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California passes
organics

diversion laws

Jet fuel from the forest
Now tree to move about the country

California Gov. Jerry Brown this
month signed into law a bill that
will increase the diversion of

commercial organic waste from landfill
disposal. Brown also signed a bill that
will eliminate, in 2020, a loophole that
allows yard trimmings and other green
waste used as landfill cover to count as
being diverted from landfills under
California law.

AB1826 requires, beginning in April
2016, businesses that generate a
specified amount of organic waste per
week to arrange for recycling services
for that organic waste in a specified
manner. The law decreases the amount
of organic waste under which a business
would be subject to those requirements

By Ken McEntee

Southwest Airlines has signed an agreement with Red Rock Biofuels LLC to
purchase low carbon renewable jet fuel made from forest residues. The
airline�s agreement with Red Rock covers the purchase of about three

million gallons per year.  The blended
product will be used at Southwest�s
Bay Area operations with first delivery
expected in 2016, the airline
announced.

�Our commitment to sustainability
and efficient operations led us on a
search for a viable biofuel that uses a
sustainable feedstock with a high rate
of success,� said Bill Tiffany, vice
president of supply chain at Southwest
Airlines. �Red Rock Biofuel�s
technology, economics, and approved
use made entering into an agreement for purchase a win-win situation.�

Red Rock's first plant will convert about 140,000 dry tons of woody biomass

(Photo: Southwest Airlines)

FDA may eliminate waiting period
to harvest crops grown in

composted manure

Challenges to a mandatory
minimum waiting time between
application of animal manure

to fields and harvesting crops grown in
that soil have caused the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) to propose
reducing those �minimum application
intervals.�

Provisions of the Food Safety
Modernization Act (FSMA), which was
passed in January 2011, called for a
minimum nine month period between
application of untreated manure to soil

and the harvest of crops planted in that
soil. A minimum of 45 days was set for
composted manure.

FDA is now proposing the
elimination of the minimum





Page 3

Composting News / September 2014

M McEntee Media Corporation

9815 Hazelwood Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44149-2305

Phone: (440) 238-6603
Fax:   (440) 238-6712

ken@recycle.cc
www.compostingnews.com

Publisher/Editor:
Ken McEntee

Office Manager:
Amy McEntee

Copyright 2014 McEntee Media Corp. All rights
reserved. Reproduction or transmission of
Composting News, in whole in part, without
written permission of publisher, is prohibited.
Composting News (ISSN 1064-1440) is published
12 times a year. Subscription price is $83 per
year; $90 (U.S. funds) in Canada and Mexico;
$105 (U.S. funds)Overseas airmail. Single-
issue: $12.

Composting News
The Paper Stock Report

Recycled Paper News
Paper Recycling Online
Waste Reduction Tips
THE WRITE COMPANY

Professional writing
& Public relations(See Plastic, page 5)

Legislation and enacts the same ban for
convenience stores and liquor stores
the following year. It will also provide
up to $2 million in competitive loans �
administered by CalRecycle � to
businesses transitioning to the
manufacture of reusable bags.

So far, more than 120 local
governments in California have passed
ordinances banning single-use bags in
some fashion, with widespread support
from community and environmental
groups. SB 270 is supported by many
of these same groups, along with local
governments, businesses and labor
organizations.

Senate President pro Tem-elect
Kevin de Leün, a joint author of the bill,
said the new law will increase jobs in
California. He didn�t say how.

�SB 270 is a win-win for the
environment and for California
workers,� de Leon said. �We are doing
away with the scourge of single-use

California bans
single-use

plastic bags

California Gov.  Jerry Brown
Jr. this month signed the nation�s
first statewide ban on single-use

plastic bags � SB 270 � aligning state
law with ordinances passed by a
growing number of local governments
in California to reduce plastic waste.

�This bill is a step in the right
direction. It reduces the torrent of
plastic polluting our beaches, parks
and even the vast ocean itself,� Brown
said. �We�re the first to ban these bags,
and we won�t be the last.�

The legislation, authored by Sen.
Alex Padilla, prohibits grocery stores
and pharmacies from distributing
single-use plastic bags after July 2015
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Legislation/Regulation

Plastic
From page 3

California
From page 1

plastic bags and closing the loop on the
plastic waste stream, all while
maintaining � and growing � California
jobs. As we further develop our green
economy, SB 270 will be a model for
balancing the health of the planet with
the preservation of people�s
livelihoods.�

According to Mark Murray,
executive director of Californians
Against Waste, �Bag bans reduce plastic
pollution and waste, lower bag costs at
grocery stores, and now we�re seeing
job growth in California at facilities
that produce better alternatives.�

That is disputed by the American
Progressive Bag Alliance, which said
more than 30,000 American
manufacturing jobs in 349 plants
across the country are threatened by
proposed ordinances to ban and tax
plastic bags.

The U.S. is the world leader in plastic
bag and film recycling, providing many
green technologies and jobs, the
alliance said.

from eight cubic yards or more
beginning in April 2016 to four cubic
yards or more on January 1, 2017. The
bill would requires a business that
generates four cubic yards or more of
commercial solid waste per week,
beginning on January 1, 2019, to
arrange for organic waste recycling
services. The minimum generation
may decrease to two cubic yards
starting in January 2020.

Organic waste includes food waste,
green waste, landscape and pruning
waste, nonhazardous wood waste and
food-soiled paper waste that is mixed
in with food waste.

The new law requires the contract or
work agreement between a business
and a gardening or landscaping service
to require the organic waste generated
by those services to comply with the

requirements of this act.
�Even though California leads the

nation in waste reduction and
recycling, we continue to dispose of
nearly 13 million tons of food and yard
waste each year in landfills, which is
one-third of the waste stream,� said
Assemblyman Wesley Chesbro, who
introduced AB1826. �Food waste alone
is the single largest component of the
waste stream. Landfilled food and other
organic materials are a major producer
of methane gas, a short-lived climate
pollutant that traps significantly more
heat in the atmosphere than carbon
dioxide. When this material is diverted
from landfills it not only dramatically
reduces greenhouse gas emissions, it
can be recycled into sought-after
commodities such as clean bio fuels
and organic compost. California is on
the forefront of the farm to fork
movement, but the next step is to move
the entire state full circle and transition
from fork to farm.�

Nick Lapis, legislative coordinator
for Californians Against Waste, said
digesting or composting a significant
portion of California�s organic waste
can generate an additional 14,000 jobs
by 2020.

AB1594, beginning in January 2020,
provides that the use of green material
as alternative daily cover no longer
will constitute diversion through
recycling and would be considered as
disposal.

Existing law requires each city,
county and joint powers authority to
develop a source reduction and
recycling element of an integrated
waste management plan. The law
requires the source reduction and
recycling element to divert from
disposal half of all solid waste through
source reduction, recycling and
composting activities, with specified
exceptions.

Under the present law, the use of
solid waste for beneficial reuse in the
construction and operation of a solid
waste landfill, including the use of
alternative daily cover, constitutes
diversion through recycling and is not
considered disposal.

The Bioenergy Association of
California (BAC) said it supports the
new legislation which it said will
promote a variety of technologies to
convert that waste to renewable energy
and low carbon fuels. BAC said
California currently landfills 16 million
tons of organic waste per year,
including food, yard, wood and other
organic material.

A third bill Brown signed into law
this month clarifies that the definition
of biomass conversion includes non-
thermal conversion of organic waste
to energy.

�Together, these three bills will
provide a huge boost to the bioenergy
industry in California,� said BAC
Executive Director Julia Levin. �They
will increase organic feedstock for
bioenergy and promote a range of
technologies to convert that feedstock
to energy. Doing so will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, provide
jobs, and cut pollution from fossil
fuels.�
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National Compost Prices

Bulk Retail (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 27.25  $ 45.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 24.15  $ 30.00  $ 17.00
SE  $ 22.61  $ 29.95  $ 18.00
Florida  $ 16.42  $ 26.00  $ 10.50
Cleveland  $ 21.75  $ 28.00  $ 16.00
Iowa  $ 22.81  $ 53.00  $   7.50
Minneapolis  $ 17.11  $ 28.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 30.66  $ 40.00  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 20.31  $ 31.00  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 23.98  $ 55.00  $ 10.00
SF-Bay  $ 22.58  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SoCal  $ 15.05  $ 24.00  $   8.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 38.77  $ 60.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 23.00  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SE  $ 28.55  $ 35.00  $ 24.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 22.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 29.00  $ 65.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 30.21  $ 48.95  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
Northwest  $ 22.48  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 23.61  $ 38.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 30.50  $ 45.00  $ 16.00

 Leaf humus  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 24.98  $ 30.00  $ 19.95
Chesapeake  $ 27.49  $ 30.00  $ 23.95
Cleveland  $ 19.27  $ 26.00  $   8.00

 Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 27.50  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Chesapeake  $ 27.06  $ 35.00  $ 20.90
SE  $ 11.50  $ 28.00  $   4.00
Florida  $ 13.14  $ 22.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 24.77  $ 30.00  $ 19.50
Iowa  $ 12.67  $ 21.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 21.60  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
Denver  $    9.00  $ 10.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 20.09  $ 26.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 12.25  $ 22.00  $   3.50

 Composted chicken manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.00  $ 50.00  $ 40.00
Chesapeake  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 42.00  $ 42.00  $ 42.00
Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 37.23  $ 47.50  $ 26.95
Denver  $ 25.65  $ 28.00  $ 24.00
SF-Bay  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
SoCal  $ 51.00  $ 75.00  $ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 46.00  $ 46.00  $ 46.00
SE  $ 30.60  $ 45.00  $ 12.00
Cleveland  $ 24.00  $ 24.00  $ 24.00
Iowa  $ 42.00  $ 60.00  $ 16.00
Minneapolis  $ 29.33  $ 32.00  $ 26.00
Texas  $ 29.33  $ 47.50  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 21.71  $ 30.00  $ 12.00

The prices listed below are intended to indicate the
value of mature compost products sold by compost
producers and retailers in noted regions. Prices
listed are based on surveys and publicly posted
prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged.
Contact Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603.
Fax: (440) 238-6712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc.
Address: 9815 Hazelwood Avenue, Cleveland, OH
44149. Notes on listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low
price obtained and an average of all prices obtained
within a particular market.

• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been
targeted to provide a cross section of compost
product markets in the U.S. Where regions are not
identified by a specific city, "Chesapeake" refers to
the region stretching between Norfolk, Va. to
Baltimore, Md. "Texas" incorporates several major
cities in the state. "Northwest" represents the Seattle
and Portland, Ore areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San
Francisco Bay area. SoCal is Southern California,
including  the Los Angeles and San Diego areas.
Denver includes Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to
compost products that include food waste, regional

specialities and other feedstocks not specifically
covered in other categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other
poultry manures, such as turkey and duck manure.
Cow manures may include manures marketed as
steer and dairy manure. Horse manure is included in
this category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given
category indicates not enough information for a valid
listing. Additional data will be added as more
information is obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal
operations that give compost away for free.
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Phoenix  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
Northwest  $ 22.22  $ 33.75  $ 17.45
SF-Bay  $ 26.00  $ 26.00  $ 26.00
SoCal  $ 19.00  $ 24.00  $ 15.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 22.17  $ 35.00  $ 12.50
Chesapeake  $ 21.00  $ 28.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 19.09  $ 34.95  $ 12.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 18.00  $ 17.00
Cleveland  $ 25.56  $ 36.25  $ 14.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 27.50  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 17.00  $ 27.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 18.74  $ 25.00  $ 12.48
Phoenix  $ 17.61  $ 22.95  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 14.25  $ 25.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 17.83  $ 30.00  $   8.00
SoCal  $ 22.60  $ 50.00  $   6.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 28.00  $ 28.00  $ 28.00
Chesapeake  $ 26.50  $ 28.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 27.13  $ 42.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 20.33  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
Cleveland  $ 24.87  $ 28.99  $ 21.95
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 30.00  $ 30.00
Minneapolis  $ 34.75  $ 49.00  $ 30.00
Texas  $ 27.13  $ 32.50  $ 22.00
Denver  $ 33.28  $ 33.28  $ 33.28
SF-Bay  $ 33.33  $ 36.00  $ 28.00
SoCal  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
 NE  $ 20.57  $ 45.00  $ 11.00
 Chesapeake  $ 12.79  $ 15.00  $   8.00
 SE  $ 19.20  $ 25.00  $ 12.00
 Florida  $    9.75  $ 13.00  $   8.00
 Cleveland  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
 Iowa  $ 19.00  $ 19.00  $ 19.00
 Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 17.00  $   7.00
 Texas  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $   9.00
 Denver  $ 13.05  $ 14.10  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 12.39  $ 19.00  $   7.50
 SF-Bay  $ 14.20  $ 22.00  $ 10.00
 SoCal  $    6.00  $   6.00  $   6.00

 Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
 NE  $ 25.75  $ 45.00  $ 11.00
 Chesapeake  $ 10.50  $ 15.00  $   8.00
 SE  $ 21.28  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
 Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
 Iowa  $ 14.00  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
 Texas  $ 17.50  $ 24.00  $   8.50
 Denver  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   7.00
 Northwest  $ 18.00  $ 20.00  $ 15.00
 SF-Bay  $ 12.67  $ 26.00  $   5.00

 Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
 NE  $ 15.00  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
 Chesapeake  $    9.31  $ 15.00  $   5.00

 SE  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   5.00
 Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
 Texas  $ 15.99  $ 20.00  $   9.00
 Denver  $ 13.00  $ 13.00  $ 13.00
 Northwest  $ 16.75  $ 21.00  $ 12.00
 SoCal  $    5.50  $   8.00  $   3.00

 Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
 SE  $ 18.00  $ 25.00  $   7.00
 Iowa  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
 Texas  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
 Denver  $ 12.05  $ 14.10  $ 10.00
 SF-Bay  $ 34.50  $ 34.50  $ 34.50

 Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
 NE  $ 15.50  $ 30.00  $   8.00
 Chesapeake  $ 16.50  $ 17.00  $ 16.00
 SE  $ 14.67  $ 24.95  $   5.00
 Florida  $ 14.00  $ 15.00  $ 13.00
 Iowa  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
 Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
 Texas  $ 10.83  $ 14.00  $   8.00
 Denver  $    7.66  $   8.32  $   7.00
 SF-Bay  $ 11.50  $ 14.00  $   9.00
 SoCal  $ 12.50  $ 15.00  $ 10.00

 Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
 NE  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
 Chesapeake  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
 SE  $ 19.00  $ 25.00  $ 15.00
 Florida  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
 Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
 Minneapolis  $ 19.00  $ 19.00  $ 19.00
 Texas  $ 20.67  $ 24.00  $ 18.00
 Denver  $ 17.66  $ 21.32  $ 14.00
 SF-Bay  $ 20.50  $ 22.00  $ 19.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)  Average  High  Low
NE  $    6.87  $   8.00  $   4.50
Chesapeake  $    3.73  $   5.49  $   2.15
SE  $    4.00  $   4.00  $   4.00
Florida  $    1.99  $   1.99  $   1.99
Cleveland  $    2.45  $   2.99  $   2.10
Iowa  $    3.12  $   7.99  $   1.50
Texas  $    4.25  $   6.99  $   1.99
Denver  $    3.59  $   4.75  $   1.73
Phoenix  $    4.71  $   5.99  $   2.77
Northwest  $    4.29  $   5.99  $   2.99
SoCal  $    5.39  $   6.25  $   3.90

 Composted cow manure (40# bag) Average High Low
NE  $    6.53  $   9.87  $   3.85
Chesapeake  $    5.97  $   7.95  $   3.99
SE  $    5.16  $   6.97  $   3.34
Cleveland  $    3.27  $   3.99  $   2.49
Iowa  $    2.18  $   2.49  $   1.75
Minneapolis  $    3.70  $   7.00  $   1.99
Texas  $    4.59  $   6.99  $   1.99
Phoenix  $    2.99  $   3.99  $   2.49
Northwest  $    3.99  $   3.99  $   3.99
SF-Bay  $    7.00  $   7.00  $   7.00
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Legislation/Regulation

(See FDA, page 12)

application interval for composted
manure and the allowance of an
alternative to the nine-month
minimum application interval for raw
manure if a grower furnishes adequate
scientific data to demonstrate safety
from pathogens.

The proposed changes are a part of
FSMA proposed rule entitled,
Standards for the Growing,
Harvesting, Packing and Holding of
Produce for Human Consumption,
which was designed to help prevent
food-borne illness.

The agency has opened a public
comment period related to the
amendments. The public comment
period will end on December 15, 2014.

�We are taking this action because
the extensive information received in
public comments has led to significant

changes in our current thinking on
certain key provisions of the proposed
rule,� FDA said.

In the previously published
proposed rule, FDA proposed that, if a
�biological soil amendment of animal
origin� is treated by an approved
composting process, and is applied in
a manner that minimizes the potential
for contact with covered produce
during and after application, then the
minimum application interval must be
45 days. Composting, FDA said, could
result in manure that may continue to
harbor human pathogens of food safety
concern.

The agency said it received
numerous comments about the 45-day
rule.

Among the more compelling
arguments is the fact that organic
farmers currently comply with the
standards established under the
National Organics Program (NOP) for
the use of composted animal manures
to build organic matter in production

fields, in part, to avoid use of synthetic
fertilizers. NOP does not require any
minimum application interval for
composted manures.

Commenters also noted that:
� The proposed 45-day application

interval would be excessively
burdensome;

� There is a lack of scientific basis for
the 45-day interval for compost and
FDA has failed to show how the
literature supports this conclusion;

� Farmers who use compost would
be severely limited by the proposed
45-day interval in their ability to utilize
crop rotations for short-season crops
and/or to maintain or increase
biodiversity, and in their use of
compost during the growing season
for side-dressing; and

� The burden on farms from using a
45-day wait period for compost is
unscientific, especially considering the
wealth of data showing that soil treated

FDA
From page 5
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Control Laboratories
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA  95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Agricultural Analytical
Services Lab

Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders

Roto Mix, LLC
2205 E Wyatt Earp
Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620/225-1142
Fax: 620/225-6370
Web: www.rotomix.com
Email: gfsmith@rotomix.com
Contact: Garland Smith

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Hwy.141
Pound, WI 54161-0007
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email:
curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Compost Turners

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
800-689-0714
815-438-7028
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Cary Richardson

Brown Bear Corp.
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works
15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA  93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email:  casey@unwiredbb.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey  Campbell

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW

511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO  80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax:  970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web:  www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX  79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax:  806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com
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Quick Response (QR) Codes
The two dimensional "barcode"
above each listing is a digital link to
the company's website. The QR
code can be read by the camera on
mobile devices equipped with
barcode readers. Just scan the
code to access the website. For
technical details, contact your mobile
phone vendor.



Consulting Firms

Coker Composting &
Consulting

104 Chasewood Court
Vinton, VA 24179
Phone: 540-890-1086
Fax: 540-874-5168
Web: www.cokercompost.com
Email: cscoker@verizon.net
Contact: Craig Coke

In-Vessel Composting

Ag-Bag Environmental
92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone:  503-325-2970
Fax:  503-325-2985
Contact:  Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com

Gore Cover Systems
North America
W.L. Gore & Associates

105 Vieve's Way
Elkton, MD 21921
Phone: 410.506.5041
Fax: 410.392.4452
Email: bfuchs@wlgore.com
Contact: Brian Fuchs

Marketing/Public
Relations
The Write Company

9815 Hazelwood Avenue
Strongsville, OH 44149
Phone: 440.238.6603
Fax: 440.238.6712
Web: www.thewriteco.com
Email: ken@thewriteco.com
Contact: Ken McEntee

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Amerimulch - A member of
the ChromaScape family of
brands

2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Rocky Hatfield
Email: rockyh@amerimulch.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

BASF/Colorbiotics
1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert
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Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Replacement Parts

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-
3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

Screening Systems&
Trommels

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: John SnodgrassHow can you not have

your company listed
here?

To fix the problem,
contact

Ken McEntee
440.238.6603 or
ken@recycle.cc
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Thermometers &
Monitoring Equipment

REOTEMP Instruments
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 800.648.7737
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/
composting-products.html

Wear Parts

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.grinderwearparts.com
E. info@grinderwearparts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown, VP

Wood Grinders &
Shredders

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

Diamond Z Manufacturing
11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Contact: Pat Crawford
Email: pat.crawford@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com

DuraTech Industries
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491 or 785-284-
3454
Fax: 785-284-3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger, President,
Sales Mgr.

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Peterson
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.grinderwearparts.com
E. info@grinderwearparts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown, VP

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: John Snodgrass
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Legislation/Regulation

FDA
From page 8

feedstock into at least 12 million gallons
per year of renewable jet, diesel and
naphtha fuels. The company said the
use of the forest residues will help
reduce the risk of destructive wildfires
in the western U.S.

�From the outset, we have sought to
build the best possible team of project
partners,� said Terry Kulesa, CEO of
Red Rock. �A conversation we started
with Southwest on the premise of
providing renewable jet fuel at cost
parity with conventional jet fuel has
evolved into a great partnership. We�re
happy to help Southwest diversify its
fuel supply.�

Southwest is a long-time member of
Commercial Aviation Alternative Fuels
Initiative (CAAFI) which is a
government and industry coalition for
the development and deployment of
alternative jet fuel for commercial
aviation.

As a member of CAAFI, the airline
has followed the progress of alternative
fuel technologies. Red Rock Biofuels is
the first viable opportunity the airline
has found to meet its financial and
sustainability objectives, Southwest
said.

Red Rock said its technology
platform is based on gasification,
Fischer-Tropsch conversion and
product upgrading to produce
renewable, ASTM-specification jet and
diesel fuels at cost parity with
conventional fuels.

with compost is more suppressive of
human pathogens than soil not treated
with compost.

Some commenters suggested that
FDA would do much more for food
safety if it required composting of all
raw manure, or if it required raw
manure to be tested for pathogens and
then be composted if the pathogen load
exceeded a certain quantity.

After considering the comments,
FDA concluded that the use of proper
composting methods in accordance
with appropriate handling, storage,
treatment and microbial standard
requirements are sufficient to minimize
the likelihood of composted manure
acting as a source of food
contamination and to provide
reasonable assurance that produce is
not contaminated.

Further, FDA said, the AMS, NRCS,
EPA and other organizations support
the use of composted manure given its
benefits to soil, cropland and the
environment, and/or recommend the
use of composted manure over raw
manure.

In recognition of the expected
benefit to public health when
composted manures are properly
treated and handled, and to further
facilitate the use of composted manure
rather than raw manure, FDA is
proposing to eliminate a minimum
application interval for use of
composted manure.

Among commenters� objections to
a nine month minimum application
interval for raw manure was the fact
that farmers currently comply with
the standards established under NOP,
which specify a minimum application
interval of 120 days for crops in contact
with the soil and 90 days for crops not
in contact with the soil. Further, the
proposed nine-month application
interval would be excessively
burdensome, for example, by
interfering with full compliance with

the USDA organic regulations by
impeding soil fertility and crop
nutrient management practices and
crop rotation practices.

FDA said it proposes the removal of
the nine month minimum application
interval for raw manure, deferring its
decision on an appropriate minimum
application interval until such time as
necessary for it to further research the
matter.

The revised rules relating to manure,
as well as other parts of FSMA, were
applauded by the Organic Trade
Association (OTA), an association for
organic agriculture and products in
North America. The revisions clearly
indicate that FDA listened to the
feedback from organic producers and
handlers and responded to the unique
requirements of the organic system,
OTA said.

�The organic sector supports
development of regulations that
provide safe food for all Americans,
and the proposed revisions
demonstrate the confidence that the
public should have in the organic
production system,� said Laura Batcha,
executive director and CEO of OTA.
�OTA looks forward to continued
collaboration with FDA to formulate
regulations that create a system that
meets the needs of both organic
farmers and organic consumers,�

OTA said its Food Safety Task Force
has worked since January 2013 to raise
awareness on the issue throughout the
organic sector and develop comments
to FDA proposing solutions to align
with the organic regulations without a
reduction in food safety.

OTA said it is particularly pleased to
see the FDA revisions regarding
manure and compost since extensive
OTA surveys of organic producers
nationwide have showed the
importance of compost and manure in
organic production. FDA�s removal of
restrictions on properly made compost
corroborates its importance in
sustainable approaches to agriculture.
OTA also applauds FDA�s recognition
that its previous proposed restrictions
on unprocessed manure conflict with

organic production standards, the
association said.

FDA will accept comments on the
proposed revisions through December
15 while continuing to review
comments already received on the
sections of the proposed rules that are
staying the same. The agency said it
will consider both sets of comments
before issuing final rules in 2015.

To comment on the proposed
revisions or to read full details, visit
http://tinyurl.

Biogas

Southwest
From page 1
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Biomass

(See Hotels, page 14)

The Atikokan Generating Station,
in Ontario, became North
America�s largest power plant

fuelled completely by biomass when it
opened this month. Conversion from a
coal burning facility started in mid-
2012 and included construction of two
silos and boiler modifications to
accommodate the biomass.

The facility, which is operated by
Ontario Power Generation (OPG),
employs 70 full time workers and is
now generating electricity and helping
meet local power needs in
northwestern Ontario.

OPG has contracts in place with
Rentech Inc. and Resolute Forest
Products, of Northwestern Ontario, to
supply 45,000 metric tonnes of wood
pellets annually.

�Atikokan�s successful conversion
to biomass will put Ontario on the world
map as a leader in using this sustainable
fuel source for electricity production,�
said Bob Chiarelli, Ontario�s minister
of energy.

The Ministry of Economic
Development said the closure of
Ontario�s coal plants comes as the
province moves toward implementing
a smarter electricity grid, increasing

Treco Ltd., a British supplier of
biomass boilers, said it has been
working with a number of hotels

across England in a bid to fight the
rising costs of fossil fuels. As hoteliers
are more than aware, the cost of
providing guest accommodation is
significant and the quest is on to shrink
bills without compromising on guest
comfort.

Among the hotels Treco has worked
with is Dumbleton Hall Hotel, an
imposing manor house and popular

North America�s
largest biomass

power plant
opens in Ontario

efficiencies within the electricity
system, introducing strong
conservation efforts and committing
to cleaner energy sources.

Hotels embrace
biomass heating

systems
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Biomass
Hotels

From page 13

Dumbleton Hall Hotel

wedding venue in Worcestershire.
Until recently, the hotel had been
relying upon an inefficient, outdated
and expensive-to-run heating system,
Treco said. It was replaced by a 198-
kilowatt Guntamatic Biocom cascaded
system that runs on vacuum-fed wood
pellets. The results were a 30 to 40
percent saving on fuel costs.

That led the hotel group to install
two more biomass boiler projects at
other hotels in their portfolio. The
payback period on the investment,
including fuel savings, is estimated at
between four and five years.

Treco said Biomass boilers run
extremely efficiently on sustainable,
green fuel that is significantly cheaper
than oil, LPG and electricity.

Bay Area-owned Norcal Ag
Service Inc., an agricultural
service company that provides

�fish friendly� fertilizers and other green
farming technologies to Central and
Northern California farmers, formed

Norcal Ag
Service to
distribute

nutrients from
Indian producer

Soil

an exclusive distributorship with PAC
BIO Fungbact Ltd, an India-based
biological plant nutrient
manufacturer.

Norcal sells biological nutrient
products, compost, gypsum and other
soil amendments to Northern
California farmers and communities.
It�s partnership with PAC Bio will give

California farmers access to cutting-
edge microbial nutrient technologies
that allow continued movement away
from environmentally harmful
fertilizers that have been heavily
utilized in the region for decades,
Norcal said.

�We are really excited about what
this means to the agricultural industry
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(See Restaurants, page 16)

By Missouri Organic, Kansas City Mo.
www.missouriorganic.com

To help the garden grow large, beautiful, and healthy plants, homeowners
and landscapers often use either compost or fertilizer. There is much
debate as to which is better in the compost vs fertilizer argument, but

we believe that the winner is clear.
Compost features a balance of microorganisms. Compost is optimized to

convert organic matter into plant food.
Fertilizer, however, has not reached an equilibrium, and so microorganisms

consume nutrients before providing your plants with nourishment. Every
time fertilizer is used, a large number of micro- and macro-nutrients are
removed from the soil.

There is no risk of harming plants with compost. Whereas over-fertilizing
can damage plants, it is impossible to cause harm provided you use finished
compost or material that has decomposed until it is humus.

Fertilizer can also damage the environment. When too much fertilizer is
used, the excess flows into water reservoirs or surface fresh water.

Soil containing compost is able to hold a balanced amount of moisture.
Rather than becoming saturated or drying out, soil stays at a constant
moisture level, gradually releasing nutrients.

This article is reprinted from Compost: Way 2 Grow, at www.way-2-
grow.com. The website discusses benefits of compost and helps consumers
to buy high quality products made by professional compost and mulch
producers. Compost producers and users may submit articles that
demonstrate the value of compost to ken@recycle.cc.

Compost or fertilizer?
What should you choose?

here in California,� said Robert Waller,
president of Norcal. �Growers now
have a very cost-effective way to
significantly reduce and/or transition
away from the chemical fertilizers that
have made such a mess of our soil and
watershed.  These new biological
technologies that companies like PAC
Bio Fungbact are bringing to market
are incredibly effective.�

Norcal said agricultural chemical
fertilizer pollution is on the rise in
California while soil and water
resources are diminishing.

�Microbes are essential partners in
all aspects of plant physiology, but
human efforts to improve plant
productivity have focused mostly on
the plant,� said Ian Sanders, of
University of Lausanne, chair of the
colloquium that produced the report
How Microbes can Help Feed the
World. �Optimizing the microbial
communities that live in, on and
around plants, can substantially
reduce the need for chemical fertilizers,
pesticides and herbicides.�

Yogesh Patel, head of international
business for PAC Bio. Said trials of the
company�s new microbial biological
products has been �nothing short of
amazing.  Farmers who use these
products will likely see an overall
decrease in cost per acre for soil
nutrients and an increase in soil health,
plant health, crop quality and yield.�

Food waste

Composting is at the top of the list.
� Compost your organic waste

material into mulch and plant flowers
outside your restaurants, like
employees at some White Castle burger
locations do, the report suggests.

�Your cheapest resource tool is
education and engagement,� said
Shannon Tolliver, White Castle�s
manager of social responsibility and
sustainability.

� Elizabeth Meltz, director of food
safety and sustainability for the Batali
& Bastianich Hospitality Group, said
sustainability efforts don�t have to
conflict with a restaurant�s normal
business practices. Make sure your
sustainability program blends
seamlessly with your operation, Meltz
said.

Other sustainability tips include:

Composting is
one method of
sustainability in

restaurants

Practicing sustainability is good
for the environment, but can also
cut costs and drive profits for

restaurants large and small, the
National Restaurant Association said.
NRA�s recent report, Spotlight on
Sustainability, offers seven tips to help
restaurants be more sustainable.

� Assess the amount of waste you
create at your establishment. Sodexo�s
senior sustainability manager, Christi
Cook, said operators need to
understand �what food and recyclables
are coming through the back door.
Education is important, and looking at
portion control is part of that. The best
way is to track your food waste and
figure out where it�s being generated.�

� Visit farmers� markets for locally
sourced items.

� Reinvest efficiency savings into
other projects. Uncommon Ground, in
Chicago, spent $3,000 on six
accelerated hand dryers and saved
$1,000 on paper towel costs in one
month. That savings was invested into
LED lighting.
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is burned to create electricity.
Two other states, Vermont and

Connecticut, recently passed similar
restrictions for businesses, and a small
number of municipalities in North
America require households to
compost. - The Boston Globe,
www.bostonglobe.com.

� An overturned manure truck
spilled about 5,000 gallons of manure
in southern Brown County, Wisc.
An investigation indicated the truck
rolled over in a ditch after slipping on
mud while leaving a farm field.

The manure did not spill into any
waterways, the Department of Natureal
Resources said.

The spill came a few weeks after
640,000 gallons of manure leaked from
an above-ground storage tank in Door
County. The manure entered a ditch
and flowed into nearby Sugar Creek. -

Green Bay Press Gazette,
www.greenbaypressgazette.com.

� Owners of the troubled and odor-
plagued Peninsula Compost LLC
composting facility near the Port of
Wilmington, Del. have halted new
deliveries to the site, state regulators
said. The Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control
(DNREC) is considering a company
request to renew a key five-year permit
for the 160,000-ton-per-year
operation.

More than 200 people attended a
recent public hearing on the permit
renewal request, most opposing the
move based on years of objectionable
odors from the site. Residents have
complained about lingering, garbagy-
sweet odor for miles around the facility,
including across the Delaware River in
New Jersey and as far north as
Claymont.

DNREC has repeatedly sanctioned
and fined the operation and required
the company to assure coverage of
shutdown and cleanup costs. Officials
with Peninsula have earmarked
$405,675 for the work via a trust
agreement and irrevocable standby
letter of credit, a state official said. -

� Under a new policy, passed 9-0 by
the Seattle City Council this month,
those who fail to compost "food waste
and compostable paper" will be
penalized. The new program will come
into effect in January 2015 for
commercial establishments and
residences. It will be enforced by the
Seattle Public Utilities commission.
Seattle has had a similar rule for
noncompostable recyclables for nine
years.

After receiving two warnings,
residents and businesses will be fined
$50 for dumpsters and a more modest
$1 for waste at single-family homes.
Previously, the utilities commission
left residents and businesses a note
that asked them to compost. If they did
not comply, the city refused to collect
the garbage. - CNN, www.cnn.com

� As of October 1, Massachusetts
has banned any establishment that
creates a ton or more of food waste per
week from sending as much as a carrot
peel to the state�s rapidly dwindling
available landfills. Despite a recycling
rate topping 40 percent, Massachusetts
businesses and households still toss
about 6.5 million tons of garbage every
year � enough to fill up Fenway Park
74 times. Most of it is piled into a couple
dozen landfills where it slowly
decomposes, the organic stuff from
kitchens and yards spewing the
greenhouse gas methane into the
atmosphere, or hauled to a handful of
waste-to-energy incinerators where it

The News Journal,
www.delawareonline.com.

� Agrilab Technologies, of
Enosburg Falls, Vt., is testing a
mobile heat-exchange system that
pulls heat from compost and pumps
heated water into greenhouses at the
Vermont Compost Co., in Montpelier,
Vt.

For Karl Hammer, owner of
Vermont Compost Co.,  the connection
between heat and compost  is an
established one � and it extends
beyond mere fertility. For years, in
late fall and early spring, Hammer has
harnessed heat from compost-in-
progress to keep the greenhouse warm
enough to grow plants - field-testing
finished compost before putting it up
for sale. He described the technology
as being a simple one: Coils of water-
filled plastic piping within a compost
pile convey heat to tanks in the adjacent
greenhouse.

 Heat recovery from compost has an
"outrageous" potential to fill a warm
niche � a niche that happens to
correspond to the comfort levels of
humans and their cultivated plants.

 Furthermore, compost can deliver
continuous energy around the clock,
like nuclear power � and unlike wind
or solar power. Just refuel the heap
every four to six weeks. "Spent" compost
fuel, unlike depleted uranium, is
welcome almost everywhere. -
Burlington Free Press,
www.freepressmedia.com.

� Dining halls at the University of
North Carolina composted 539 tons
of food waste during the 2013-14 fiscal
year.

�It�s about creating a new kind of
product,� said Recycling and
Composting Coordinator Natalia
Posthill. �Though there are a lot of
benefits to keeping these things out of
the landfill.�

Carolina Dining Services venues
serve 20,000 meals per day total. UNC
also has piloted a composting program
now in six residence halls.

But there is room to improve. The

Food waste

Restaurants
From page 15

� Communicate the sustainable
actions you take.

� Outfit your restaurant with energy
efficient equipment.
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2013 Campus Sustainability Report
said 38 percent of UNC�s trash by weight
was compostable. Carolina Dining
Services doesn�t measure pre- and
post-consumer composting separately
at the all-you-can-eat dining facilities,
so it�s impossible to tell how much
compost was edible food. The
university has no specific goals set for
reducing the amount of food waste
created in the dining halls every day. It
is just targeting continuous
improvement.

At the football team�s dining hall �
which serves 300 meals per day �
none of the food waste is composted.

UNC said it must balance fiscal
soundness with being environmentally
friendly, but the two priorities often
overlap.

The university pays an industrial
composting facility $80 per ton to pick
up and process the organic material
produced. That price is similar to how
much the university pays for trash
collection.

In 2011, North Carolina State
University performed a waste audit to
find out that 70 percent of the waste in
one of its dining halls was food waste.
In 2013, the school composted 261
tons from its dining halls, which include
three all-you-can-eat operations. - The
Daily Tarheel,

 www.dailytarheel.com.

� Pizza box composting is a success
on the campus of North Carolina
State University. NC State�s Waste
Reduction and Recycling Office, along
with University Housing has
collaborated to form The Pizza Box
Composting Project. Pizza box
dumpsters can be found outside of the
dorms and apartments on campus.

Since its implementation this spring,
the project has composted about 3,789
pizza boxes � or about 370 tons per
year.

In 2010, University Dining found
that 70 percent of the waste produced
by Fountain Dining Hall was

compostable, so University Dining
began a composting initiative in the
dining halls. Although the composting
initiative has contributed to the
sustainability program at NC State, it
was mostly done without students�
knowledge.

The Pizza Box Composting Project
was created not only as a way for NC
State to divert waste from landfills and
compost more, but also to get more
students directly involved in
composting.

The composting centers, which are
green dumpsters with the image of a
pizza painted on the side, were
originally placed only behind two
residence halls. The project has since
expanded to include composting sites
at four other halls.

The program sends the pizza boxes
to a private composter due to the
difficulty in running an effective
composting site onsite. At this location

(See Digest, page 19)
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Compost product news

Peterson delivers
2,000th machine

Peterson Pacific Corp. has delivered
its 2,000th machine off its production
line to Tabeel Trading, in Australia.
The milestone machine is  a Peterson
5000H, a delimber/debarker/chipper
that produces high quality, low bark
content chips for wood pulp and pellets,
processing whole trees in one
continuous operation.

�Reaching this milestone delivery is
a testament to the capabilities of the
5000H and our commitment to
continuous innovation,� said Larry
Cumming, president of Peterson. �The
new 5000H is delivering on its promise
to our customers, and we continue to
look at ways to make it even more
efficient in the future.�

The 5000H is designed to make
engineered wood chips in the field. It
delimbs, debarks, and creates the
consistent sized wood chips used in the
pulp and paper industry.

To celebrate the milestone, Peterson
hosted a special delivery ceremony
on�site for its employees.  The 2000th

machine was adorned with a special
logo commemorating the 2,000th
machine along with the U.S. and
Australian flags.

�We are excited that our 2,000th

machine is a 5000H�this is one of our
flagship models and we trust that it will

be a valued addition to Tabeel Trading�s
operations,� said Michael Spreadbury,
marketing manager for Peterson.
�Tabeel Trading is a valued partner
and their feedback from the field helps
us develop new forest processing
equipment.  The exceptional
performance of machines such as the
5000H prove that in-field chipping is
the most economical way to produce
clean chips for the pulp and paper
industry.  Peterson has a long-standing
relationship with in-field chipping
operations in Australia and we wanted
to honor that with the commemorative
logo which will be a reminder of our
relationship with Tabeel Trading, now
and into the future.�

Peterson, based in Eugene, Ore., is a
manufacturer of horizontal grinders,
disc and drum chippers, wood de-
barkers, blower trucks, screens and
stacking conveyors that are sold
worldwide. For more information, visit
www.petersoncorp.com.

feet enter the defined ChipSafe sensing
zone in the infeed chute, protecting the
operator from possible injury. The
chipper�s feeding mechanism is
restarted with a simple swipe of the
operator�s ChipSafe glove or wrist strap
across a reset box located on the outer
side of the infeed chute, so high
productivity is maintained.

�Morbark and our dealers are deeply
committed to safety,� said John Foote,
Morbark vice president of sales and
marketing. �We feel strongly that the
ChipSafe operator safety shield will help
protect our customers and their
employees from injury.�

The ChipSafe is available as an option
on new Morbark Beever M12D, M12R,
M15RX, M15R, M18RX and M18R brush
chippers.

Brush chipper accidents are a
significant concern for tree care and
landscape employers, employees and
equipment manufacturers and many
chipper operators receive little formal
training on how to use the equipment
and avoid accidents. With support
from Morbark and other equipment
manufacturers, the Tree Care Industry
Association (TCIA) has developed the
Chipper Operator Specialist
credentialing program.

For more information, visit
www.morbark.com.

Operator safety shield
offered on Morbark

chippers

Peterson staff celebrates its 2,000th machine.

Morbark Inc. recently began to offer
the ChipSafe operator safety shield as
an option on its 12-inch through 18-
inch capacity models of its Beever
brush chippers.

Consisting of plates mounted
directly to the sides
of the brush
chipper�s infeed
chute and used in
conjunction with
special work gloves
and ankle straps, the
ChipSafe operator
safety shield stops
the chipper�s feeding
mechanism if the
operator�s hands or

Morbark posted a ChipSafe video on its
YouTube site at http://youtu.be/
wvawImLT_4o
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the boxes are converted into usable
compost. Contaminants such as plastic
utensils and cups cannot be composted.

Since 2010, NC State has diverted
45 percent of its waste from landfills by
recycling, reusing and composting. The
Pizza Box Composting Project has
helped increase this percentage of
diverted waste. - NCSU Technician,
www.technicianonline.com.

� Britt, Iowa plans to install a
camera its compost site to record any
illegal dumping of trash. The city will
use the video to determine who
dumped the illegal trash and issue the
person a fine. The city recently created
the compost site after the Department
of Natural Resources forced the city to
close its burn site for leaves and tree
branches. The city is now making
compost that will be available for
residents to use in garden and other
projects.

But residents are using the site for
more than yard waste.

�Somebody dumped a tractor tire
there,� Mayor Marv Hillenga said.
�That�s the kind of crap that�s gotten
put there.�

A trail camera costs about $100 and
could be strapped to a tree.

A longer term solution, the city said,
will be to change the public�s perception
of the site, from a dump to a compost
site. Waste Management, the city�s
trash contractor, stores dumpsters on
the compost site property, which one
councilman said sends the wrong
message. � Britt News Tribune,
www.globegazette.com.

� A Victor Valley, Calif. facility
has become the world�s first carbon-
neutral wastewater treatment plant in
the U.S. Biogas produced from food
waste and sewage powers the plant
while keeping tons of garbage out of

landfills. Officials at the Victor Valley
Wastewater Reclamation Authority
expect the system to operate
independent of the power grid by 2015,
diverting more than 1,400 tons of waste
from the trash heap.

Called the Omnivore Biogas
Renewable Energy Project, the system
uses co-digestion technology provided

by Ontario, Canada�based energy
group Anaergia, which was able to
retrofit three older digesters already
at the plant.

The $2.6 million system mixes high
solids (such as solid food) with sludge
(sewage) and uses anaerobic digestion
technology to convert the waste into
biogas. - www.TakePart.com.
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