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Virginia forms USCC chapter

Composters in Virginia are the
latest to form a regional group
to promote the compost

manufacturing industry under the
umbrella of the U.S. Composting
Council (USCC). The goal of the Virginia
Composting Council is to join the forces
of compost manufacturers, municipal
managers and collectors of organics,
as well as researchers and other allies,
including compost users, said Pieter
Conradie, of Draper Aden Associates,
president of the group.

The Virginia Composting Council
currently has about 30 active
members and will work to promote the
industry and educate state regulators,
local officials and the public about the
importance of the compost

manufacturing industry to local waste
management programs, jobs and
b u s i n e s s
development and
use of compost for
s t o r m w a t e r
m a n a g e m e n t ,
erosion control and other green
infrastructure needs, the council said.
Members of council work together to

A bill before the Maryland
legislature would create a task
force to look into options for

the diversion of yard waste and food
scraps. HB 603 was introduced in
February by Del. Shane Robinson and
was read for the second time on March
18. The bill has been assigned to the
House Environment and
Transportation Committee.

The task force, which would include
representatives from the Maryland DC
Composting Council and the American
Biogas Council, would identify means
to promote investment in
infrastructure to expand capacity in
the state to divert food waste from
refuse disposal facilities and evaluate
the current recovery of food waste in
Maryland, along with opportunities for
expansion.

Other objectives of the task force
would include:
� Identify organic waste recycling

Maryland looks
at organics

waste task force Bluesphere Corp. a clean energy
company that develops, manages
and owns waste-to-energy projects

broke ground this month on its first waste-
to-energy project and its new U.S.
headquarters in Charlotte, N.C.

The Bluesphere facility will produce
5.2 megawatts of clean energy from
uneaten food that would normally end up
in local landfills. That electricity will then
be sold to Duke Energy to provide power
to local homes and businesses.

�This facility is the ultimate landfill because we take waste in the back end,
nothing going out,� said Shlomi Palas, Bluesphere�s CEO. �There�s no smell, zero

Bluesphere breaks ground on
Charlotte food waste digester
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Legislation/Regulation in litter and cleanup activities, by
adding jobs that would encourage
proper and appropriate composting.

Half of the Litter Tax funds are
appropriated for litter collection, litter
control, waste reduction recycling,
and, should the bill become law,
composting programs administered by
various state departments. Twenty
percent of the funds are appropriated
for local grants for waste management,
recycling, and, should the bill become
law, composting activities.

The balance of the funds would be
earmarked to implement activities for
waste reduction, recycling and
composting efforts and to provide
technical assistance to local
governments for commercial business
and residential recycling and
composting programs primarily for the
products taxed under the Litter Tax
and to �increase access to waste
reduction, composting and recycling

Washington bill
spends litter tax
on composting

A bill passed by the Washington
State House of Representatives
would formally include

composting activities among the
beneficiaries of the state�s �Litter Tax.�
Currently, proceeds from the tax on 13
categories of products that are
identified as contributing to the state�s
litter problem are used in various ways
to stimulate litter control, waste
reduction and recycling in the state.
Proposed changes to the law would
add composting to the objectives.

HB 1060 was approved 96-1 by the
House on March 3 and passed over to
the Senate for consideration.

The bill amends the original law,
which intended to create jobs for youth
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the news about the future is good and
stock prices are rising.

The Equipment Leasing & Finance
Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit
organization that provides vision for
the equipment leasing and finance
industry through future-focused
information and research. The MLFI-
25 is the only index that reflects capex,
or the volume of commercial
equipment financed in the U.S.

Among the ELFA MLFI-25
participants are Caterpillar Financial
Services, John Deere Financial and
Volvo Financial Services. ELFA is the
trade association that represents
companies in the $903 billion
equipment finance sector, which
includes financial services companies
and manufacturers engaged in
financing capital goods. For more
information, visit www.elfaonline.org.

Equipment leasing confidence index
highest in four years

The Monthly Confidence Index
for the Equipment Finance
Industry (MCI-EFI), published

by the Equipment Leasing & Finance
Foundation, reached a four-year high
in March, the foundation reported.

Designed to collect leadership data,
the index reports a qualitative
assessment of both the prevailing
business conditions and expec-tations
for the future as re-ported by key
executives from the $903 billion

equipment
f i n a n c e
s e c t o r .
O v e r a l l ,
confidence
in the
equipment
f i n a n c e
market is
72.1, an
i n c r e a s e

from the February index of 66.3.
�Equipment financing demand is

continuing although there are
increasing clouds of uncertainty,� said
Harry Kaplun, president, Frost
Equipment Leasing and Finance. �In
particular the full impact of lower oil
prices has not been seen. This favorable
event for consumers has a mixed
impact commercially.�

When asked to assess their business
conditions over the next four months,
half of the executives responding said
they believe business conditions will
improve over the next four months, up
from 30.3 percent in February.  Half of
the respondents believe business
conditions will remain the same over
the next four months, down from 63.6
percent in February.  None believe
business conditions will worsen, down
from 6.1 percent who believed so the
previous month.

Less than 42 percent of the survey
respondents believe demand for leases
and loans to fund capital expenditures
will increase over the next four months,
down from 42.4 percent in February,

while 58.3 percent believe demand will
�remain the same� during the same
four-month time period, up from 51.5
percent the previous month.  None
believe demand will decline, down from
6.1 percent in February.

A quarter of the executives expect
more access to capital to fund
equipment acquisitions over the next
four months, down from 27.3 percent
in February, while 75 percent of survey
respondents indicate they expect the
�same� access to capital to fund
business, up from 72.7 percent in
February.

More than 12 percent of the
leadership evaluate the current U.S.
economy as �excellent,� up from 6.1
percent last month, while 87.5 percent
of the leadership evaluate the current
U.S. economy as �fair,� down from 90.9
percent in February.  None rate it as
�poor,� down from 3 percent the
previous month.

Almost 46 percent of the survey
respondents believe that U.S.
economic conditions will get �better�
over the next six months, relatively
unchanged from 45.5 percent who
believed so in February.

�Our truck financing business
continues to exceed budgeted
expectations with monthly credit
applications the highest in our 14 years
of offering financing in this market,�
said William Besgen, president and COO,
Hitachi Capital America Corp. �Our
vendor truck manufacturers continue
to be optimistic as well.�

The foundation said confidence in
the U.S. economy and the capital
markets is a critical driver to the
equipment finance industry.
Throughout history, when confidence
increases, consumers and businesses
are more apt to acquire more
consumer goods, equipment and
durables and invest at prevailing
prices. When confidence decreases,
spending and risk-taking tend to fall.
Investors are said to be confident when
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National Compost Prices

Bulk Retail (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 32.55  $ 77.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 24.50  $ 30.00  $ 17.00
SE  $ 21.88  $ 29.95  $ 16.00
Florida  $ 16.42  $ 26.00  $ 10.50
Cleveland  $ 19.90  $ 28.00  $ 12.50
Iowa  $ 21.57  $ 53.00  $   7.50
Minneapolis  $ 17.09  $ 28.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 29.71  $ 40.00  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 20.31  $ 31.00  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 24.05  $ 55.00  $ 10.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.92  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
SoCal  $ 14.75  $ 24.00  $   8.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 39.12  $ 64.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 23.00  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SE  $ 28.11  $ 35.00  $ 24.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 22.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 65.00  $ 15.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.33  $ 16.00  $   9.00
Texas  $ 30.21  $ 48.95  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
Northwest  $ 20.55  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 23.61  $ 38.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 30.50  $ 45.00  $ 16.00

Leaf humus  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 24.98  $ 30.00  $ 19.95
Chesapeake  $ 27.49  $ 30.00  $ 23.95
Cleveland  $ 19.27  $ 26.00  $   8.00

Composted biosolids Average  High  Low
NE  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Chesapeake  $ 24.98  $ 35.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 12.14  $ 28.00  $   4.00
Florida  $ 13.14  $ 22.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 24.77  $ 30.00  $ 19.50
Iowa  $ 12.67  $ 21.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 21.28  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
Denver  $    9.00  $ 10.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.91  $ 26.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $ 13.36  $ 22.00  $   3.50

Composted chicken manure Average High  Low
NE  $ 45.00  $ 50.00  $ 40.00
Chesapeake  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 42.00  $ 42.00  $ 42.00
Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 37.23  $ 47.50  $ 26.95
Denver  $ 25.65  $ 28.00  $ 24.00
SF-Bay  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
SoCal  $ 44.00  $ 75.00  $ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.50  $ 46.00  $ 45.00
SE  $ 31.33  $ 45.00  $ 12.00
Cleveland  $ 24.00  $ 24.00  $ 24.00
Iowa  $ 42.00  $ 60.00  $ 16.00
Minneapolis  $ 29.33  $ 32.00  $ 26.00
Texas  $ 29.33  $ 47.50  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 21.71  $ 30.00  $ 12.00
Phoenix  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
Northwest  $ 23.85  $ 33.75  $ 17.45

The prices listed below are intended to indicate the
value of mature compost products sold by compost
producers and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed
are based on surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440)
238-6712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815
Hazelwood Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on
listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low
price obtained and an average of all prices obtained
within a particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been

targeted to provide a cross section of compost product
markets in the U.S. Where regions are not identified by
a specific city, "Chesapeake" refers to the region
stretching between Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md.
"Texas" incorporates several major cities in the state.
"Northwest" represents the Seattle and Portland, Ore
areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San Francisco Bay area.
SoCal is Southern California, including  the Los Angeles
and San Diego areas. Denver includes Colorado,
Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to
compost products that include food waste, regional
specialities and other feedstocks not specifically

covered in other categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry
manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow
manures may include manures marketed as steer and
dairy manure. Horse manure is included in this
category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations
that give compost away for free.
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SF-Bay  $ 26.00  $ 26.00  $ 26.00
SoCal  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $ 12.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.35  $ 38.00  $ 12.50
Chesapeake  $ 21.13  $ 28.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 18.78  $ 34.95  $ 12.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 18.00  $ 17.00
Cleveland  $ 25.56  $ 36.25  $ 14.00
Iowa  $ 32.50  $ 40.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 26.00  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 16.19  $ 27.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 18.74  $ 25.00  $ 12.48
Phoenix  $ 17.61  $ 22.95  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 19.00  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 18.14  $ 30.00  $   8.00
SoCal  $ 20.50  $ 50.00  $   6.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 28.00  $ 28.00  $ 28.00
Chesapeake  $ 28.67  $ 33.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 27.13  $ 42.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 20.33  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
Cleveland  $ 24.87  $ 28.99  $ 21.95
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 30.00  $ 30.00
Minneapolis  $ 36.80  $ 49.00  $ 30.00
Texas  $ 26.08  $ 32.50  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 33.28  $ 33.28  $ 33.28
Northwest  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.00  $ 36.00  $ 28.00
SoCal  $ 32.50  $ 35.00  $ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.50  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 13.39  $ 16.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 16.66  $ 25.00  $   8.65
Florida  $   9.75  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 12.50  $ 15.00  $ 10.00
Iowa  $ 14.00  $ 19.00  $   8.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 17.00  $   7.00
Texas  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 13.05  $ 14.10  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 14.79  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 13.71  $ 22.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $   7.33  $ 10.00  $   6.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 25.79  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 10.50  $ 15.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 20.65  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Iowa  $ 13.40  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 12.00  $ 12.00
Texas  $ 17.50  $ 24.00  $   8.50
Denver  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.25  $ 20.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.67  $ 26.00  $   5.00

Composted biosolids Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.33  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Chesapeake  $    9.31  $ 15.00  $   5.00
SE  $ 10.93  $ 15.00  $   5.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 15.99  $ 20.00  $   9.00

Denver  $ 13.00  $ 13.00  $ 13.00
Northwest  $ 16.75  $ 21.00  $ 12.00
SoCal  $ 10.50  $ 17.00  $   3.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 36.00  $ 36.00  $ 36.00
SE  $ 21.38  $ 31.50  $   7.00
Iowa  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
Texas  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Denver  $ 12.05  $ 14.10  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.25  $ 34.50  $ 34.00
SoCal  $   5.00  $   6.00  $   4.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.75  $ 33.00  $   8.00
Chesapeake  $ 15.80  $ 17.00  $ 13.00
SE  $ 14.60  $ 24.95  $   5.00
Florida  $ 14.00  $ 15.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Minneapolis  $ 18.50  $ 20.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 10.83  $ 14.00  $   8.00
Denver  $   7.66  $   8.32  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.33  $ 14.00  $   9.00
SoCal  $   9.25  $ 15.00  $   5.00

Colored wood mulch Average  High  Low
NE  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
Chesapeake  $ 20.50  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SE  $ 19.00  $ 25.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 27.00  $ 35.00  $ 19.00
Texas  $ 20.67  $ 24.00  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 17.66  $ 21.32  $ 14.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.00  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SoCal  $ 22.50  $ 25.00  $ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)  Average  High  Low
NE $ 6.87  $  8.00  $   4.50
Chesapeake  $ 3.73  $  5.49  $   2.15
SE $ 4.00  $ 4.00  $   4.00
lorida  $ 1.99  $ 1.99  $   1.99
Cleveland  $ 2.45  $ 2.99  $   2.10
Iowa  $ 3.12  $ 7.99  $   1.50
Texas  $ 4.25  $ 6.99  $   1.99
Denver  $ 3.59  $ 4.75  $   1.73
Phoenix  $ 4.71  $ 5.99  $   2.77
Northwest  $ 4.29  $ 5.99  $   2.99
SoCal  $ 5.39  $ 6.25  $   3.90
Composted cow manure(40#bag)AverageH i g h L o w
NE  $ 6.53  $   9.87  $   3.85
Chesapeake  $ 5.97  $   7.95  $   3.99
SE  $ 5.16  $   6.97  $   3.34
Florida  $ 1.98  $   1.99  $   1.97
Cleveland  $ 3.27  $   3.99  $   2.49
Iowa  $ 2.18  $   2.49  $   1.75
Minneapolis  $ 3.70  $   7.00  $   1.99
Texas  $ 4.59  $   6.99  $   1.99
Phoenix  $ 2.99  $   3.99  $   2.49
Northwest  $ 3.99  $   3.99  $   3.99
SF-Bay  $ 7.00  $   7.00  $   7.00
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(See New York, page 12)

Legislation/Regulation
Washington

From page 3

programs, particularly for food
packaging and plastic bags and
appropriate composting techniques.�

The Litter Tax is levied upon
manufacturers of food for human or
pet consumption, groceries, cigarettes
and tobacco products, soft drinks and
carbonated beverages, beer and other
malt beverages, wine, newspapers and
magazines, household paper and paper
products, glass containers, metal
containers, plastic or fiber containers
made of synthetic material, cleaning
agents and toiletries, and non-drug
drugstore sundry items.

Until now, the city of
Philadelphia prohibited
restaurants and other

commercial generators from disposing
of food waste. Instead, they were
required to install garbage disposals
for disposal of grindable garbage.

The city this month passed
legislation that changed the dumpster
law to allow for the collection of
grindable garbage in dumpsters
separate from trash dumpsters. The
legislation was passed by council in
February and signed by Mayor Michael
Nutter this month.

The legislation stipulates that
dumpsters used solely for collecting
materials for composting or for farm

Philadelphia
paves way for

restaurant
composting

livestock feed will be licensed as
recycling dumpsters under the city�s
dumpster regulations. Aerated
dumpsters specifically designed to
prevent odor resulting from the
decomposition of food waste need to
be emptied within 24 hours of being
full.

Proposed New York legislation
would prohibit retail and
municipal food vendors from

selling food in polystyrene foam
containers and require them to use a
compostable or recyclable container
unless no suitable affordable

New York bill
encourages
compostable

food packaging
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Control Laboratories
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA  95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Agricultural Analytical
Services Lab

Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Hwy.141
Pound, WI 54161-0007
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email:
curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Compost Turners

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
800-689-0714
815-438-7028
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Cary Richardson

Brown Bear Corp.
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works
15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA  93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email:  sales@hclmachineworks.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey  Campbell

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW

511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO  80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax:  970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web:  www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX  79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax:  806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com

Consulting Firms

Coker Composting &
Consulting

2186 Mountain Pass Road
Troutville, VA 24175
Phone: 540.874-5168
Email: craigcoker@comcast.net
Web: www.cokercompost.com
Contact: Craig Coker
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Quick Response (QR) Codes
The two dimensional "barcode"
above each listing is a digital link to
the company's website. The QR
code can be read by the camera on
mobile devices equipped with
barcode readers. Just scan the
code to access the website. For
technical details, contact your mobile
phone vendor.



Conveyer systems

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Hwy.141
Pound, WI 54161-0007
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email:
curtistisler@patzcorp.com

In-Vessel Composting

Ag-Bag Environmental
92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone:  503-325-2970
Fax:  503-325-2985
Contact:  Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com

Marketing/Public
Relations
The Write Company

9815 Hazelwood Avenue
Strongsville, OH 44149
Phone: 440.238.6603
Fax: 440.238.6712
Web: www.thewriteco.com
Email: ken@thewriteco.com
Contact: Ken McEntee

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Amerimulch - A member of the
ChromaScape family of brands

2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Rocky Hatfield
Email: rockyh@amerimulch.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

BASF/Colorbiotics
1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Screening Systems&
Trommels

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza
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Thermometers &
Monitoring Equipment

REOTEMP Instruments
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 800.648.7737
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/composting-
products.html

Replacement Parts

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

DynaHog
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@dynahog.com
Web: www.dynahog.com
Contact: Jason Haug

Quick Response (QR) Codes
The two dimensional "barcode" above
each listing is a digital link to the
company's website. The QR code can
be read by the camera on mobile devices
equipped with barcode readers. Just
scan the code to access the website.
For technical details, contact your mobile
phone vendor.
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Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Wear Parts

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.GrinderWearParts.com
E. info@GrinderWearParts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown

Wood Grinders &
Shredders

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

Diamond Z Manufacturing
11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Email:
kevin.mayhugh@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com
Contact: Kevin Mayhugh

DuraTech Industries
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Komptech Americas LLC
10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web:
www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Peterson
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza
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� Identify other states that have
permitting regulations for anaerobic
digestion facilities and evaluate those
regulations for adoption in Maryland;

� Evaluate whether county solid waste
management plans should reguire an
organic materials recycling program;

� Address facility infrastructure needs
for organic materials recycling;

� Study ways to encourage a
decentralized and distributed
composting infrastructure;

� Review the recommendations in the
final report of the Composting
Workgroup convened by the
Maryland Department of the
Environment;

� Review the Maryland Department of
the Environment�s Zero Waste Plan�s
goals to increase the diversion of
organic materials;

� Identify ways that the diversion of
food waste can help the state reach
the recycling and waste diversion

Legislation/Regulation

New York
From page 8

compostable or recyclable product is
available.

Senate Bill 2782, introduced in
January, and companion Assembly Bill
5762, introduced in March, define
�affordable� as a product that is
purchasable for not more than 15
percent more than the purchase cost
of the non-biodegradable, non-
compostable or non-recyclable
alternative.

�Compostable� means that all the
materials in the product or package
will break down into, or otherwise
become part of usable compost in a
safe and timely manner in an
appropriate composting program or
facility or in a home compost pile or
device. Compostable disposable food
service ware includes ASTM standard
bio-plastics that are clearly labeled,

preferably with a color symbol, such
that it can be easily distinguished by
any compost collector or processor.

The bills have been assigned to their
respective environmental
conservation committees.

Maryland
From page 1

facilities and the capacity available
in the state;

� Identify properties or development
zones where infrastructure may be
developed;

� Identify any tax or other incentives
that already exist to encourage
infrastructure development;

� Identify persons that generate 1 ton
or more of food waste per week by
name and location and the estimated
total tonnage of food waste generated
by them

� Study yard waste disposal bans in
place in other states;

� Study food waste recovery
requirements in place in other states; (See Maryland, page 14)
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Maryland
From page 13

goals in the Zero Waste Plan;
� Study how food waste diversion can

help the state meet phosphorus
management goals;

� Recommend specific legislative and
other policy initiatives to implement
the recommendations in the
Composting Workgroup�s final report
and the goals and objectives of the
Zero Waste Plan, including measures
to strengthen the existing yard waste
disposal ban and institute new
requirements for food waste
reduction and recycling.
The task force would report interim

findings and recommendations to the
governor by January 1, 2016, with final
findings and recommendations to be
reported a year later.

The task force would consist of the
following members from outside

government:
� One representative of the Maryland -

DC Compost Council, a the state
affiliate of the U.S. Composting
Council.

� One representative of the American
Biogas Council;

� One representative of the Restaurant
Association of Maryland;

� One representative of the Maryland
Retailers Association;

� One representative of the Maryland
Food Bank;

� One representative of the Institute
for Local Self Reliance;

� One representative of the Maryland
Recycling Network.
Government agencies would be

represented by:
� One member of the Senate of Maryland,

appointed by the president of the
Senate;

� One member of the House of Delegates,
appointed by the speaker of the
House;

� The secretary of the environment, or

the secretary�s designee;
� The secretary of business and

economic development or the
secretary�s designee;

� The secretary of agriculture, or the
secretary�s designee;

� The director of the Maryland
Environmental Service, or the
director�s designee.
The following task force members

would be appointed by the governor:
� One representative of a local public

works department;
� One representative of a privately

owned commercial composting
facility;

� One representative of an agricultural
industry that accepts food waste for
composting, anaerobic digestion or
animal feed purposes;

� One representative of a developer of
an anaerobic digestion project;

� One representative of a waste hauler
that offers collection of source
separated food waste;

� One representative of a large food
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(See EPA, page 16)

waste processor in the state;
� One representative of a supermarket

chain store.
The secretary of the environment or

the secretary�s designee and the
secretary of business and economic
development or the secretary�s
designee would be the co-chairs of the
task force. The Department of the
Environment and the Department of
Business and Economic Development
jointly would provide staff for the task
force.

potential problems with the quality of
its air, drinking water, and surface
water, and that the nation suffered from
waste disposal problems and
contamination from mining and
agriculture.� Lehr said. �Collectively,
we spoke before dozens of
congressional committees in both the
House of Representatives and the U.S.
Senate, drawing attention to mounting
environmental pollution problems.
We called for the establishment of a
national Environmental Protection
Agency, and in 1971 we succeeded.�

Among the bills Lehr said he helped
to write were the Water Pollution
Control Act (later renamed the Clean
Water Act), Safe Drinking Water Act,
Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, Surface Mining and Reclamation
Act (which, surprisingly, covered deep
mines as well), Clean Air Act, Federal
Insecticide, Rodenticide, and
Fungicide Act, and Comprehensive
Environmental Response
Compensation and Liability Act (which
we now know as Superfund).

�These acts worked well in
protecting the environment and the
health of our citizens, with the
exception of Superfund, which proved
to be too overreaching and wreaked
havoc with U.S. business as companies
operating within the law were fined
countless dollars and required to pay
huge sums after the fact for clean-up of
waste disposal that had been within the
law at the time of the activity,� Lehr
said.

Today, he said, the EPA is an out of
control agency that is more involved
with pushing a political agenda than
protecting the environment. And it is
not fixable, he concluded.

�It is tempting to imagine EPA can
be fixed, that its abuse of power and
pursuit of political agendas without
regard to their effect on the
environment could be stopped if only
the right people were appointed to run
it, or perhaps if Congress passed laws
requiring better science or more cost-
benefit analysis,� Lehr wrote.

But the problems, he said, are too
deep-rooted to correct.

Former EPA
advocate argues
for replacement

of agency

Proposes state control

Almost 50 years ago, Jay Lehr
was among a group of
professionals who called for the

establishment of a federal agency that
would oversee the nation�s
environmental problems. The holder
of the nation�s first Ph.D. in
groundwater hydrology, Lehr served
on a panel that studied the potential to
expand the Bureau of Water Hygiene
within the U.S. Department of Health
into a full environmental protection
organization.

His work was among that of others
which resulted in the creation of the
U.S. EPA.

Today, Lehr says the EPA must be
systematically dismantled and
replaced by a Committee of the Whole
of the 50 state environmental
protection agencies with a five-year
transition period.

Lehr, science director of the
Heartland Institute, made his case for
replacing the EPA in a recent policy
brief published by Heartland, a
Chicago-based research organization.

�In 1968, when I was serving as the
head of a groundwater professional
society, it became obvious to me and a
handful of others that the United States
did not have any serious focus on

�I have come to believe the national
EPA must be systematically
dismantled and replaced by a
Committee of the Whole of the 50 state
environmental protection agencies,�
Lehr said. �Those agencies in nearly all
cases long ago took over primary
responsibility for the implementation
of environmental laws passed by
Congress - or simply handed down by
EPA as fiat rulings without
congressional vote or oversight. When
national EPA was established in 1971,
the federal government had no choice
but to oversee implementation of the
initial seven safety net laws. Soon
thereafter, however, every state
established an independent agency
that filed for and was granted primary
control of the implementation of the
existing laws. With only rare
exceptions, the states are now fully in
control of the regulatory program.�

Lehr said states have a comparative
advantage over the national
government in responding to
environmental problems. With 30
years of experience, the 50 state
environmental agencies are ready to
take over management of the nation�s
environment, he said.

�The initial laws I helped write have
become increasingly more draconian,
yet they have not benefited our
environment or the health of our
citizens,� Lehr said. �Instead, they
suppress our economy and the right of
our citizens to make an honest living. It
seems to me, and to others, that this is
actually the intention of those in EPA
and in Congress who want to see
government power expanded without
regard to whether it is needed to protect
the environment or public health.�

Only the EPA research laboratories
should be left in place at the national
level to answer additional scientific
questions, Lehr suggested.

�Eighty percent of what is now
national EPA�s budget could be
eliminated, and the remaining 20
percent could be used to run the
research labs and administer the
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Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

Committee of the Whole of the 50 state
environmental agencies,� Lehr said.

His policy brief details a five-year
plan to phase EPA down from more
than 150,000 employees to 300. The
document can be accessed at http://
tinyurl.com/ndeltjv.

Legislation/Regulation

EPA
From page 15

Advocacy

Virginia
From page 1

Food waste

Charlotte
From page 1

product, just electricity and compost.
Bluesphere hopes to be up and
operational by the end of the year and
to have 11 additional facilities around
the world built by 2018.�

Bluesphere generates electricity
from biogas derived from organic
waste, which is mostly food waste, and
sells this electricity to leading electric
companies through long-term power
purchase agreements. Waste-to-
energy is one of the fastest growing
segments in the renewable energy
markets.

For more information visit
www.bluespherecorporate.com

Greenleaf Power
buys

Connecticut
biomass plant

Biomass

Greenleaf is majority owned by
Denham Capital, a leading energy and
resources focused private equity firm.

Greenleaf Power expects to close on
the transaction later this year.

� Lincoln, Neb. based B&R Stores
and Prairieland Dairy are partnering
to turn tons of manure and store waste
into a saleable compost product. B&R

Food waste
vermicomposting
tests in Chicago

Greenleaf Power, an owner and
operator of renewable energy
power plants, has entered into

an agreement with Leidos Holdings to
acquire Plainfield Renewable Energy,
a Plainfield, Ct. biomass power plant.

�The acquisition of Plainfield
Renewable Energy will mark Greenleaf
Power�s sixth acquisition in North
America and second on the east coast,�
said Hugh Smith, president of Greenleaf
Power. �Plainfield solidifies Greenleaf
Power�s presence throughout North
America as the leading owner-operator
of biomass power facilities.�

Plainfield Renewable Energy, which
first became operational in December
2013, uses clean biomass as its fuel and
sells its electrical output to Connecticut
Light and Power under a long-term
offtake agreement. The facility has a
net electricity generation capacity of
about 37.5 megawatts and is capable
of providing baseload renewable
energy for as many as 280,000 homes.

Greenleaf Power, whose existing
facilities are located in California and
Canada, is focused on investing in and
developing projects that gather
biomass that would otherwise be
openly burned or landfilled, and
converting it to renewable energy.

Flood Brothers Disposal, a Chicago
area waste hauler, has started a
worm composting program for

food waste. Food scraps and other
organic material collected from
restaurants, food service organizations
and grocery stores are placed in Bio-
Bins filled with earthworms. The worms
eat nutrient-rich fruit and vegetables,
turning them into compost.

To create the right composting
environment, the bins are filled with
recycled newspaper strips. For the
process to be successful the worms
need moisture, air, food, darkness and
warm temperatures, the company said.
The newspaper strips hold moisture
and contain air spaces for the worms.
Temperatures of the bins are monitored
regularly to ensure temperatures are
within the proper range.

�Compost is very versatile,� the
company said in a statement. �It can be
used immediately or stored for a later
gardening or planting season. Compost
can be directly mixed into the soil or
used as a rich top dressing for indoor
and outdoor plants.�

After the testing phase of the
program is complete, Flood Brothers
plans to increase the number of Bio-
Bins and capability for composting.
The compost will then be made
available to customers at a nominal
cost.

take positions on regulations and
legislation that affect the industry and
the market for compost.

Virginia is the fourth regional
chapter of the USCC, which is growing
due to the increased diversion efforts
of communities who are removing food
scraps along with the traditional yard
trim from disposal, USCC said. The
demand side of the industry is
expanding with the growing
recognition of the beneficial uses of
compost. California, Minnesota and
North Carolina all have USCC chapters,
and less formal groups are working in
the Maryland-Delaware region and
Colorado, USCC said.

In addition fo Conradie, the Virginia
Composting Council�s board of
directors includes Kyle White and Bob
Broom, from McGill Compost, John
Collett, of the city of Newport News,
Marshall Hall and Chip Hall, from
Natural Organic Process Enterprises.
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(See Digest, page 19)

plans to begin selling bags of its Prairie
Gold this spring.

Store waste, like produce, bakery
goods, meat scraps, floral
arrangements and cardboard, are
being mixed with cow manure to make
a cured product that will be mixed with
organic waste from various sources
before being bagged into Prairie Gold.
- Omaha World Herald,
www.omaha.com.

� Pizza box composting is a hit at
North Carolina State University.
The school started the project a year
ago and has collected more than 9,000
pizza boxes with grease and baked-on
cheese that cannot go through the
typical cardboard recycling process.

Last March, N.C. State�s Waste
Reduction and Recycling Office set up
two designated bins with pizza labels
for students to discard their oleaginous
cardboard along with oily napkins,
pepperoni bits and leftover crusts.

The composting project was
advertised around campus and was
well-received. Four additional
collection bins were added last fall to
help keep up with demand.

Students in the university�s
EcoVillage, an on-campus living and
learning community of about 90
students interested in sustainability,
helped market the composting
program by painting pizzas on the
collection bins, hosting an educational
pizza party and creating a promotional
video.

The dumpsters are emptied weekly
and taken with all other campus dining
facility food waste to Brooks
Contractor, a compost facility in
Goldston, N.C.. where the waste
decomposes into soil.

Another expansion of the
composting project was the installation
of two food-waste stations in the Talley
Student Union, a campus hub with
several restaurants. - New & Observer,
www.newsobserver.com.

� Long Island Compost, a Westbury,
N.Y. maker and marketer of compost
and mulch, has sold its consumer

packaging business to Scotts Miracle-
Gro. The sale transfers ownership of
Long Island Compost's consumer
packaging site in Yaphank and its
consumer brands, Great Gardens and
Hamptons Estates, to Scotts, which is
based in Marysville, Ohio. Scotts also
has licensed the Long Island Compost
brand.

Scotts, which bills itself as the world's
largest marketer of branded consumer
lawn and garden products, has
competed with Long Island Compost
on garden store shelves. Charles
Vigliotti, Long Island Compost
president and CEO, who owns the
company with his brother, Arnold, said
38 workers will become Scotts'
employees in Yaphank.

The Vigliottis will continue to
operate Long Island Compost
production and wholesale operations,
and a newly created company,
American Organic Energy, which plans
to create renewable energy and
compost using an anaerobic digester,
which cuts odors, dust and noise.

Long Island Compost, which remains
based in Westbury, will maintain two
office buildings in Yaphank, along with
ownership of the 62 acres. - Newday,
www.newsday.com.

� The Ukiah, Calif. City Council
plans to vote next month on whether
to allow city residents to add kitchen
scraps to their yard waste bins for
composting. Vice-Mayor Steve
Scalmanini, who serves on the two-
person ad-hoc committee discussing
the future handling of the city�s food
waste, said progress is being made
toward a proposal that may be
considered at the council�s April 15
meeting.

City officials and Ukiah Waste
Solutions staff have been discussing
for years the possibility of composting
food waste rather than sending it to
landfills. Residents of unincorporated
Mendocino County and the city of Fort
Bragg for years have been adding food
waste to their green bins, which are



Composting News / December 2014

Page 18



Composting News / March 2015

Page  19

Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

From page 17

then taken to Cold Creek Compost, in
Ukiah. - Ukiah Daily Journal,
www.ukiahdailyjournal.com

� A Lamont, Calif.  composting
plant where two workers died in an
accident is under new ownership and
looking to distance itself from its
checkered past.

Community Recycling, where two
brothers died after being exposed to
poison gas in 2012,  is now operating as
Recology Blossom Valley Organics.
The company's mission is the same -
turning organic waste into fertilizer.

In an effort to curb odors and dust,

Recology has agreed to start an
aeration process that will draw air
through the composting heaps and
filter out up to 80 percent of volatile
compounds. Until the Lamont public
utility district comes up with a better
way of disposing its treated sewage
water,  the Recology facility is the only
game in town, using the effluent to
control dust on site.

As part of its new lease, Recology
agreed to a four-year project that will
offer Lamont a second option for fixing
up 160 acres of land owned by the
district to act as a backup for excess
waste water.

In 2012 Community Recycling &
Resource Recoverywas fined
$166,000 over the workers'  deaths,
due to failure to give proper training
and test for dangerous levels of gas.

The brothers were cleaning the
underground storm drain system at

the company's facility in Kern County.
- KGET,

www.kerngoldenempire.com.

�     New organic decomposition units
will be installed throughout Fort Lee�s
dining facilities by this summer thanks
to the U.S. Army�s nationwide green
movement.

Fort Lee is one of five military bases
that will have Ecovim units installed
by the end of this year. The
Environmental Management Division
at Fort Lee, in Virginia,  partnered
with the Defense Commissary Agency
and the Joint Culinary Center of
Excellence to purchase the Ecovim
composters.

The stainless steel Food Waste
Decomposition System can process
650 pounds in a 12-hour cycle. -

Peterson Progress Index,
www.progress-index.com.
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