
Highlights
California water discharge
rules up for approval

National compost prices

n

n

July 2015                                                                                      Volume 24 Number 5

Visit Composting News online at www.compostingnews.com See us on
Facebook

(See Oakland, page 8)

(See Seattle, page 12)

Photo: IVL

(See Chicago, page 14)

Chicago law bolsters compost
operations at community gardens

The city of Seattle is violating
residents' privacy and due
process rights by requiring

garbage collectors to snoop through
their garbage as part of a new ban on
throwing food and food waste into the
trash, claims a lawsuit filed against the
city this month. A civil rights lawsuit,
Bonesteel v. City of Seattle, was filed by
attorneys with the Sacramento, Calif.-
based Pacific Legal Foundation (PLF),
on behalf of a number of Seattle
residents who say their rights are
violated by the new food waste
ordinance.

�This program calls for massive and
persistent snooping on the people of
Seattle,� said Brian Hodges, PLF
principal attorney and managing
attorney with PLF�s Pacific Northwest
Center in Bellevue, Wash. �This is not
just objectionable as a matter of policy,

Seattle sued for
trashing privacy

rights

For example, the monthly rate for
collecting a 20-gallon cart of trash once
a week is $27.97. The rate for the same
sized cart and frequency of collection
for compostables is $33.84 per month.
Weekly collection of a seven-yard trash
bin is $968.10 per month, compared

Oakland restaurants protest
food waste collection hikes

The city of Oakland this month
began its Zero Waste initiative
to keep recyclable and

compostable materials out of landfills.
Local restaurant owners, meanwhile,
were hit with a big surprise when they
got their new trash bills, which took
effect on July 1.

�We are shocked by the massive
compost fee increases in the contract,�
said Gail Lillian, owner of Liba Falafel.
�Additionally, the composting fees are
set higher than trash fees, serving as a
deterrent for composting.�

By Ken McEntee

Chicago City Council this month
approved an ordinance to expand
composting operations at

community gardens and urban farms
across the city. The new law also will
create a citywide community garden
registry and urban farm accessory
composting operation permit. The goal
of the program is to expand the type of
allowable compostable materials at both
community gardens and urban farms,
while implementing measures to ensure
public health standards are maintained,
the city said.

�Composting supports the reuse of material that would otherwise be considered
waste and sent to landfills,� said Commissioner Julie Morita, Chicago Department
of Public Health. �I look forward to implementing these new policies and other best
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Legislation/Regulation of the waters of the state. The California
Water Code requires that anyone who
discharges waste that could affect
waters of the state must submit a report
of waste discharge.

The current practice is to issue
individual waste discharge
requirements (WDRs) for larger
composting facilities. A conditional
waiver for �green waste-only�
composting facilities was in effect from
1994 until 2003, when a change in law
required all waivers to be either
renewed or replaced with WDRs. The
State Water Board developed draft
statewide general WDRs that it says
will address water quality protection
at composting facilities that currently
exist or may be constructed.

The board has rescheduled a public
meeting about its proposed General
Waste Discharge Requirements for
Composting Operations (General
Order) and the draft California

California water
discharge rules
up for approval

New rules that appear to require
zero storm water discharge
from composting facilities are

expected to be approved by the
California State Water Board in August.
The new regulations are likely to
significantly increase the cost of
operating a composting facility in the
state, according to Will Bakx, founder
of Sonoma Compost Co., in Petaluma,
Calif., vice chair of the California
Organic Recycling Council and an
executive board member of the
California Compost Coalition.

The State Water Resources Control
Board and the state�s regional water
quality control boards are required to
protect the quality and beneficial uses
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Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Environmental Impact Report (EIR),
after which it may certify the EIR and
adopt the General Order. The meeting,
previously scheduled for July 7, has
been rescheduled for August 4.

The board issued draft rules in
January 2015 and accepted public
comments until March 2, 2015.

Bakx, whose operation was recently
ordered closed to settle a Clean Water
Act lawsuit filed by a residential group,
said the rules essential mandate zero
discharge facilities.

�I mentioned to the board that they
are requesting a zero discharge facility
and they said, no, it is not a zero
discharge regulation,� Bakx said. �I
disagree, and I think the guidelines are
going to present significant costs to
operators. Looking at this rule, I

California
From page 3

Legislation/Regulation wouldn�t build a facility without
designing for zero discharge, which,
depending on where you�re located,
means you will have to have pumps
and impermeable surfaces like clay or
cement, and that all creates a significant
costs. The cost impact is going to be
much greater than what the board
initially thought it would be.�

In a response to the January draft
rules, the California Composting
Council referred to the zero discharge
rule: �The Order seems to imply 100%
stormwater storage, i.e. zero discharge.
If zero discharge is the standard, then
that should be specified throughout
the Order, and the economic analysis
should be modified to reflect the new
zero discharge standard.�

The board, which published a
synopsis of responses to public
comments, responded that the draft
has been revised in response to
stakeholders� comments.

�The references to �process water,�
�process wastewater,� �non-process

wastewater,� and �wash water� have
been consolidated under the single
term, �wastewater.� The definition of
wastewater has been revised:
Wastewater refers to leachate or any
other liquid flowing from, or on the
working surface.��

Despite the apparent zero-discharge
rule, Bakx said, the proposed rule is
probably the best deal composters are
going to get.

�Composting facilities are going to
be regulated,� he said. �If this isn�t the
rule, then the default is other
regulations would probably be stricter
than these and less streamlined, so I�m
not so sure that this isn�t the best bet.�

Link directly with all of our
advertisers' websites.

Click to
www.compostingnews.com



Page 6

National Compost Prices

Bulk Retail (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 32.55  $ 77.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 24.50  $ 30.00  $ 17.00
SE  $ 21.88  $ 29.95  $ 16.00
Florida  $ 16.42  $ 26.00  $ 10.50
Cleveland  $ 19.90  $ 28.00  $ 12.50
Iowa  $ 21.57  $ 53.00  $   7.50
Minneapolis  $ 17.09  $ 28.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 29.71  $ 40.00  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 20.31  $ 31.00  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 24.05  $ 55.00  $ 10.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.92  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
SoCal  $ 14.75  $ 24.00  $   8.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 39.12  $ 64.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 23.00  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SE  $ 28.11  $ 35.00  $ 24.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 22.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 65.00  $ 15.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.33  $ 16.00  $   9.00
Texas  $ 30.21  $ 48.95  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
Northwest  $ 20.55  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 23.61  $ 38.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 30.50  $ 45.00  $ 16.00

Leaf humus  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 24.98  $ 30.00  $ 19.95
Chesapeake  $ 27.49  $ 30.00  $ 23.95
Cleveland  $ 19.27  $ 26.00  $   8.00

Composted biosolids Average  High  Low
NE  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Chesapeake  $ 24.98  $ 35.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 12.14  $ 28.00  $   4.00
Florida  $ 13.14  $ 22.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 24.77  $ 30.00  $ 19.50
Iowa  $ 12.67  $ 21.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 21.28  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
Denver  $    9.00  $ 10.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.91  $ 26.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $ 13.36  $ 22.00  $   3.50

Composted chicken manure Average High  Low
NE  $ 45.00  $ 50.00  $ 40.00
Chesapeake  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 42.00  $ 42.00  $ 42.00
Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 37.23  $ 47.50  $ 26.95
Denver  $ 25.65  $ 28.00  $ 24.00
SF-Bay  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
SoCal  $ 44.00  $ 75.00  $ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.50  $ 46.00  $ 45.00
SE  $ 31.33  $ 45.00  $ 12.00
Cleveland  $ 24.00  $ 24.00  $ 24.00
Iowa  $ 42.00  $ 60.00  $ 16.00
Minneapolis  $ 29.33  $ 32.00  $ 26.00
Texas  $ 29.33  $ 47.50  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 21.71  $ 30.00  $ 12.00
Phoenix  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
Northwest  $ 23.85  $ 33.75  $ 17.45

The prices listed below are intended to indicate the
value of mature compost products sold by compost
producers and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed
are based on surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440)
238-6712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815
Hazelwood Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on
listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low
price obtained and an average of all prices obtained
within a particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been

targeted to provide a cross section of compost product
markets in the U.S. Where regions are not identified by
a specific city, "Chesapeake" refers to the region
stretching between Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md.
"Texas" incorporates several major cities in the state.
"Northwest" represents the Seattle and Portland, Ore
areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San Francisco Bay area.
SoCal is Southern California, including  the Los Angeles
and San Diego areas. Denver includes Colorado,
Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to
compost products that include food waste, regional
specialities and other feedstocks not specifically

covered in other categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry
manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow
manures may include manures marketed as steer and
dairy manure. Horse manure is included in this
category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations
that give compost away for free.
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SF-Bay  $ 26.00  $ 26.00  $ 26.00
SoCal  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $ 12.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.35  $ 38.00  $ 12.50
Chesapeake  $ 21.13  $ 28.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 18.78  $ 34.95  $ 12.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 18.00  $ 17.00
Cleveland  $ 25.56  $ 36.25  $ 14.00
Iowa  $ 32.50  $ 40.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 26.00  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 16.19  $ 27.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 18.74  $ 25.00  $ 12.48
Phoenix  $ 17.61  $ 22.95  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 19.00  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 18.14  $ 30.00  $   8.00
SoCal  $ 20.50  $ 50.00  $   6.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 28.00  $ 28.00  $ 28.00
Chesapeake  $ 28.67  $ 33.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 27.13  $ 42.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 20.33  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
Cleveland  $ 24.87  $ 28.99  $ 21.95
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 30.00  $ 30.00
Minneapolis  $ 36.80  $ 49.00  $ 30.00
Texas  $ 26.08  $ 32.50  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 33.28  $ 33.28  $ 33.28
Northwest  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.00  $ 36.00  $ 28.00
SoCal  $ 32.50  $ 35.00  $ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.50  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 13.39  $ 16.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 16.66  $ 25.00  $   8.65
Florida  $   9.75  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 12.50  $ 15.00  $ 10.00
Iowa  $ 14.00  $ 19.00  $   8.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 17.00  $   7.00
Texas  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 13.05  $ 14.10  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 14.79  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 13.71  $ 22.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $   7.33  $ 10.00  $   6.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 25.79  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 10.50  $ 15.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 20.65  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Iowa  $ 13.40  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 12.00  $ 12.00
Texas  $ 17.50  $ 24.00  $   8.50
Denver  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.25  $ 20.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.67  $ 26.00  $   5.00

Composted biosolids Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.33  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Chesapeake  $    9.31  $ 15.00  $   5.00
SE  $ 10.93  $ 15.00  $   5.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 15.99  $ 20.00  $   9.00

Denver  $ 13.00  $ 13.00  $ 13.00
Northwest  $ 16.75  $ 21.00  $ 12.00
SoCal  $ 10.50  $ 17.00  $   3.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 36.00  $ 36.00  $ 36.00
SE  $ 21.38  $ 31.50  $   7.00
Iowa  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
Texas  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Denver  $ 12.05  $ 14.10  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.25  $ 34.50  $ 34.00
SoCal  $   5.00  $   6.00  $   4.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.75  $ 33.00  $   8.00
Chesapeake  $ 15.80  $ 17.00  $ 13.00
SE  $ 14.60  $ 24.95  $   5.00
Florida  $ 14.00  $ 15.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Minneapolis  $ 18.50  $ 20.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 10.83  $ 14.00  $   8.00
Denver  $   7.66  $   8.32  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.33  $ 14.00  $   9.00
SoCal  $   9.25  $ 15.00  $   5.00

Colored wood mulch Average  High  Low
NE  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
Chesapeake  $ 20.50  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SE  $ 19.00  $ 25.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 27.00  $ 35.00  $ 19.00
Texas  $ 20.67  $ 24.00  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 17.66  $ 21.32  $ 14.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.00  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SoCal  $ 22.50  $ 25.00  $ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)  Average  High  Low
NE $ 6.87  $  8.00  $   4.50
Chesapeake  $ 3.73  $  5.49  $   2.15
SE $ 4.00  $ 4.00  $   4.00
lorida  $ 1.99  $ 1.99  $   1.99
Cleveland  $ 2.45  $ 2.99  $   2.10
Iowa  $ 3.12  $ 7.99  $   1.50
Texas  $ 4.25  $ 6.99  $   1.99
Denver  $ 3.59  $ 4.75  $   1.73
Phoenix  $ 4.71  $ 5.99  $   2.77
Northwest  $ 4.29  $ 5.99  $   2.99
SoCal  $ 5.39  $ 6.25  $   3.90
Composted cow manure(40#bag)AverageH i g h L o w
NE  $ 6.53  $   9.87  $   3.85
Chesapeake  $ 5.97  $   7.95  $   3.99
SE  $ 5.16  $   6.97  $   3.34
Florida  $ 1.98  $   1.99  $   1.97
Cleveland  $ 3.27  $   3.99  $   2.49
Iowa  $ 2.18  $   2.49  $   1.75
Minneapolis  $ 3.70  $   7.00  $   1.99
Texas  $ 4.59  $   6.99  $   1.99
Phoenix  $ 2.99  $   3.99  $   2.49
Northwest  $ 3.99  $   3.99  $   3.99
SF-Bay  $ 7.00  $   7.00  $   7.00
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(See Oakland, page 12)

Food waste

Oakland
From page 1

to $1,109.75 for compostables.
As a result of a new 10-year contract

with the city of Oakland that gives Waste
Management of Alameda County a
monopoly on the commercial
collection of trash and compostables,
Lillian said, her monthly charge for
organics collection more than doubled,
from $225 per month to $460 per
month � an increase of almost $3,000
per year. Trash collection rates
increased, she said, but not nearly as
much as her composting bill.

In a letter to Waste Management and
to Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf, a group
of local restaurant owners said that
cost advantages of composting and
recycling created strong incentives to
reduce landfill use, leading to different
choices when shopping for supplies
and ingredients to reduce waste. It

makes no sense, Lillian says, especially
in light of the city�s Zero Waste
initiative, to make restaurants pay
more to separate their compostables.

Following a protest by local
restaurant owners � who have formed
a new group called the Oakland Indie
Alliance - City Council was considering
a revised proposal that would reduce
rates for organics collection to 90
percent of the trash rate. Lillian called
it a short term fix.

Until the new waste contract went
into effect, Waste Management
controlled commercial trash
collection, but companies were free to
contract with other vendors for
recycling and composting pickups,
Lillian said. Lillian and some other
restaurant owners hired Recology to
take their food waste. The new contact
gave Waste Management a monopoly
on composting as well. The contract
was approved last fall, ending a suit
Waste Management filed against
Oakland after the city earlier awarded

an exclusive collection contract to
another company.

�We expected to see a rate increase
with the new contract, but we didn�t
expect this,� she said.

On June 10, Lillian and about 24
other restaurant owners held a press
conference in protest of the new rates
on the steps of Oakland City Hall. Some
brought their food waste containers
with them.

�The restaurants, whom have been
big supporters of composting for years,
are getting massive increases in this
new contract,� she said. �Some of us
have seen our composting rates triple.
One restaurant is getting an increase of
$11,000 from last year and some others
say they are being charged $8,000
more.�

A boycott of composting is one
response the restaurant owners could
consider, Lillian said. Unfortunately,
however, they could be fined under a
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Control Laboratories
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA  95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Agricultural Analytical
Services Lab

Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Hwy.141
Pound, WI 54161-0007
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email:
curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Compost Turners

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
800-689-0714
815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Cary Richardson

Brown Bear Corp.
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works
15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA  93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email:  sales@hclmachineworks.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey  Campbell

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW

511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO  80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax:  970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web:  www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX  79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax:  806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com

Consulting Firms

Coker Composting &
Consulting

2186 Mountain Pass Road
Troutville, VA 24175
Phone: 540.874-5168
Email: craigcoker@comcast.net
Web: www.cokercompost.com
Contact: Craig Coker

Conveyer systems

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Hwy.141
Pound, WI 54161-0007
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com
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In-Vessel Composting

Ag-Bag Environmental
92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone:  503-325-2970
Fax:  503-325-2985
Contact:  Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com

Marketing/Public
Relations
The Write Company

9815 Hazelwood Avenue
Strongsville, OH 44149
Phone: 440.238.6603
Fax: 440.238.6712
Web: www.thewriteco.com
Email: ken@thewriteco.com
Contact: Ken McEntee

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Amerimulch - A member of the
ChromaScape family of brands

2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Rocky Hatfield
Email: rockyh@amerimulch.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

BASF/Colorbiotics
1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Screening Systems&
Trommels

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza
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Thermometers &
Monitoring Equipment

REOTEMP Instruments
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 800.648.7737
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/composting-
products.html

Replacement Parts

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

DynaHog
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@dynahog.com
Web: www.dynahog.com
Contact: Jason Haug

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager
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Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Wear Parts

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.GrinderWearParts.com
E. info@GrinderWearParts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown

Wood Grinders &
Shredders

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

Diamond Z Manufacturing
11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Email:
kevin.mayhugh@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com
Contact: Kevin Mayhugh

DuraTech Industries
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Komptech Americas LLC
10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web:
www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Peterson
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Quick Response (QR) Codes
The two dimensional "barcode"
above each listing is a digital link to
the company's website. The QR
code can be read by the camera on
mobile devices equipped with
barcode readers. Just scan the
code to access the website. For
technical details, contact your mobile
phone vendor.



Composting News / July 2015

Page 12

Food waste

Oakland
From page 8

new law that prohibits more than 10
percent recyclables or food waste in
their trash bins.

On July 20, City Council held a
special meeting to consider the rate
revision.

�Even at 90 percent of the trash
collection rate, the charge is still 30 to
40 percent of the comparable rates for
surrounding cities,� Lillian said. �In
addition, the revised contract would
allow Waste Management, starting next
year, to recoup their losses from
lowering their organics collection rates
this year.�

Lillian said City Council members
were �furious� about the contract and
showed support for the restaurant
owners. But she acknowledged that
council members were negligent in
approving a contract that they

apparently had not read.
�I do hold them responsible because

they should have done their due
diligence,� Lillian said. �But I am
confident that they will now act on our
behalf.�

As part of the contract, she said, the
city required Waste Management to
switch its truck fleet to use natural gas
powered vehicles. To comply, she said,
Waste Management had to purchase
86 new trucks for $330,000 each.

�The city should have realized that
Waste Management was going to try to
raise rates to cover those costs,� Lillian
said. �We expected to get a bit of an
increase but this increase isn�t what we
thought they signed us up for.�

The Indie Alliance was formed in
March after the city passed a minimum
wage of $12.25 per hour � a 36 percent
increase from the previous minimum
wage.

�We�re getting squeezed,� she said.
�That�s why we�ve gone from seven to
70 members in a few months. First it

was the high wages, then the
composting rate hike. And a $15
minimum wage is coming soon.�

Phone  calls to Oakland city officials,
including Council President Lynette
Gibson McElhaney and Sean Mahar, of
Oakland Environmental Services, were
not returned.

Seattle
From page 1

it is a flagrant assault on people�s
constitutional rights.�

The suit seeks a permanent
injunction and a declaration that the
snooping law is void and unenforceable
because it flouts core privacy and due
process guarantees.

Donor-supported PLF is a public-
interest watchdog organization that
litigates nationwide for limited
government, property rights and
individual rights.

In the lawsuit filed in King County
Superior Court, PLF attorneys
represent � without charge � Seattle
residents Richard Bonesteel, Scott
Shock, Steven Davies, Sally Oljar, Mark
Elster, Greg Moon, Keli Carender and
Edwin Yasukawa.

At issue is Seattle Ordinance No.
124582, which took effect on January
1, prohibiting residents from throwing
food and compostable paper in the
trash. The food waste ban requires
garbage collectors to monitor the
contents of garbage cans through
�visual inspection� and to report
residents to Seattle Public Utilities
when �significant amounts� of a can�s
contents (more than 10 percent) are
made up of recyclables or food waste.

Currently, an �educational� tag is
affixed to offending cans. Starting in
January 2016, fines will be imposed.
The law applies to single-family homes,
apartments, and commercial
properties.

�Seattle can�t place its composting
goals over the privacy and due process
rights of its residents,� said PLF
attorney Ethan Blevins.  �This food
waste ban uses trash collectors to pry
through people�s garbage without a
warrant, as Washington courts have
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long required for garbage inspections
by police.�

Hodges added that although it is
�laudable to encourage recycling and
composting, the city is going about it in
a way that trashes the privacy rights of
each and every person in Seattle. The
city may try to put a happy face on the
program, with assurances that it�s not
nosy and meddlesome, but the internal
documents tell another story. Training
documents call for �zero tolerance� and
show garbage collectors removing bags
to inspect a garbage can, peering into
translucent bags, and opening torn or
untied bags."

Garbage collectors have already
begun placing brightly colored tags in
plain view on �offending� cans, PLF
said. Starting in January 2016, fines
will be imposed ($1 per offense for
residents; $50 for multi-family
property owners and commercial
establishments). Although PLF said the
fines are nominal amounts, two state
constitutional rights are violated:

� Right to privacy. Article I,
section 7, of the Washington
Constitution provides that �[n]o
person shall be disturbed in his private
affairs, or his home invaded, without
authority of law.�  This provision offers
more expansive protection than the
Fourth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.  Washington courts
�jealously guard� the right to privacy,
holding that people have a reasonable
expectation that the contents of their
garbage cans will remain private, and
that the government may not search
rubbish bins without a warrant.

�The constitution and courts of
Washington recognize that the right to
privacy, like the right to property, is a
fundamental freedom,� said Hodges.
�Seattle city government is subverting
that right by prying into people�s
private affairs via their trash cans.�

� Right to due process. Article 1,
section 3, of the Washington
Constitution says, �No person shall be
deprived of life, liberty, or property,

without due process of law.�  Yet for
most alleged offenders, the food waste
ban does not provide any method for
challenging claims of violation.  In fact,
it operates solely on the word of garbage
collectors.  With one exception for
repeat commercial offenders, there is
no requirement for preserving
evidence (such as photographs) and
no opportunity for appeal.

�This law makes garbage collectors
the judges and juries,� said Hodges.
�You�re at the mercy of their off-the-
cuff estimates about the amount, or
percentage, of food waste and
recyclables in your garbage can.  If
their subjective hunch goes against
you, you get a fine and/or a brightly
colored �shame tag� to embarrass you
in front of the public. The people of
Seattle should not be treated with less
respect than is due to accused
criminals. In fact, the state constitution
guarantees them a right to be treated

(See Seattle, page 14)
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Food Waste

Seattle
From page 13

fairly and with due process, and our
lawsuit seeks to uphold that right.�

Davies, one of the plaintiffs in the
suit, said, �There is nothing trivial
about government abridging our right
to personal privacy in our homes and
our daily lives. Seattle�s garbage law
promotes government snooping, and
that�s not just offensive, it�s a violation
of constitutional protections for all
Seattle residents.  The city can�t treat
people�s basic rights as disposable, and
I�m grateful Pacific Legal Foundation
is helping us stand up for that principle.�

Elster, another plaintiff, added,
�Social engineering of this sort leads to
unnecessary and unwelcome
government intrusion. Seattle�s
garbage recycling program may seem
well-meaning, and the inconveniences
to the public might seem trivial, but

there�s nothing harmless about the city
attempting to coerce everyone
through a program of official prying.
We�re suing on behalf of all Seattle
residents who value their privacy and
other basic freedoms, because the
people�s constitutional rights take
precedence over the politicians� policy
preferences.�

More information, including the
complaint, video, a blog post and a
Stop City Snooping webpage, is
available at www.pacificlegal.org.

practices with our community
stakeholders in the upcoming
composting season.�

In addition to landscape waste like
grass or shrubbery clippings,
community gardens will now be
allowed to compost limited organic
waste, including food scraps like
vegetables and eggshells. The

ordinance also creates a new Urban
Farm Accessory Composting
Operation Permit, which will allow
urban farms to apply for a permit with
the Chicago Department of Public
Health to compost livestock waste, in
addition to landscape and limited
organic waste.

The city said the ordinance was
drafted with input from local urban
agriculture and environmental
stakeholders and that the city will
continue to work with these partners
as the community is educated about
new composting opportunities.

�This ordinance positions Chicago
as one of the top cities in the nation for
small scale composting sites,
protecting the environment and
introducing new tools for urban
farmers and gardeners,� said Jen
Walling, executive director of the
Illinois Environmental Council.

In 2011, the city passed the Urban
Farm ordinance, expanding the size
limit on community gardens, relaxing

Chicago
From page 1
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(See Digest, page 18)

fencing and parking requirements on
commercial urban farms to help reduce
startup costs and allowing for
innovative new methods of farming
such as hydroponic and aquaponic
systems. Over the last four years,
acreage devoted to urban farming has
increased by a factor of 13, going from
1.4 acres to roughly 18 acres, and the
number of urban farm operators from
2 to 13, the city said.

A similar case was reported this
month by a Northamptonshire man. -
The Mirror, www.mirror.co.uk

� Coast of Maine Organic Products
has developed a �supersoil� to cater to
medical marijuana growers, opening
the door to a new and rapidly growing
market. The company�s gentle rollout
of its supersoil, Stonington Blend is
one part of its potential growth,
building upon revenue that�s already
up 18 percent this fiscal year, partly
driven by rising demand for organic
food and products.

Sales growth for Coast of Maine�s
flagship lobster compost has pushed
the company with 15 to 20 employees
� depending on the season � to start
refining production methods and seek
investors to acquire new facilities in
Greater Portland and the mid-Atlantic
possibly before the end of this year.

The c0mpany said maintaining a

Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

� A 70-year-old British gardener
said he was surprised when a cannabis
plant sprouted from a planter after
filling it with compost from a DIY store.
The plant grew to 18 inches in just a
month, proving the effectiveness of
compost.

consistent quality is important as it
looks to sell to professional customers
such as medical marijuana growers.
For now, the company is focused on
reaching out to smaller-scale medical
marijuana caregivers in Maine. Larger-
scale dispensaries pose a harder sell.

Medical marijuana is legal in 23
states. - Bangor Daily News,
www.bangordailynews.com

� After Washington Township,
Mich.  residents fought back a proposal
to locate a compost facility in their
community, their state representative
has called for a new location near the
state prison near New Haven.

Initial plans were to place the site in
Washington Township, which is part of
State Rep. Pete Lucido�s House district.

"Where better to locate a state-
regulated facility than state land?� he
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Compost product news

Komptech Multistar S3

Komptech�s new Multistar S3 is a
new generation star screen built on the
same performance features as the
company�s larger models but with
affordability in mind, Komptech said.

The unit is a perfect fit for lower and
medium producers: The hopper
capacity of up to 4.5 cubic yards
provides continuous operation, while
large screen decks allow the machine
to process between 125 to 200 yards
per hour depending upon application.

Built on a trailer chassis, this machine
has a small footprint while still offering
mobility for service providers or multi-
site use. Just like the larger star screen
models, the machine can process a
large range of materials from compost
to green waste to bark, chips and pre-
shredded waste wood. Similarly,
almost all the options on the larger
machines are available on the S3: Wind-
sifting, screen deck variations, switch
from three to two fractions, hopper
extensions and much more.

Sheet metal panels with large access
doors protect the drive components.
Elsewhere, tough truck-grade tarp
material protects components from
dirt, while saving weight and costs
making this unit budget friendly.
Rolling up the tarp sidewalls gives
complete access to all other

Komptech introduces
new Multistar S3

components.
Experience makes the difference,

Komptech said. The Multistar S3 has
the proven structure and high-quality
components of the Multistar series.
The coarse-before-fine principle
delivers high screening quality, allows
for shorter screens and also protects
the fine screen from large
contaminates. The S3 has Komptech�s
patented Cleanstar, a simple and
effective self-cleaning system for the
screening decks. This keeps
throughput and separation
performance high, despite variations
in the input material. As with
Komptech�s other star screens, setting
the desired particle size is
straightforward and done with one
touch from the control panel. All
components are electrically powered,
from grid power or with the on-board
diesel generator.

The new Multistar S3 complies with
Komptech�s rigorous Green Efficiency
criteria. That means top efficiency with
low emissions.

For more information visit
www.komptechamericas.com.

Patz Corp. has added the 600 Series
to its line of stationary vertical mixers.
The low-profile, 185 cubic foot unit is
strong, resilient, reliable and designed

to handle daily mixing requirements,
Patz said.

The 600 Series Vertical Mixer was
engineered for use in a variety of
applications, including the mixing of
feed rations, processing of organic
materials for composting and reducing
the volume of bulky materials. The
stationary unit features heavy-duty ¼-
inch walls, a ½-inch thick tub floor, a
tough 3/8-inch top ring and two
adjustable flow restrictors - all included
as standard features.

The mixer�s steel cone-top screw
includes heavy fliting for increased
lifespan and durability, while also
ensuring the exceptional processing
of longer materials. An ASABE-
compliant top safety guard encloses
the mixer tub, allowing safer operation
of the unit.

This new stationary mixer is as
versatile as it is strong, thanks to a
newly-designed base, improved
serviceability, and an array of optional
equipment, including choice of drive
packages, multiple knife options, scale
systems and side extensions to increase
mixing capacity. For more
information, visit www.patzcorp.com.

The new Titan Trommel Screen from
West Salem Machinery (WSM) is an
ultra-heavy duty rotary drum screen
specifically designed and
manufactured for severe duty
screening applications requiring high
throughput and reliable long term
operation, West Salem said. Available
with drum sizes of six, eight and 10 foot
diameters and lengths from 25 to 63
feet long, the Titan Trommel is a
�revolution� in trommel design and
construction � with design features and
build quality that deliver unsurpassed
performance and reliable long term
operation, the company said.

What makes the WSM Titan Trommel
different, the company said, is its
precision manufactured trunnion rings
with heavy duty raised steel rings that

West Salem Machinery
introduces new high

capacity trommel

Patz 600 Series vertical mixer
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Morbark awarded NJPA
contract

are machined and include integrated
lifter attachments � providing superior
drum integrity and concentricity;
massive steel support frame with
machined mounting pads and laser-
aligned trunnion wheel mounts �
allowing long drum lengths with
consistent distribution of loading;
modular and interchangeable dual
trunnion wheel mounts with self-
adjusting pivot point � to handle shock
loading and allow for easy access and
maintenance; simple modular cleaning
brushes with external adjustment � for
improved screening efficiency; and
modular screen design for use of wire
mesh or perforated plate screens �
allowing multiple screening zones and
quick screen changes.

For more information, visit
www.westsalem.com.

The National Joint Power Alliance
(NJPA) has awarded Morbark Inc., with
a four-year contract to provide NJPA
members with medium-duty and
compact construction and
maintenance equipment. The contract,
which officially began May 19, 2015,
also covers related attachments,
accessories and supplies.

�We�re extremely pleased to have
our proposal chosen by the NJPA,�
said Wayne Watts, Morbark�s
governmental sales specialist.
�Winning this NJPA contract will give
Morbark and Boxer equipment dealers
and distributors the opportunity to

build additional brand awareness and
sales volume throughout North
America. We�re looking forward to
working with NJPA members and
providing them fast and easy access to
the quality, competitively priced
equipment they need.�

NJPA is a municipal contracting
agency for government, education and
non-profit agencies throughout the U.S.
and Canada. NJPA goes through a 12-
step procurement process that
includes identifying member needs,
researching solutions, drafting and
posting solicitations, evaluating
proposals and awarding vendors. By
consolidating the efforts of numerous
individually prepared solicitations and
contracts to one cooperative process,
the NPJA is able to help members save
time and offer access to a broad range
of exceptional product and equipment
options with aggressive and
competitive pricing.

Morbark�s contract with NJPA
includes equipment such as Boxer 300,
500 and 900 series mini-skid steers
and attachments; the Boxer 120
dedicated trencher; and Morbark�s
complete lines of Beever brush
chippers, stump grinders, horizontal
and tub grinders and whole tree
chippers.

Morbark�s network of about 300
North American dealer and distributor
locations, as well as more than 500
Morbark employees, work diligently
to provide exceptional customer
service and after-the-sale support.

�After examining the proposals the
NJPA evaluation team received in
response to our solicitation, it was
evident that Morbark had all the
qualities we were searching for,� said
Scott Carr, NJPA contract manager for
Morbark�s award. �Their excellent
products, sizeable dealer network,
comprehensive marketing plan and
dedication will serve our members well.
We�re excited to enter into this
mutually beneficial partnership with
one of the world�s most widely
respected equipment manufacturers.�

For more information, visit
www.morbark.com.

West Salem Titan trommel screen
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said.
The city of Warren was one of the

communities that formerly took its
grass clippings and leaves to a Clinton
Township composting facility. But
court-ordered limitations on the
amount of compost materials the
facility can take in have forced
communities to look for other disposal
options. Michigan law bans yard waste
from being placed in a landfill or trash
incinerator unless certain conditions
are met.

Another site is available in the Grand
Rapids area, but that location isn�t
logistically or financially feasible for
Warren. The local landfull fee is $14 a
ton. Trucking it to Grand Rapids for
composting would cost $50 a ton. -

Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

From page 15

 The Macomb Daily,
www.macombdaily.com

� A fire caused by compost barrel in
the back yard caused exterior damage
to a home in Boston, displacing four
people. Decomposing compost
material in a barrel outside the home
generated enough heat over time to
ignite. With composting becoming
more popular, the local Fire
Department warned of its dangers and
how to properly contain compost. A
great deal of heat is created by the
microbial activity, which is
occasionally enough to cause a fire.
However, these fires are extremely
rare, as they occur only under a limited
set of circumstances that would
ordinarily be avoided using common
sense. - East Boston Times-Free Press,
www.eastietimes.com

� Horses can produce up to 30
pounds of manure a day; over a year
that can be as much as eight to 10 tons

of manure from just one horse. Horse
and stable owners can take advantage
of this natural resource to begin
composting.

Horse manure has an ideal carbon to
nitrogen ratio (C:N) for composting,
decomposes rapidly, and produces
high-quality compost. Horse manure
contains many macro- and micro-
nutrients that help to enrich the soil,
including calcium, magnesium,
copper and zinc. The NPK (nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium) content of
horse manure is 0.95 percent, 0.3
percent and 1.5 percent. The average
C:N ratio in horse manure is 25:1 to
50:1, which is very close to the optimal
C:N ratio of 25 -- 35:1.

It can take 30 to 60 days to achieve
finished compost with horse manure
only, while composting horse manure
with bedding (sawdust, straw, etc.) can
take up to six months depending on the
type and amount of bedding. -

Bakersfield Californian,
www.bakersfield.com
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