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In response to a federal court ruling
to vacate NOP 5016 � the so-called
�green waste rule� � the USDA

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
said it is developing a new rule and will
conduct a public notice and comment
process toward the adoption of the rule.

NOP 5016 is a USDA National
Organics Program (NOP) document that
allowed the use of compost made from
green waste that might be contaminated
by pesticide residuals to grow certified
organic crops. USDA adopted NOP 5016
in 2011, but failed to put the proposed
rule through the proper public review
process as mandated by the federal
Administrative Procedures Act (APA), a
federal judge ruled in June. Judge
Jacqueline Scott Corley, of the U.S.
District Court, Northern California
District, ruling in a lawsuit filed by three
environmental activist groups, vacated
NOP 5016 effective on August 22. The
ruling excluded green waste compost �
mainly grass clippings - from being used
in organic growing unless it is proven
not to be contaminated by residual
pesticides.

The court grandfathered in compost
purchased or used between 2010 and

By Ken McEntee

New USDA
�green waste�

rule under
development

While state governments
administer 97 percent of all
environmental programs

mandated by the federal government,
federal government grants to cover the
costs fund only 28 percent of the money
needed to run the programs, according
to a report from the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.

The data comes from The Growing
Burden of EPA Unfunded Mandates on
the States, a Chamber report that
examines the current challenge U.S.
states face as they work to comply with
and implement myriad new

U.S. Chamber laments EPA�s
unfunded mandates

environmental regulations.
�Instead of being the system of

cooperative federalism that Congress
intended, the current relationship
between the Environmental Protection

Q2Power Technologies Inc. has entered
into a binding letter of intent with
ERTH Products LLC, one of the largest

composting operations in the Southeastern
U.S., and its sister company, Exceptional
Products Inc. (the ERTH Companies), for the
acquisition of the ERTH Companies. Under
the letter of intent, the ERTH Companies
have granted Q2Power a 90-day exclusivity
period to finalize the terms of the acquisition
and secure commitments for funding required
to close the transaction.

The ERTH Companies are involved in the manufacturing of agricultural compost
and sustainable soils from wastewater biosolids in the southeastern U.S. ERTH owns
and operates a composting facility in Plains, Ga., to which it diverts biosolids from
nine waste water treatment plants that would normally go to landfills, and with this
recycled feedstock produces more than 75,000 cubic yards per year of Class A
compost sold to local farms under the brand name ERTH Foods.

Exceptional Products sells engineered soils produced from ERTH Food compost to

Q2Power to acquire ERTH Products
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Facilities treatment plant and produces a line of
compost and soil products that range in
price from $26 to $50 per cubic yard.
Among other retailers, the EKO line is
sold in area Walmart and Home Depot
stores.

Since the early 1980s, EKO has
operated on land leased from the city
under a Class II solids waste
management system license from the
Montana Department of Environmental
Quality. According to City Council
documents, with the most recent
contract due to expire in June 2016,
owner Tom Pawlish told city officials
that he planned to retire and sell the
facility to another party. The city then
contracted with Anderson-Montgomery
Consulting Engineers, of Helena, Mont.,
to assess the feasibility of purchasing the
operation. The city began to negotiate a
sale with Pawlish in March.

The city said financing for the
purchase would be obtained through a

Montana town
may purchase
EKO Compost

The city of Missoula, Mont. is
considering the purchase of
privately owned EKO Compost,

a biosolids processing facility that has
operated since 1977, for $1.25 million.
City Council�s Public Works Committee
this month recommended the deal and
the full council is expected to vote for
approval at its next meeting in
September.

A consultant hired by the city to
evaluate the purchase also has
recommended the installation of a $6.4
million radial bunker aerated static pile
system to mitigate odors that have
plagued the facility over the years.

Currently, EKO composts biosolids
generated at the city�s wastewater
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Transactions
Montana

From page 3
local bank and debt service would be
paid out of the city�s Wastewater Fund.

City documents show that the city
projects annual bulk compost sales at
$880,000 per year over the next five
years, along with tipping fees of around
$400,000 per year, accounting for
revenues of about $1.3 million annually.
Operating expenses, exclusive of about
$8.3 million in capital improvements,
including the radial bunker composting

facility, are projected at around $1.2
million per year, including debt service.
Other than the new composting system,
capital improvements include about $2.3
million for road and site improvements
and equipment, including aeration
equipment, a mixer and a trommel
screen.

EKO also operates composting
facilities in Maui, Hawaii and Lewiston,
Idaho.

ERTH
From page 1

the construction and landscape industry,
specifically blended for their structural,
water and nutrient retention and other
LEED building requirements. According
to a recent Research & Markets report,
the global market for these soil products
is projected to reach $7.8 billion by 2021,
being driven by soil productivity, water
conservation and pollution concerns in
the U.S. and worldwide.

�ERTH is a perfect fit for Q2Power as
it provides us with an excellent platform

to grow a profitable composting and
sustainable soil manufacturing business
nationwide,� said Q2Power�s chairman,
Kevin Bolin. �ERTH is a widely respected
leader in the industry and one of only a
handful of manufacturing companies
focusing on the use of engineered soils in
sustainable landscape construction and
green building projects. We believe that
their strong and established business
model can be duplicated in multiple
markets. This has potential for being an
excellent transaction for Q2Power
shareholders, which would include the
founders of the ERTH Companies.�

Wayne King, founder of ERTH
Products, has agreed to join Q2�s board
of advisors. King currently serves as vice
president of the U.S. Composting Council
(USCC) and co-chair of USCC�s Strategic
Alliance Committee. Over the past 15
years he has served the USCC in many
capacities including as its president. King
was the founding president of the Georgia
Composting Association and served as
chairman of the Georgia Green Industry

Page 4
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(See NOP, page 8)
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RegulationAssociation (GGIA).
�I am very excited

to be working with
Kevin and his top
management team
at Q2Power,� King
said. �I have spent
the last two decades
working to bring

commercial composting into the
mainstream, and now see this vision
rapidly coming to fruition. Through my
collaboration with Q2Power, I believe
we can consolidate the best companies
to build a nationwide leader in the
composting industry, focused on product
quality and the introduction of important
sustainable soils to a broader base of
customers.�

The 90-day exclusivity period may be
extended for an additional 275 days if
the parties reach agreeable terms, which
have already been discussed in detail
between the parties, and Q2Power
provides an investment deposit equal to
about 5 percent of the presumed
purchase price, Q2 said.

In May the parties signed an initial
term sheet contemplating a licensing
arrangement between the parties. The
new letter of intent with an expanded
focus supersedes that earlier document.

Q2Power, based in Palm Beach, Fla.,
seeks to become a leading provider of
waste management services for small-
scale waste water treatment plants and
other producers of methane and organic
waste, the company said. Q2Power�s
current pilot staged combined heat and
power (CHP) technology can be deployed
with minimal time and expense at
thousands of small-scale facilities that
must dispose of waste such as methane,
biogas and other used fuels at
increasingly greater costs and regulatory
burdens. Through acquisitions and
strategic alliances, Q2Power also seeks
to convert biosolid waste from water
treatment plants into beneficial reuse
products such as Class A compost and
engineered soils.

that date.
While USDA works toward the

creation of a new rule, it said, �accredited
certifying agents must continue to review
and approve all materials used by organic
producers, including compost, as part of
an operation�s organic system plan.�

USDA said certifying agents are
responsible for ensuring that all
materials used by organic producers
comply with the USDA organic
regulations. To determine whether a
compost product may comply with the
regulations, certifying agents may gather
information from the compost supplier
and/or from the organic producer,
including the type and source of
feedstocks used. Information may
include results of bioassay testing or
other quality assurance testing from the
compost supplier or results of any on-
farm bioassay testing. The information
gathered must be sufficient to verify
compliance with the USDA organic
regulations.

�As always, testing is performed at the
discretion of certifiers and state organic
programs when there is reason to believe
that the agricultural input or product
has come into contact with a prohibited
substance or has been produced using
excluded methods,� USDA said.

USDA did not provide a timetable for
the public comment and hearing process
for a proposed new rule related to green
waste compost and the possibility of
pesticide residuals.

�The important point is that the
guidance was not vacated due to the
content but because it did not go through
proper rulemaking procedures,� the U.S.
Composting Council (USCC) said in an
email to its members. �The rules behind
the guidance have not changed. The NOP
will be issuing a new guidance document
for public comment soon. In the interim,
most certifying agents (who approve
compost for use in certified organic
production) will not change their
approval policies or procedures. To our

NOP
From page 1

knowledge, no new routine tests are
being added. Note that if a certifier does
add any new testing that must be done at
the expense of the certifier, not the
manufacturer or producer.�

USCC added, �If you are approved by
the Organic Materials Review Institute
(OMRI), they are not planning to make
any changes to the status of their listed
products as a result of the removal of
Guidance 5016.�

A statement from Johanna Mirenda,
OMRI's technical director, said that at
this time, OMRI is not changing any
policies or procedures  for evaluating
compost as a direct result of the court
decision or the vacated guidance
document, nor will the status of OMRI
Listed  products be affected by those
actions.

"OMRI will continue to review
compost materials in accordance with
the OMRI Policy Manual  and the OMRI
Standards Manuals," Mirenda wrote.



Page 6

National Compost Prices

Bulk Retail (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 32.55  $ 77.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 24.50  $ 30.00  $ 17.00
SE  $ 21.88  $ 29.95  $ 16.00
Florida  $ 16.42  $ 26.00  $ 10.50
Cleveland  $ 19.90  $ 28.00  $ 12.50
Iowa  $ 21.57  $ 53.00  $   7.50
Minneapolis  $ 17.09  $ 28.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 29.71  $ 40.00  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 20.31  $ 31.00  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 24.05  $ 55.00  $ 10.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.92  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
SoCal  $ 14.75  $ 24.00  $   8.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 39.12  $ 64.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 23.00  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SE  $ 28.11  $ 35.00  $ 24.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 22.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 65.00  $ 15.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.33  $ 16.00  $   9.00
Texas  $ 30.21  $ 48.95  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
Northwest  $ 20.55  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 23.61  $ 38.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 30.50  $ 45.00  $ 16.00

Leaf humus  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 24.98  $ 30.00  $ 19.95
Chesapeake  $ 27.49  $ 30.00  $ 23.95
Cleveland  $ 19.27  $ 26.00  $   8.00

Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Chesapeake  $ 24.98  $ 35.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 12.14  $ 28.00  $   4.00
Florida  $ 13.14  $ 22.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 24.77  $ 30.00  $ 19.50
Iowa  $ 12.67  $ 21.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 21.28  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
Denver  $    9.00  $ 10.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.91  $ 26.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $ 13.36  $ 22.00  $   3.50

Composted chicken manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.00  $ 50.00  $ 40.00
Chesapeake  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 42.00  $ 42.00  $ 42.00
Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 37.23  $ 47.50  $ 26.95
Denver  $ 25.65  $ 28.00  $ 24.00
SF-Bay  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
SoCal  $ 44.00  $ 75.00  $ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.50  $ 46.00  $ 45.00
SE  $ 31.33  $ 45.00  $ 12.00
Cleveland  $ 24.00  $ 24.00  $ 24.00
Iowa  $ 42.00  $ 60.00  $ 16.00
Minneapolis  $ 29.33  $ 32.00  $ 26.00
Texas  $ 29.33  $ 47.50  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 21.71  $ 30.00  $ 12.00
Phoenix  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
Northwest  $ 23.85  $ 33.75  $ 17.45

The prices listed below are intended to indicate the value
of mature compost products sold by compost producers
and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed are based on
surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440) 238-
6712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815 Hazelwood
Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low price
obtained and an average of all prices obtained within a
particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been targeted
to provide a cross section of compost product markets in

the U.S. Where regions are not identified by a specific city,
"Chesapeake" refers to the region stretching between
Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md. "Texas" incorporates several
major cities in the state. "Northwest" represents the Seattle
and Portland, Ore areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San
Francisco Bay area. SoCal is Southern California,
including  the Los Angeles and San Diego areas. Denver
includes Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to compost
products that include food waste, regional specialities and
other feedstocks not specifically covered in other
categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry

manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow manures
may include manures marketed as steer and dairy
manure. Horse manure is included in this category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations that
give compost away for free.
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SF-Bay  $ 26.00  $ 26.00  $ 26.00
SoCal  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $ 12.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.35  $ 38.00  $ 12.50
Chesapeake  $ 21.13  $ 28.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 18.78  $ 34.95  $ 12.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 18.00  $ 17.00
Cleveland  $ 25.56  $ 36.25  $ 14.00
Iowa  $ 32.50  $ 40.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 26.00  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 16.19  $ 27.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 18.74  $ 25.00  $ 12.48
Phoenix  $ 17.61  $ 22.95  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 19.00  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 18.14  $ 30.00  $   8.00
SoCal  $ 20.50  $ 50.00  $   6.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 28.00  $ 28.00  $ 28.00
Chesapeake  $ 28.67  $ 33.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 27.13  $ 42.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 20.33  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
Cleveland  $ 24.87  $ 28.99  $ 21.95
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 30.00  $ 30.00
Minneapolis  $ 36.80  $ 49.00  $ 30.00
Texas  $ 26.08  $ 32.50  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 33.28  $ 33.28  $ 33.28
Northwest  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.00  $ 36.00  $ 28.00
SoCal  $ 32.50  $ 35.00  $ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.50  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 13.39  $ 16.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 16.66  $ 25.00  $   8.65
Florida  $   9.75  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 12.50  $ 15.00  $ 10.00
Iowa  $ 14.00  $ 19.00  $   8.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 17.00  $   7.00
Texas  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 13.05  $ 14.10  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 14.79  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 13.71  $ 22.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $   7.33  $ 10.00  $   6.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 25.79  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 10.50  $ 15.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 20.65  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Iowa  $ 13.40  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 12.00  $ 12.00
Texas  $ 17.50  $ 24.00  $   8.50
Denver  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.25  $ 20.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.67  $ 26.00  $   5.00

Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.33  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Chesapeake  $    9.31  $ 15.00  $   5.00
SE  $ 10.93  $ 15.00  $   5.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 15.99  $ 20.00  $   9.00

Denver  $ 13.00  $ 13.00  $ 13.00
Northwest  $ 16.75  $ 21.00  $ 12.00
SoCal  $ 10.50  $ 17.00  $   3.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 36.00  $ 36.00  $ 36.00
SE  $ 21.38  $ 31.50  $   7.00
Iowa  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
Texas  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Denver  $ 12.05  $ 14.10  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.25  $ 34.50  $ 34.00
SoCal  $   5.00  $   6.00  $   4.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.75  $ 33.00  $   8.00
Chesapeake  $ 15.80  $ 17.00  $ 13.00
SE  $ 14.60  $ 24.95  $   5.00
Florida  $ 14.00  $ 15.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Minneapolis  $ 18.50  $ 20.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 10.83  $ 14.00  $   8.00
Denver  $   7.66  $   8.32  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.33  $ 14.00  $   9.00
SoCal  $   9.25  $ 15.00  $   5.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
Chesapeake  $ 20.50  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SE  $ 19.00  $ 25.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 27.00  $ 35.00  $ 19.00
Texas  $ 20.67  $ 24.00  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 17.66  $ 21.32  $ 14.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.00  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SoCal  $ 22.50  $ 25.00  $ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)  Average  High  Low
NE $ 6.87  $  8.00  $   4.50
Chesapeake  $ 3.73  $  5.49  $   2.15
SE $ 4.00  $ 4.00  $   4.00
lorida  $ 1.99  $ 1.99  $   1.99
Cleveland  $ 2.45  $ 2.99  $   2.10
Iowa  $ 3.12  $ 7.99  $   1.50
Texas  $ 4.25  $ 6.99  $   1.99
Denver  $ 3.59  $ 4.75  $   1.73
Phoenix  $ 4.71  $ 5.99  $   2.77
Northwest  $ 4.29  $ 5.99  $   2.99
SoCal  $ 5.39  $ 6.25  $   3.90

Composted cow manure(40#bag) Average HighLow
NE  $ 6.53  $   9.87  $   3.85
Chesapeake  $ 5.97  $   7.95  $   3.99
SE  $ 5.16  $   6.97  $   3.34
Florida  $ 1.98  $   1.99  $   1.97
Cleveland  $ 3.27  $   3.99  $   2.49
Iowa  $ 2.18  $   2.49  $   1.75
Minneapolis  $ 3.70  $   7.00  $   1.99
Texas  $ 4.59  $   6.99  $   1.99
Phoenix  $ 2.99  $   3.99  $   2.49
Northwest  $ 3.99  $   3.99  $   3.99
SF-Bay  $ 7.00  $   7.00  $   7.00





Page 8

Composting News / August 2016

(See Microbes, page 13)

Regulation
NOP

From page 1

The suit over NOP 5016 was filed in
April 2015 by plaintiffs Center for
Environmental Health (CEH), of
Oakland, Calif., Center for Food Safety
(CFS), of San Francisco and Beyond
Pesticides, of Washington, D.C. against
defendants USDA, USDA�s Agricultural
Marketing Service and USDA�s National
Organic Program. The plaintiffs said
USDA improperly issued NOP 5016,
which they call the �Contaminated
Compost Decision,� as a guidance
document without providing public
notice or comment opportunities.

The seeds of the suit were planted in
2009, when the California Department
of Food Control and Agriculture (CDFA)
found residue of NOP-prohibited
pesticide bifenthrin in samples of three

different commercial green waste
compost products. CDFA advised
organic producers and accredited
certifying agents that the three affected
composts were banned for use in organic
crop production. NOP then addressed
the issue nationally by sending a draft
policy on pesticide residues in compost
to accredited organic certifying agents
and received six comments, all of which
�urged the NOP to take an alternative
approach� to the CDFA decision.

NOP 5016 was the result.
Almost a year after the suit was filed,

the Western Growers Association (WGA)
a trade association whose members use
an estimated one million tons of compost
every year, found out about it and was
granted amicus status by a federal judge
in support of USDA and NOP, and said
that rescinding NOP 5016 would cause
extraordinary cost increases that may
render organic production economically
infeasible.

WGA has declined to comment since
the June ruling.

Agency (EPA) and the states has become
one-sided, with the federal government
imposing its will,� said William Kovacs,
U.S. Chamber senior vice president of
Environment, Technology and
Regulatory Affairs. �EPA and the Obama
administration have introduced some of
the most expensive regulations in our
country�s history, and then left state and
local officials with the tab.�

The Chamber said within the last year,
EPA has finalized rules regulating the
electricity sector, vast portions of U.S.
land and water through the Waters of
the United States rule and a new Ozone
rule that determines where new projects

Mandates
From page 1

(See Mandates, page 13)
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Control Laboratories
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA  95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Agricultural Analytical Svcs Lab
Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Compost Turners

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Brown Bear Corp.
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works
15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA  93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email:  sales@hclmachineworks.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey  Campbell

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW

511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO  80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax:  970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web:  www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX  79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax:  806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Consulting Firms

Kessler Consulting Inc.
14620 N. Nebraska Ave., Bldg D
Tampa, FL 33613
Phone: 813-971-8333
Fax: 813-971-8582
Web: www.kesconsult.com
Email: info@kesconsult.com
Contact: Mitch Kessler

Conveyor systems

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Education

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

In-Vessel Composting

Ag-Bag Environmental
92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone:  503-325-2970
Fax:  503-325-2985
Contact:  Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Amerimulch - A member of the
ChromaScape family of brands

2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Rocky Hatfield
Email: rockyh@amerimulch.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

BASF/Colorbiotics
1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert

Composting News / August 2016

Product/Equipment and Services Guide

Page 10

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Odor Control

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Screening Systems
& Trommels

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Terra Select
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury
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West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Screen USA Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.screenusa.net
Email: rick@screenusa.net
Contact: Rick Cohen

Thermometers & Monitoring
Equipment

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

REOTEMP Instruments
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 800.648.7737
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/composting-
products.html

Replacement Parts

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

DynaHog
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@dynahog.com
Web: www.dynahog.com
Contact: Jason Haug

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Wear Parts

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.GrinderWearParts.com
E. info@GrinderWearParts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Wood Grinders & Shredders

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

Diamond Z - A Division of Rule
Steel

11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Email:
kevin.mayhugh@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com
Contact: Kevin Mayhugh

DuraTech Industries
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Komptech Americas LLC
10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web: www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Peterson
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Mandates
From page 8

Regulation

and facilities can be built. A heavy burden
of implementing and enforcing these
regulations fall to state governments with
little financial help.

The report says grant assistance to
states declined 29 percent between 2004
and 2015, while the cost of EPA
regulatory mandates increased 35
percent.

Arkansas Department of
Environmental Quality Director Becky
Keogh recently testified before a Senate
Environment and Public Works
Committee hearing, saying that �the
uniquely American cooperative-
federalism model� has been converted
into a �coercive-federalism scheme, and
the state role is now less partner and
more pawn.�

To help alleviate the problem and
prevent it in the future, the Chamber

recommends the following steps:
� Redefine the term �mandate� in the

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(UMRA). A �mandate� should be defined
as �any federal requirement that
obligates a state or a subdivision of a
state to expend state or local resources
to comply.�

� Require agencies to perform an
analysis of probable unfunded mandate
impacts. Agencies must calculate the
costs of implementing the biggest federal
rules that will be borne by state and local
governmental bodies, then consult with
the states before proposing such rules.

� Agencies should be prohibited from
issuing new regulations that impose
unfunded mandates on states unless they
demonstrate that states will have access
to necessary funding for the new
regulations.

� States should have a right to obtain
judicial review of agency failures to
conduct UMRA cost analyses.

� Congress should enact the
Regulatory Accountability Act. The

Regulatory Accountability Act
modernizes the 70-year-old informal
notice and comment rulemaking process
for agencies whenever they develop their
largest, most complex new regulations.
The legislation would help give state and
local governments more of a say in
shaping the most important new rules.

� Congress should enact the Sunshine
for Regulatory Decrees and Settlements
Act. This legislation would help ensure
that states are consulted before agencies
create new state and local mandates
through settlements, by requiring public
comment at least 60 days prior to the
filing of the decree or settlement.

� Congress should reinstate the U.S.
Advisory Committee on
Intergovernmental Relations (ACIR). A
revitalized ACIR could be an effective
watchdog for cooperative federalism.

The study is the eighth in the
Chamber�s series of regulatory reports
aimed at holding government

(See Mandates, page 14)
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accountable for an increasingly complex
web of regulations. To conduct this
research, the U.S. Chamber petitioned
through open record requests all 50
states for a breakdown of their
environmental agency expenditures and
the associated grant funding they
received from the EPA. In total, 30 states
responded, in addition to the EPA.

You can read the full study at
www.uschamber.com/etra.

Chamber
From page 13

Regulation

Sources: EPA, Federal Register

Kessler chosen
for residential
waste study

Municipalities

The town of Carrboro, N.C. has
hired Tampa, Fla.-based Kessler
Consulting to conduct a

residential solid waste study. Kessler said
Carrboro is home to a diverse
demographic composition and has big
plans for its future, especially when it
comes to being an environmental
steward.

As part of the study, Carrboro
residents will have the opportunity to be
involved in the process by sharing their
thoughts, ideas, perceptions, recycling
habits and feelings about their current
services through surveys, public forums
or focus groups, Kessler said. As part of
the Study, Kessler will conduct a waste
composition study, a collection route

study and a residential organics
collection feasibility study that includes
development of a plan for a source
separated residential pilot program.

Organics recovery is the future of
sustainability and Kessler plans to help
Carrboro achieve its higher solid waste
diversion goals, the company said.

Biogas plant
proposed in

Anaheim

Food waste

Anaergia Inc. has proposed a
�sustainability center� that would
convert food waste and other

organics into biogas in Anaheim, Calif.
The digestate byproduct would be sold
as fertilizer or a soil amendment.

Anaergia said the plant would generate
4 megawatts of annual renewable energy
that would be purchased by Anaheim
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Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

emanating from Wallace Farm, in
Advance, is so strong that they can no
longer tolerate being outside. The owner
of a local vineyard told county
commissioners that she worries about
the very survival of the vineyards.
Wallace Farm is one of the oldest
composting businesses in the state,
starting an operation in Mecklenburg
County in the 1960s. Last November, it
began operating on 162 acres in Davie
County.

DEQ issued a permit to the farm to
operate a large Type 3 composting
business, which can accept manure,
meat, separated food wastes and
agricultural waste. � Winston-Salem
Journal, journalnow.com

� JBS, a major processor of beef, pork
and lamb, and the largest cattle feeder in
the world, said no odors will emanate
from a 90-day composting trial in Hall
County, Neb. The county approved the

Public Utilities from the start of
commercial operation, which is expected
to be September 2017.

The company said the project will
provide the infrastructure necessary for
Anaheim Public Utilities to comply with
the various State mandates:

� AB 32 mandates that electric utilities,
like the city of Anaheim, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and help the
State reach 1990 emission levels by 2020
� about a 25 percent reduction from
current levels.

� AB 1826 requires jurisdictions to
arrange for recycling of food waste and
organic material.

The Anaheim Sustainability Center
will provide the city of Anaheim with the
infrastructure required to comply with
the state�s mandate to divert and recycle
organic materials from our local landfills.
The project is being funded by Anaergia,
which will collaborate with Anaheim�s
franchise waste hauler facility, Republic
Services, to provide the organic materials
that will be digested at the new facility.

� A compost barn for North Carolina
State University �s Chicken
Educational Unit, which contained
manure from the chicken and turkey
coops, caught fire and sustained about
$50,000 worth if damage. The compost
barn is used to store manure for fertilizer,
which is highly flammable. University
officials said the cause of the fire was
likely due to the manure getting wet in a
recent storm and then drying out over a
period of several hot days. � NC State
Technician, technicianonline.com

� Representatives from the North
Carolina Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) told a packed crowd in
Davie County that they are working to
reduce the smell at two composting
facilities. Residents said the smell (See Digest, page 17)
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Shoemaker

Compost product news
Composting News publishes Product News as a service to its readers and is not responsible for
the accuracy of information or claims made by manufacturers of products included.
Manufacturers and distributors: Send your product news to ken@recycle.cc (preferred) or mail to
Composting News, 9815 Hazelwood Avenue, Strongsville, OH 44149; Fax: (440) 238-6712.

Nearly 700 guests attended Screen
Machine�s 50th anniversary celebration
and open house at the company�s Etna,
Ohio headquarters on June 23. Screen
Machine took the occasion to introduce
two new machines:

� The 4043TR recirculating impact
crusher. Featuring a two-deck screen
fed directly from the crusher, the 4043TR
delivers sized product directly from the
fines (front) conveyor. Meanwhile a
return overs conveyor delivers larger
product back to the crusher hopper.

� The 514TS3 Spyder, a triple-deck
screen that delivers up to four products
simultaneously � fines, small mids, large
mids and overs.

�These machines are all about
efficiency,� said Doug Cohen, vice
president of operations. �The 4043TR
allows the operator to produce crushed
and sized product from a single machine.
The return conveyor ensures the product
keeps recirculating until it is reduced to
the desired size. The 514TS3 adds an
additional deck to our mid-priced
screening plant.�

In addition to seeing these two new
machines, dealers, suppliers and
government officials invited to the event
enjoyed factory tours led by Screen
Machine engineers, were able to drive a
Screen Machine scalper, had a chance to
run a hoist, view a crushing and screening
demonstration and visit the I Make

Screen Machine
celebrates 50th

anniversary

America interactive game.
�Fifty years is a long time,� said Steve

Cohen, president. �Screen Machine
Industries not only survived but
prospered through many recessions and
wars. A business must adjust to survive.�

Founder Bernard Cohen recalled that
his accountant told him 50 years ago
that nine out of 10 business failed in
their first three years.

�I wonder what he would say today
about our company,� Cohen said.

Screen Machine is a leading
manufacturer of crushing and screening
equipment, trommels and conveyors. For
more information, visit
www.screenmachine.com.

Morbark President James Shoemaker
Jr. has retired after 13 years with the
company. He plans to stay involved with
Morbark in a consulting capacity.

�My job is complete,� Shoemaker said.
�When I became president, I had a
mission to regain market share and
increase profitability for Morbark, and
then to prepare the company for sale.
The team at Morbark reacted splendidly,
and we successfully regained market
share and enhanced our profitability.
My intention all along was, once the
company was sold to retire and let the
new management take charge and that�s
what I�m doing.�

Morbark was acquired by Stellex
Capital Management in March.

S h o e m a k e r
started working
with Stellex in
September 2015
and agreed to
stay on as
president for a
few months to
assist with the

Screen Machine 612T trommel

Morbark president
Shoemaker retires

transition.
�Jim Shoemaker provided strong

leadership to Morbark during the past
five years and contributed greatly to the
company�s growth,� said Morbark CEO
Dan Ruskin. �It�s been an honor to work
with him, and we�re all grateful for his
contributions and assistance during the
transition.

Shoemaker joined Morbark in 2003
as director of operations before being
promoted to vice president of operations,
then was appointed president in 2011.

Shoemaker is a founder and the
president of the Central Michigan
Manufacturers Association as well as a
member of many local business and
education organizations.

A new key knife chipper package lets
Rotochopper owners diversify into chip
markets without the hassle of a typical
chipper conversion package, the
company said. The chipper knife package
allows horizontal grinder owners to chip
and grind with a single machine.

The package is a bolt-in option that
works with the standard patented
replaceable mount rotor for the
Rotochopper B-66 and B-66 E.

�Unlike other grinder to chipper
conversion packages, the Rotochopper
Key Knife system is simple, reliable and
adds more flexibility to our B-66,� said
Steve Marks of Marks Lumber, Clancy,
Mont. �Because this system is simple,
there are fewer problems the operator
has to deal with when downtime occurs.
Also, with this system we can add more
value added products to our line of
products made with our B-66.�

To switch from grinding to chipping,
the operator does not need to swap the
whole rotor drum or assemble a complex
overlay onto the grinding rotor � the
operator simply swaps the grinder tooth
mounts with chipper knife mounts.

The system utilizes patented Key Knife
technology to minimize knife
replacement costs. For more information
visit www.rotochopper.com

Rotochopper introduces
key knife chipper

package
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project. JBS currently hauls waste to the landfill, but thinks a
better option would be to compost it and apply it to farm fields
where it can build the soil and act as a fertilizer.

The company plans to take three different forms of waste
from the plant and haul it to the former Cornhusker Army
Ammunition Plant where it will be composted. JBS did a
similar trial near Hastings, Neb. with no complaints. Company
officials said they�ll study the compost for insects, moisture,
odor and nutrient value. The company said the project will
involve a dry compost, not a liquid that could spill during
transportation from the plant to the compost site. - nebraska.tv,
nebraska.tv

� A judge has ordered the Lytton First Nation to refrain from
blocking a road used to access an organic composting facility
in British Columbia�s southern interior. B.C. Supreme Court
Justice Miriam Gropper granted a temporary, three-month
injunction against the band from interfering with Revolution
Infrastructure Inc.�s use of Botanie Creek Road.

The company, which has operated the composting facility
on the McKay Ranch since 2009, went to court after the band

Compost Digest
Read these complete stories at
www.facebook.com/CompostingNews.

From page 15

(See Digest, page 18)



Page 18

Composting News / August 2016
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Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

passed a bylaw in March restricting larger
commercial trucks from using the road.
In April, the band � which was concerned
about bad smells emanating from the
facility and noise and pollution from
truck traffic � installed a steel and
concrete gate on the road. The gate has
never been shut or locked.

Food scraps, which are received,
sorted and processed at facilities
operated by Revolution in the Lower
Mainland, are then trucked to the
composting facility for conversion into
feedstock. � Vancouver Sun,
vancouversun.com

� The Lake County (Indiana) Solid
Waste District is moving forward with
a pilot program to converting frozen food
waste into usable compost from its Gary
facility. The Gary Common Council has
signed off on the zoning for the 10-acre
site, which has operated as a leaf
composting site since 2013,

The program, in cooperation with Van
Drunen Farms, of Crown Point, is the
first step in a zero waste program the
district plans to implement. Journey to
Zero will lay out plans for businesses,
schools and government entities to
conduct business in a zero waste fashion.

Much has changed at the site since the

From page 17

waste district took control in 2013. Huge
piles of weeded over compost have been
removed, turned into the berms that
surround the site. Fresh compost from
unincorporated Lake County and
Munster are stacked in neat mounds in
varying stages of decomposition.

The site has three concrete food
composting bunkers are located into
which Van Drunen Farms will deliver
cardboard gaylords of frozen food waste.
Food waste will be layered with leaves to
compost in the bunkers. - Chicago
Tribune, chicagotribune.com
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