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Farmers will lose on Bayer-
Monsanto merger, group says

The proposed $66 billion merger
deal between Bayer AG and
Monsanto Co. perpetuates the

alarming trend of consolidation in
agriculture, the National Farmers
Union (NFU) said.

�A Bayer-Monsanto deal represents
the latest in a wave of consolidation in
the agricultural inputs sector,
including the recently approved
acquisition of Syngenta by ChemChina
and the proposed mergers between
Dow and DuPont and Potash Corp. and
Agrium,� said Roger Johnson,
president of NFU. �NFU will continue

to express concern that these industry
megadeals are being made to benefit
the corporate boardroom at the
expense of family farmers, ranchers,

Ecomaine, a single sort recycler in Maine, has launched a new food waste
recovery service that will feed an anaerobic digester for the production of
energy and compost, the company announced. Ecomain said the addition of

food waste recovery to its portfolio of
services will help its member communities
reach the state wide recycling goal of 50
percent by 2021.

After conducting a rigorous Request
for Proposal process this past spring,
Ecomaine awarded Exeter Agri-Energy
and its affiliated collection company, Agri-
Cycle Energy, both of Exeter, Maine, a
five-year contract. Exeter will pick up the
food scraps collected at Ecomaine and
transport them to its anaerobic digester
for energy recovery or composting.

Ecomaine began accepting food waste
this month.

Ecomaine launches food waste
recovery program

California Gov. Jerry Brown this
month signed legislation that its
author said will ensure that

California will focus on the organic
waste diversion projects that will
provide the greatest benefits to
communities across the state.

SB970 was introduced into the
legislature by Sen. Connie Leyva.

SB 970 specifically requires the
California Department of Resources
Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle)
to consider the potential benefits of
certain projects when prioritizing
applicants for organic waste diversion
grants and allow the department to
award larger grants for large-scale
regional integrated projects.

In recent years, California has
adopted several ambitious goals aimed
at reducing waste and improving air
quality across the state.

Leyva said it is critical that California
takes a comprehensive approach to

Food waste to
fuel bill signed in

California
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Food Waste

Grants for composting and
anaerobic digestion projects
are among the provisions of

the recently introduced federal Food
Recovery Act of 2016. S3108, which is
essentially similar to the earlier
introduced House version - HR4184 -
has been referred to the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition
and Forestry.

The Food Recovery Act of 2016 is
intended to decrease the amount of
food waste being discarded.

Among other composting related
provisions, the bill would amend the
Solid Waste Disposal Act by

Composting
grants included

in Food
Recovery Act

establishing a grant program to eligible
states for the construction of large scale
composting and anaerobic digestion
food waste to energy projects.

The bill also would amend the
Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act by setting aside loan
money for municipal or county
composting and anaerobic digestion
food waste to energy projects. Loans
would not be available to manure
digesters, and preference would be
given to digesters that process
primarily non-edible food and crop
waste.

The National School Lunch Act
would be amended by setting aside
funding for food waste reduction grants
to implement farm to school programs
that include projects that provide farms
with compostable materials, including
food scraps, from schools.

Composting is recognized in the bill
as a conservation practice eligible for
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Food waste
Recovery

From page 1

by the Rhode Island Resource
Recovery Corporation for non-
contract commercial sector waste is
less than the fee charged by each
composting or anaerobic digestion
facility located within 15 miles of the
educational institution.

The bill, S2178, passed the Rhode
Island Senate and became law after
Gov. Gina Raimond did not act on it
after 10 days.

Rhode Island
amends food
waste ban

support under USDA�s conservation
programs, and defined as �an activity
to produce compost, including an
activity that does not require the use of
a composting facility such as onsite
composting at a restaurant or
institution; and the use of compost.�

S3108, introduced by Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.), is the
companion bill to HR4184, which was
introduced last December by Rep.
Chellie Pingree (D-Maine). The bills
would direct USDA to establish an Office
of Food Recovery to coordinate federal
programs to measure and reduce food
waste, and study techniques for
decreasing food waste and estimating
the amount of food wasted by farms.

The bills are not generally
considered to have a strong chance of
passing.

Rhode Island has amended its
food waste ban to cover
educational and research

institutions that generate more than
52 tons of organic waste annually by
January 1, 2018.

The existing ban mandated that
educational institutions that generated
more than 104 tons of organic waste a
year send food waste for composting,
anaerobic digestion or another
authorized recycling method after
January 1, 2o16.

The mandate excludes educational
facilities that are located more than 15
miles from an authorized composting
facility or anaerobic digestion facility
with available capacity to accept the
food waste.

The bill also enacts a new provision
that grants a waiver to the food waste
requirements if the tipping fee charged

California
From page 1

addressing its "world-leading" goals to
ensure that the state can achieve real
progress without compromising
economic growth.

�With Gov. Brown�s signature, SB
970 will help California to meet many
of our state�s ambitious environmental
goals as organics � also known as food
waste �are diverted from landfills and
methane is recovered and reused as
clean energy and fuels,� Leyva said.
�By prioritizing organic waste
diversion projects that benefit local
communities the most, SB 970 will help
California to remain a world-
recognized leader in combating climate
change, cleaning up our air and
improving our communities� health.�

Organic waste constitutes more than
a third of California�s waste stream and
food waste alone accounts for about
five million tons of landfilled organics
each year in the state.

�Diverting this organic waste from
landfills will not only lead to a more
efficient use of our resources, but will
also significantly reduce greenhouse
gas emissions as we capture the
methane and turn it into clean fuel,�
Leyva said.

The legislation was sponsored by
the Inland Empire Utilities Agency and
supported by the California
Association of Sanitation Agencies,
Carbon Cycle Institute, County
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles
County, Sonoma County Water Agency
and Southern California Gas Company.
The new legislation will take effect on
January 1, 2017.

Ecomaine said it chose to work with
a third-party food waste processor
based on the results of its Organics
Recycling Feasibility study in 2013.
The report suggested that existing
processing capacity in Maine makes it
more cost effective to find a private
sector partner than to construct a new
facility. Exeter Agri - Energy combines
the power of anaerobic digestion with
a state of the art de-packager that allows
participants to collect food waste in
the most �ick-free� fashion possible.

�Simply place all food scraps in a
clear plastic bag and the �ick� factor is
solved,� said Kevin Roche, Ecomain�s
CEO.

Adam Wintle, managing partner of
Exeter Agri-Energy and Agri -Cycle
Energy, said, �We invested in a new
system last November to position our

Ecomaine
From page 1
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National Compost Prices

Bulk Retail (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 32.55  $ 77.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 24.50  $ 30.00  $ 17.00
SE  $ 21.88  $ 29.95  $ 16.00
Florida  $ 16.42  $ 26.00  $ 10.50
Cleveland  $ 19.90  $ 28.00  $ 12.50
Iowa  $ 21.57  $ 53.00  $   7.50
Minneapolis  $ 17.09  $ 28.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 29.71  $ 40.00  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 20.31  $ 31.00  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 24.05  $ 55.00  $ 10.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.92  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
SoCal  $ 14.75  $ 24.00  $   8.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 39.12  $ 64.00  $ 17.50
Chesapeake  $ 23.00  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SE  $ 28.11  $ 35.00  $ 24.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 22.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 65.00  $ 15.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.33  $ 16.00  $   9.00
Texas  $ 30.21  $ 48.95  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
Northwest  $ 20.55  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 23.61  $ 38.00  $ 14.00
SoCal  $ 30.50  $ 45.00  $ 16.00

Leaf humus  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 24.98  $ 30.00  $ 19.95
Chesapeake  $ 27.49  $ 30.00  $ 23.95
Cleveland  $ 19.27  $ 26.00  $   8.00

Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Chesapeake  $ 24.98  $ 35.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 12.14  $ 28.00  $   4.00
Florida  $ 13.14  $ 22.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 24.77  $ 30.00  $ 19.50
Iowa  $ 12.67  $ 21.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 21.28  $ 30.00  $ 10.00
Denver  $    9.00  $ 10.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.91  $ 26.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $ 13.36  $ 22.00  $   3.50

Composted chicken manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.00  $ 50.00  $ 40.00
Chesapeake  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 42.00  $ 42.00  $ 42.00
Minneapolis  $ 17.00  $ 17.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 37.23  $ 47.50  $ 26.95
Denver  $ 25.65  $ 28.00  $ 24.00
SF-Bay  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
SoCal  $ 44.00  $ 75.00  $ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 45.50  $ 46.00  $ 45.00
SE  $ 31.33  $ 45.00  $ 12.00
Cleveland  $ 24.00  $ 24.00  $ 24.00
Iowa  $ 42.00  $ 60.00  $ 16.00
Minneapolis  $ 29.33  $ 32.00  $ 26.00
Texas  $ 29.33  $ 47.50  $ 15.00
Denver  $ 21.71  $ 30.00  $ 12.00
Phoenix  $ 20.00  $ 20.00  $ 20.00
Northwest  $ 23.85  $ 33.75  $ 17.45

The prices listed below are intended to indicate the value
of mature compost products sold by compost producers
and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed are based on
surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440) 238-
6712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815 Hazelwood
Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low price
obtained and an average of all prices obtained within a
particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been targeted
to provide a cross section of compost product markets in

the U.S. Where regions are not identified by a specific city,
"Chesapeake" refers to the region stretching between
Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md. "Texas" incorporates several
major cities in the state. "Northwest" represents the Seattle
and Portland, Ore areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San
Francisco Bay area. SoCal is Southern California,
including  the Los Angeles and San Diego areas. Denver
includes Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to compost
products that include food waste, regional specialities and
other feedstocks not specifically covered in other
categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry

manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow manures
may include manures marketed as steer and dairy
manure. Horse manure is included in this category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations that
give compost away for free.
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SF-Bay  $ 26.00  $ 26.00  $ 26.00
SoCal  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $ 12.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.35  $ 38.00  $ 12.50
Chesapeake  $ 21.13  $ 28.00  $ 12.00
SE  $ 18.78  $ 34.95  $ 12.00
Florida  $ 17.50  $ 18.00  $ 17.00
Cleveland  $ 25.56  $ 36.25  $ 14.00
Iowa  $ 32.50  $ 40.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 26.00  $ 35.00  $ 20.00
Texas  $ 16.19  $ 27.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 18.74  $ 25.00  $ 12.48
Phoenix  $ 17.61  $ 22.95  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 19.00  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 18.14  $ 30.00  $   8.00
SoCal  $ 20.50  $ 50.00  $   6.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 28.00  $ 28.00  $ 28.00
Chesapeake  $ 28.67  $ 33.00  $ 25.00
SE  $ 27.13  $ 42.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 20.33  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
Cleveland  $ 24.87  $ 28.99  $ 21.95
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 30.00  $ 30.00
Minneapolis  $ 36.80  $ 49.00  $ 30.00
Texas  $ 26.08  $ 32.50  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 33.28  $ 33.28  $ 33.28
Northwest  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.00  $ 36.00  $ 28.00
SoCal  $ 32.50  $ 35.00  $ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 21.50  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 13.39  $ 16.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 16.66  $ 25.00  $   8.65
Florida  $   9.75  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Cleveland  $ 12.50  $ 15.00  $ 10.00
Iowa  $ 14.00  $ 19.00  $   8.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 17.00  $   7.00
Texas  $ 17.25  $ 24.00  $   9.00
Denver  $ 13.05  $ 14.10  $ 12.00
Northwest  $ 14.79  $ 35.00  $   7.50
SF-Bay  $ 13.71  $ 22.00  $   7.00
SoCal  $   7.33  $ 10.00  $   6.00

Food waste compost  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 25.79  $ 48.00  $ 11.00
Chesapeake  $ 10.50  $ 15.00  $   8.00
SE  $ 20.65  $ 30.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Iowa  $ 13.40  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Minneapolis  $ 12.00  $ 12.00  $ 12.00
Texas  $ 17.50  $ 24.00  $   8.50
Denver  $ 11.33  $ 15.00  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 17.25  $ 20.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.67  $ 26.00  $   5.00

Composted biosolids  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.33  $ 20.00  $ 10.00
Chesapeake  $    9.31  $ 15.00  $   5.00
SE  $ 10.93  $ 15.00  $   5.00
Florida  $ 10.50  $ 13.00  $   8.00
Texas  $ 15.99  $ 20.00  $   9.00

Denver  $ 13.00  $ 13.00  $ 13.00
Northwest  $ 16.75  $ 21.00  $ 12.00
SoCal  $ 10.50  $ 17.00  $   3.00

Composted cow manure Average  High  Low
NE  $ 36.00  $ 36.00  $ 36.00
SE  $ 21.38  $ 31.50  $   7.00
Iowa  $ 35.00  $ 35.00  $ 35.00
Texas  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Denver  $ 12.05  $ 14.10  $ 10.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 34.25  $ 34.50  $ 34.00
SoCal  $   5.00  $   6.00  $   4.00

Wood waste mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 15.75  $ 33.00  $   8.00
Chesapeake  $ 15.80  $ 17.00  $ 13.00
SE  $ 14.60  $ 24.95  $   5.00
Florida  $ 14.00  $ 15.00  $ 13.00
Iowa  $ 30.00  $ 40.00  $ 20.00
Minneapolis  $ 18.50  $ 20.00  $ 17.00
Texas  $ 10.83  $ 14.00  $   8.00
Denver  $   7.66  $   8.32  $   7.00
Northwest  $ 15.00  $ 15.00  $ 15.00
SF-Bay  $ 12.33  $ 14.00  $   9.00
SoCal  $   9.25  $ 15.00  $   5.00

Colored wood mulch  Average  High  Low
NE  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
Chesapeake  $ 20.50  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SE  $ 19.00  $ 25.00  $ 15.00
Florida  $ 16.00  $ 16.00  $ 16.00
Iowa  $ 25.00  $ 25.00  $ 25.00
Minneapolis  $ 27.00  $ 35.00  $ 19.00
Texas  $ 20.67  $ 24.00  $ 18.00
Denver  $ 17.66  $ 21.32  $ 14.00
Northwest  $ 22.00  $ 22.00  $ 22.00
SF-Bay  $ 21.00  $ 22.00  $ 19.00
SoCal  $ 22.50  $ 25.00  $ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)  Average  High  Low
NE $ 6.87  $  8.00  $   4.50
Chesapeake  $ 3.73  $  5.49  $   2.15
SE $ 4.00  $ 4.00  $   4.00
lorida  $ 1.99  $ 1.99  $   1.99
Cleveland  $ 2.45  $ 2.99  $   2.10
Iowa  $ 3.12  $ 7.99  $   1.50
Texas  $ 4.25  $ 6.99  $   1.99
Denver  $ 3.59  $ 4.75  $   1.73
Phoenix  $ 4.71  $ 5.99  $   2.77
Northwest  $ 4.29  $ 5.99  $   2.99
SoCal  $ 5.39  $ 6.25  $   3.90

Composted cow manure(40#bag) Average HighLow
NE  $ 6.53  $   9.87  $   3.85
Chesapeake  $ 5.97  $   7.95  $   3.99
SE  $ 5.16  $   6.97  $   3.34
Florida  $ 1.98  $   1.99  $   1.97
Cleveland  $ 3.27  $   3.99  $   2.49
Iowa  $ 2.18  $   2.49  $   1.75
Minneapolis  $ 3.70  $   7.00  $   1.99
Texas  $ 4.59  $   6.99  $   1.99
Phoenix  $ 2.99  $   3.99  $   2.49
Northwest  $ 3.99  $   3.99  $   3.99
SF-Bay  $ 7.00  $   7.00  $   7.00
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(See Microbes, page 13)

Food waste
Ecomaine

From page 5

(See Certification, page 13)

companies and Maine for decades to
come as leaders in responsible food
waste disposal and renewable energy
production. It� s helping us pre-process
and shred solids, including grocery
store food waste, before they are fed
into the digesters to optimize biogas
production.�

Exeter Agri-Energy�s anaerobic
digestion system uses cow manure and
organics to generate enough biogas to
power about 800 homes. The zero-
energy, closed-loop system also
generates a liquid bi-product that can
be used as cropland fertilizer, and solid
bi-products can be used as animal
bedding or a compost product.

�We are committed to delivering
sustainable waste management

solutions that conform to the Maine
Department of Environmental
Protection�s Solid Waste Management
hierarchy,� said Troy Moon, chairman
of Ecomaine. �We encourage residents
and businesses to reduce the amount
of trash they make, reuse items
whenever possible, recycle and
separate food scraps from their trash
wherever they can. Recent studies have
shown that organic materials make up
about 40 percent of our waste stream.
Half of that is food scraps. Providing
towns and businesses with an easy way
to divert this material from the waste
stream will help our communities be
more sustainable and may save them
money.�

Ecomaine is a non-profit, quasi-
municipal organization that providees
solid waste and recycling services to
57 communities in Maine and New
Hampshire.

The U.S. Composting Council
(USCC) said its first round of
testing to become a certified

compost operations manager drew
more than 200 applicants within 30
days over the summer.

USCC said it took the first steps this
summer for compost facility operators
to become certified, and launched a
trial �beta� version of tests that will be
formalized this fall when the final, fully
developed program opens for

Operations

Manager
certification tests
draw more than
200 applicants
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Control Laboratories
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA  95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Agricultural Analytical Svcs Lab
Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.233.6065
Fax: 800-832-5618
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Compost Turners

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Brown Bear Corp.
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works
15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA  93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email:  sales@hclmachineworks.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey  Campbell

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW

511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO  80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax:  970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web:  www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX  79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax:  806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Consulting Firms

Kessler Consulting Inc.
14620 N. Nebraska Ave., Bldg D
Tampa, FL 33613
Phone: 813-971-8333
Fax: 813-971-8582
Web: www.kesconsult.com
Email: info@kesconsult.com
Contact: Mitch Kessler

Conveyor systems

Patz Corporation
P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

Education

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

In-Vessel Composting

Ag-Bag Environmental
92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone:  503-325-2970
Fax:  503-325-2985
Contact:  Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Amerimulch - A member of the
ChromaScape family of brands

2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Rocky Hatfield
Email: rockyh@amerimulch.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

BASF/Colorbiotics
1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert
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Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Odor Control

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Screening Systems
& Trommels

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Terra Select
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury
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West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Screen USA Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.screenusa.net
Email: rick@screenusa.net
Contact: Rick Cohen

Thermometers & Monitoring
Equipment

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

REOTEMP Instruments
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 800.648.7737
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/composting-
products.html

Replacement Parts

Aeromaster
Midwest Bio-Systems
28933  35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

DynaHog
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@dynahog.com
Web: www.dynahog.com
Contact: Jason Haug

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Wear Parts

Grinder Wear Parts &
Apollo Equipment.net

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.GrinderWearParts.com
E. info@GrinderWearParts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Bandit Industries, Inc.
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI  49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax:  989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

Diamond Z - A Division of Rule
Steel

11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Email:
kevin.mayhugh@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com
Contact: Kevin Mayhugh

DuraTech Industries
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Komptech Americas LLC
10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web: www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

Morbark Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Winn. MI  48896
Phone: 800.831.0042
Fax: 989-866-2280
Web: www.morbark.com
Email: inquire@morbark.com

Peterson
PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

West Salem Machinery
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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From left: Cary Oshins, USCC Director
of Education and Staff Liaison to the
Commission, Jerry Bartlett, Scott
Subler, Jack Hoeck, and Mark Rose. Not
pictured is Tom Del Conte.

Operations

Certification
From page 8

registration. The trial version was
offered in states where compost
facilities are most numerous.

The Certified Compost Operations
Manager (CCOM) program was
developed in part by grants to the
Composting Council�s Research and
Education Foundation (CCREF) the
from the 11th Hour Project of the
Schmidt Family Foundation. A part of
the grant is a partnership between
CCREF and the Institute for Local Self
Reliance (ILSR) to provide
scholarships for community
composters.

USCC said the goal of the Professional
Compost Certification Program (PCCP)
is to move the compost industry
training to a higher level by certifying
compost facility staff training. The
purpose is to certify training for staff

while also providing assurance to the
public and regulators that the staff
running compost facilities have the
training necessary to properly manage
compost facilities and avoid or quickly
manage problems such as odors,
vermin or fire at the facility.

By 2017, compost facility operators
can join other professions with
credentials as a Certified Professional
Composters (CPC), escalating the
profile of an industry that already has
hundreds of facilities in the U.S.
Achieving certification will mean a
facility operator is qualified�after
demonstrating through education,
experience and testing � to run or work
at a modern composting facility, USCC
said.

The grant from 11th Hour empowers
the CCREF to recruit a professional
certification body to manage the
certification process, and to develop
standards and testing, USCC said.

�We are not surprised by the
overwhelming interest in this,� said

Frank Franciosi, executive director of
the USCC. �Compost manufacturers
have been looking for professional
recognition for some time and the USCC
is glad to lead the process.�

The program is administered by a
five-member Certification
Commission that has a mission to
develop and administer national, valid,
credible, vendor-neutral certification
programs for organics recycling
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Operations

Compost Digest
Read these complete

stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

professionals which enhance the
profession of organics recycling facility
management and in turn benefit the
communitiy�s business and
environmental outcomes, USCC said.

The commissioners are
� Jerry Bartlett, Bartlett Ventures,

Seattle;
� Tom Del Conte, Del Conte�s

Landscaping Inc., Fremont, Calif.;
� Jack Hoeck, Rexius, Eugene, Ore.;
� Mark Rose, The LETCO Group, Living

Earth LLC, Dallas; and
� Scott Subler, ClimeCo Corp.,

Boyertown, Pa.
The commissioners meet in person

and by web conference every month to
provide direction, policies and
leadership to grow the business of
professional certifications for the
organic recycling industry, USCC said.

rural communities and consumers.
�Aggressive consolidation is

changing the landscape for agriculture
and rural communities. Specifically,
the onslaught of consolidation in
agricultural inputs can impair research
and development efforts and create
barriers for independent crop input
companies as well as for independent
producers at a time when low-
commodity prices and high input costs
are straining the farm economy. This,
in turn, leads to fewer family farmers
on the land, fewer innovators in the
lab, and rural depopulation.

�We were pleased to see the U.S.
Department of Justice file an antitrust
lawsuit to prevent a proposed merger
of John Deere and Precision Planting
LLC., and we ask that they reject any
pending and future deals that would

Merger
From page 1

Agriculture further cripple marketplace
competition.�

Johnson said NFU is pleased that the
Senate Judiciary Committee will
review the trend of consolidation in
agriculture that has led to less
competition, stifled innovation, higher
prices and job loss in rural America.

� As a part of its continuing
sustainability efforts, the Brown
University compost initiative is now
present in most on-campus dining
establishments. The initiative is a
revival of the pilot program launched
spring 2015.

During the first three weeks of the
program, more than 40,000 pounds
of compost were collected. In August,
about 24,000 pounds were collected.

Brown is the first institution of its
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size in Rhode Island to take on a
compost operation of this magnitude.

But there is still room for
improvement. For example, not every
load of compost that the compost plant
picks up is contaminant-free.

Much of the ongoing work involves
finding specific items that could
contaminate the compost bin and
creating new marketing, education and
sign ideas to spread the information.

As the program continues,
projections show 600 tons of organic
material will be diverted in fiscal year
2017 out of about 2,400 tons of trash
thrown out annually.

The general rule is �if it grows, it
goes.� Anything organic can go in the
compost  bins.

The initiative is part of the
University�s commitment to comply
with the Rhode Island Refuse Disposal
Law, which took effect Jan. 1. The
university�s move to composting is in
line with many municipalities, nations
and companies that are also
composting. � Brown Daily Herald,
www.browndailyherald.com

� Dining halls at Williams College,
in Williamstown, Mass. now display
signs showing the difference between
compostable and trash items. Several
initiatives are actively helping students
reduce the amount of food they waste,
while also putting their scraps to good
use.

Compost bins are located in the front
of busing stations at all dining options
on campus. Colorful labels remind
students to scrape their plates while
signage identifies other types of organic
matter � beyond unfinished omelets
and leaves of lettuce � that can also be
composted.

Throughout the opening days of the
school year, student guides have been
amplifying the message by manning
the busing stations during busy hours
in the dining halls and encouraging
patrons to scrape down every last bit.

Once the organic matter disappears
down the chute, a process of
decomposition into nutrient-rich
humus  � a key element of organic

farming �  is encouraged through the
use of moist conditions that foster
bacterial activity. This process
happens at regional farms that collect
the college�s organic waste. Some, such
as Peace Valley Farm in, Williamstown,
are direct suppliers of vegetables
including lettuce, tomatoes and
cucumbers to the dining halls, creating
an ecologically efficient cycle.

By composting rather than
discarding organic waste, the dining
halls minimize the amount of space
taken up at landfills while creating a
nutrient-rich byproduct that enriches
local farms� soil. The college�s
relationship with farms also pays
educational dividends. Many now have
special arrangements to employ
students over the summer through
internships.

One innovation the college has
implemented in recent years on top of
the composting system has been a scale
system called LeanPath, which is used
to weigh and report the food waste.
Kitchens often use this system to
measure pre-consumer waste, such as
cuttings on the production line, but, at
the college, it also measures post-
consumer waste � the leftover food
that students scrape into the bin at the
end of their meal, plus other
compostables.

As the college strives to become
increasingly sustainable, students�
small day-to-day habits have the
potential to make a significant impact
alongside the college�s LEED
architecture and carbon-offset
purchases. - The Williams Record,
williamsrecord.com

� In the U.K., council chiefs who are
facing a public backlash over garden
waste charges have rubbished claims
they are wasting money. Householders
are to be charged a £30 annual fee from
next year for the service after a decision
this month by South Tyneside Council�s
decision-making cabinet. The charges
aim to claw back £500,000 in savings
for the cash-strapped local authority
which says it intends to continue paying
recycling giant SUEZ to take away the

waste. Opposition councillor Lee
Hughes said the council should look
again at its deal with the firm rather
than charging residents.

SUEZ is supposed to continue to
provide the same service which not
only processes green waste collected
from residents but also includes green
waste deposited at the recycling
village.

The controversial scheme will be
rolled out in the borough next year and
the £30 charge will see garden waste
collected every fortnight from April to
October. A discount rate of £25 will be
offered to those who sign up before
December 31 and anyone who wants to
pay for three years in advance can do
so for £65. - Shields Gazette,
www.shieldsgazette.com

� A smelly Dubuque County,
Iowa composting facility that Epworth
residents have complained about for
years is planning to stop composting
food and meat waste by the end of
March. County supervisors approved
amended rezoning on property that
houses Midwest Organic Solutions. The
facility must stop composting animal
products, food and drywall by March
31 if the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources approves the changed
zoning use. The co-owner of Midwest
Organic Solutions said the goal of the
change is to eliminate odors. The
company will still compost yard waste.
Epworth officials have asked the Board
of Supervisors multiple times to
investigate ways to address the smell.
� The Daily Progress,
www.dailyprogress.com

� As part of an ambitious city plan to
nearly eliminate waste sent to landfills,
owners and renters of Austin, Tex.
homes will eventually fork over more
than $5 more per month to pay for
weekly curbside collection of their
compost, under a budget plan likely to
be adopted by the city council this
month. The city is poised to expand its
compost collection citywide over the
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ClearSpan Fabric Structure�s new
Fabric House Building is an updated
design of a ClearSpan classic. The
structure utilizes the frame from the
Hybrid Building, but covers it
completely in fabric. While customers
could traditionally customize the
Hybrid Building with fabric, the Fabric
House Building will allow ClearSpan to
get the building to customers faster.

The Fabric House Building features
a peaked roof and overhanging eaves
that provide extra outdoor coverage.
The sidewalls are available in heights
of 13 or 20 feet, ensuring plenty of
clearance for any application. The
unique design, combined with multiple
foundation options, ensures that each
building can be quickly installed
without sacrificing strength or
durability.

The building is constructed using a
dependable, American-made steel
frame. The frames have been triple
galvanized, so they can resist corrosive
environments. The frame is covered
with 12.5 ounce, 24 mil polyethylene.
The fabric polyethylene features a rip-
stop weave that prevents any tearing
or damage. The fabric allows natural

ClearSpan introduces
new fabric building

light to filter through, eliminating the
need for artificial daytime lighting.

Like other ClearSpan buildings, the
Fabric House Building comes with
industry-leading warranties.
Customers will receive a 50-year
warranty on the frame and a 20-year
warranty on the fabric cover.

For more information visit
www.ClearSpan.com.

Bandit Industries last month hosted
a dealer meeting and customer
appreciation event that included tours
of its manufacturing facilities in Remus,
Mich. and demonstrations of Beast
horizontal grinders, whole tree
chippers, hand-fed chippers and stump
grinders.

The dealer meeting drew almost 200
dealer representatives from 79 Bandit
dealers and 94 Bandit customers. In
all, almost 300 people attended from
16 countries.

The Bandit Backbone parts and
service support initiative was launched
during the event. The initiative, the
company said, �takes Bandit�s already
legendary customer service to the next
level.�

Bandit equipment demos. Photo:
Composting News.

Bandit holds customer
appreciation

The initiative includes quick
turnaround for parts requests, a
continually expanding dealership
network and a dedicated product
support team, Bandit said.

Bandit was formed by Mike Morey
Sr. and his wife, Dianne, in 1983. The
company has sold more than 5,000
machines since then.

The company started with six
employees in a 6,000 square foot
converter repair shop. It now has a
workforce of more than 400 employees
and 280,000 square feet of
manufacturing space.

For more information, visit
www.banditchippers.com.ClearSpan Fabric House Building
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next five years at a cost of almost $13 million annually, as
the city invests in trucks, 32-gallon carts and several dozen
full-time employees to carry out the program.

Environmentalists and city staffers have said the ramping
up of compostable material collection � everything from
banana peels to yard trimmings to pet fur � will save the city
landfill fees and cut down the production of the potent
greenhouse gas methane.

By the city�s count, 210,000 households � single-family
homes, duplexes, triplexes and fourplexes � will be charged
an estimated $5.40 per month for the service once the
program is operating citywide. The charge will be phased in.

A few City Council members have voiced concerns or
opposition to the program�s expansion � they chiefly point
to what they say is an unnecessary, burdensome expense �
but they appear outnumbered.

Under a citywide pilot program that began in 2013,
14,000 households currently compost in 10 neighborhoods
across Austin. City staffers say they want to expand the
composting service in phases, though they have not said
which neighborhoods are next.

The city is reviewing bids from companies offering to
handle the waste. Currently, city trucks deliver compostable
material to Organics by Gosh in East Austin; the company
then turns the material into compost and sells it. The city
doesn�t pay Organics by Gosh any processing fees, but
officials expect to pay for an expanded program.

In 2011, city officials adopted a goal of reducing the
material sent to landfills by 90 percent by 2040. But the city
has already fallen behind its hoped-for diversion rate. This
year the rate has been clocked at about 43 percent; the city
had hoped to reach a 50 percent diversion rate in 2015 and
75 percent by 2020.

City officials say they need to ramp up landfill diversion
to meet their goals.

In 2015, Austinites composted 32,951 tons of material;
the goal is 79,000 tons annually by 2020. In 2015,
Austinites recycled 57,324 tons of material; the goal is
101,000 tons annually by 2020. In 2015, Austinites sent
130,784 tons of material to the landfill; the goal is 60,000
annually by 2020. � Austin American Statesman,
www.mystatesman.com

� Compost tea, which has long been touted as a garden
miracle worker, has yet to prove its worth to scientists. Rob
Chase, a Nevada County, California, Master Gardener,
said there is plenty of anecdotal evidence of the benefits of
compost tea, but as yet no research has proved those
claims. Compost tea � a brew of water and compost that is

used as a soil drench or foliar spray � is still worth
experimenting with, Chase says.

Researchers are trying to quantify the benefits of compost
tea as an inoculant and a fertilizer. Although some testing
has showed promise, the results haven�t been consistent.
Chase says people should do their own experiments and
tests.  - The Mercury News, www.fredericknewspost.com

� A compost pile fire in South Salem, Ore. spread
smoke across city for several days. Salem fire crews
responded to the first-alarm, high-risk grass fire and
remained on scene for almost six hours. A 200-feet-long,
20-feet-wide compost pile at the Marion County disposal
site at Brown�s Island Demolition Landfill caught fire, and
spot fires started in fields near the pile. Because there were
no hydrants at the scene, firefighters ran into an issue with
water, but they were able to extinguish the spot fires and
contain the compost fire to the pile. � Statesman Journal,
www.statesmanjournal.com

� In 2015, the Charleston County, S.C. commercial
food waste composting program diverted 4,120 tons of
food waste from the landfill. More and more restaurants are
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signing up for the program, which
includes third-party vendors that pick
up and deliver restaurant food waste
to the Bees Ferry Landfill. � Charleston
Post & Courier,
www.postandcourier.com

� San Francisco has about 120,000
dogs who generate 32 million pounds
of puppy poop each year. The vast
majority of it goes into the landfill.

A new program launched this month
would help divert the dog waste into
compost with the use of compostable
poop bags. It�s the first dog waste

composting program in the city and
possibly in California, according to
officials from BioBag, which is
partnering with the community�s open
space board to provide compostable
bags, bins and a pick-up service.

BioBag said it tried to start a dog
waste collection initiative at a local
park and even offered to pay the cost
for the first year but the city
department in charge of the park would
not allow it. The new program is being
done at The Starr King Open Space,
which is operated by a non-profit. �
San Francisco Chronicle,
www.sfgate.com

� Vermont�s Act 148, the Universal
Recycling & Composting Law, is having
a big impact on how Vermonters deal
with their waste. This law has been
phasing in mandatory recycling and

Link directly with all of our
advertisers' websites.

Click to
www.compostingnews.com

composting for businesses and
residences since 2014. By 2020, food
scraps and organic waste will be banned
from the landfill.

Many folks have been composting in
bins and piles for years. But gardeners
and residents, especially in towns and
cities, are facing a bigger challenge.
Obviously, the perfect solution would
be everyone composting at home. But
some residents may be looking for
other solutions for their kitchen scraps,
garden and landscape waste.

One innovative option being
discussed is community composting.
Community composting is composting
on a larger scale than you would in
your own yard, but not as large as a
commercial composting operation.
Composting is being done on a larger
scale in many schools and some small
businesses around the state.

Communities set up community
composting operations where
residents can drop off their food and
garden waste at a site or even have
curb-side pick-up. Non-profit groups
such as the Vermont Community
Garden Network have set up up forums
to discuss this issue. � Vermont Public
Radio, digital.vpr.net

� Firefighters in White City, Ore.
battled a sawdust fire at Biomass One.
The blaze ultimately damaged three
buildings. Firefighters reported flames
more than 25 feet high. More than a
dozen engines and more than 30 fire
personnel from agencies across two
counties as well as the Oregon
Department of Forestry worked the
fire. were still pouring water from high
above two smoldering buildings and
the grassy fields surrounding them. A
second shift worked into the night. The
fire forced an insulation company to
set up shop elsewhere and temporarily
shut down a wood manufacturing
business.� Mail Tribune,
www.mailtribune.com
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