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Maryland passes
biodegradable
plastics bill

C

ompostable plastic products
sold in Maryland after October
1, 2018 will have to meet the
ASTM D6400 or D6868 specifications
following the adoption of a new law this
month.
Maryland Gov. Lawrence J. Hogan
this month signed into law HB1349,
relating to compostable, degradable
and biodegradable plastic products.
The bill was introduced by Delegate
Shane Robinson.
Hogan this month also signed into
law HB171/SB99, which intends to
bolster recovery of food waste and
other organic materials by expanding
infrastructure in the state.
The new “plastics” law prohibits the
sale of a plastic product that is labeled
as compostable unless the product
meets one of the specified ASTM
specifications and any applicable
labeling guidelines in the federal guides
(See Maryland, page 8)

Building healthy soils for
organic production

he Organic Farming Research Foundation (OFRF) has created a series of
educational guides designed to help organic farmers and ranchers enhance
the soil health and overall resilience of their operations. The guides, available
for download free of charge, include:
• Building Organic Matter for Healthy
Soils: An Overview - A discussion of the
attributes of healthy soil, the central role
of organic matter and how to monitor and
enhance soil organic matter and soil health
in organic production.
• Weed Management: An Ecological
Approach - An ecological approach to
integrated weed management tools that
reduce the need for soil disturbance.
• Practical Conservation Tillage - The
impacts of tillage on soil health, including
practical, soil-friendly tillage practices for
organic systems.

(See Healthy, page 14)

On-site food digesters may
reduce compost feedstock

C

By Ken McEntee

omposting operations looking
at food scraps as a feedstock may
have competition from onsite
food waste digesters. Digesters like
Power Knot LLC’s LFC (Liquid Food
Composter) and BioHiTech America’s
Eco-Safe digester, take food waste from
restaurants and
other food service
facilities
and
aerobically digest
it onsite into
graywater, which
goes down a drain.

Digesters like Power Knot’s LFC don’t
generate any solid residues, according
to Iain Milnes, founder and president
of San Jose, Calif.-based Power Knot.
Milnes argues that onsite digestion of
food waste can be better for the
(See Digesters, page 14)
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Legislation/Regulation

EPA stays landfill
methane rules

T

he U.S. EPA this month
announced
a
90-day
administrative stay for the
August
2016
Standards
of
Performance for Municipal Solid
Waste Landfills and Emission
Guidelines and Compliance Times for
Municipal Solid Waste Landfills.
In a May 5 letter, EPA notified
industry petitioners that the agency is
granting their reconsideration request.
This stay will allow EPA to reconsider
certain aspects of the new source
standards and emission guidelines for
existing landfills, the agency said.
Consistent with President Donald
Trump’s Energy Independence
Executive Order, EPA will continue to
review these actions to ensure that

they protect the environment and
enable a growing economy.
“EPA is continuing to ensure that
the public has the opportunity to
comment on agency actions,” said
Administrator
Scott
Pruitt.
“Reconsidering portions of the landfill
rules will give stakeholders the
opportunity
to
review
these
requirements, assess economic
impacts and provide feedback to the
agency through the reconsideration
process.”
In August 2016, EPA issued updated
guidelines for existing municipal solid
waste landfills and standards for newly
built, modified or reconstructed
landfills.
Municipal solid waste landfills
receive non-hazardous waste from
homes, businesses and institutions. The
updated rules require landfills to install
and operate landfill gas collection
systems, monitor emissions, as well as
(See Methane, page 4)
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Methane
From page 3

other provisions. EPA is reconsidering
certain aspects of these standards,
including the surface
e m i s s i o n s
monitoring option
known as Tier 4.
To allow time for
EPA to review these
aspects, which are
Learn more
to
the
about the stay central
outcome
of
the
rule,
and
reconsideration both rules are stayed.
Sources do not need
by scanning
this code with to comply with any
of the requirements
your mobile
while the 90-day
device.
stay is in effect.
EPA estimates that implementing
these rules would cost businesses more
than $100 million per year to install
and operate gas collection and control
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systems.
As part of the reconsideration
process, EPA expects to prepare a
proposed rule, which will allow for
public comment. For more information
about the stay and reconsideration,
visit http://tinyurl.com/mbjr2yd.

Bill says
townships can
deliver free
mulch

A

n Illinois bill that has passed
both the state House and Senate
this month amends the Illinois
Highway Code to allow all township
road districts to deliver wood chips,
mulch and other products generated
in the act of tree maintenance by the
district to the residents of the district.
Evidently that isn’t the case
currently.

HB2423 declares that wood chips,
mulch, and other products generated
in the act of tree maintenance by a
township road district are waste
products of no value to the district,
and that distribution of those items to
residents of the district is of public
benefit for the maintenance of a
healthful environment and reduces
costs by eliminating the need to pay for
the hauling and disposal of the
products. It is recognized that the
distribution and delivery of the wood
chips, mulch and other products to

Composting News / May 2017

residents of the district is a longstanding tradition in certain parts of
Illinois.
The bill, which assumedly was
awaiting the governor’s signature, was
introduced by State Sen. Chris Nybo R and Rep. Peter Breen – R. Neither was
available by print time to explain the
background of the bill.

Trump budget
tackles
burdensome
regulations
By Ken McEntee

T

he rolling back of burdensome
federal regulations is a main
theme in President Donald
Trump’s first federal budget. The
budget, issued this month, includes 31
percent, $2.6 billion cut in the annual
spending of the U.S. EPA, from around

$8.2 billion for fiscal 2017, to $5.7
billion in 2018. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s budget could be chopped
by 21 percent, from $22.7 billion to
$18 billion under the Trump plan.
Relating to federal regulations, the
budget report, A New Foundation for
American Greatness, says the
following:
• Roll back burdensome regulations.
The American people deserve a
regulatory system that works for
them, not against them—a system that
is both effective and efficient. Each
year, however, federal agencies issue
thousands of new regulations that,
taken together, impose substantial
burdens on American consumers and
businesses big and small. These
burdens function much like taxes that
unnecessarily inhibit growth and
employment. The president is
committed to fixing these problems
by eliminating unnecessary and
wasteful regulations.
• Launch a regulatory freeze. On

January 20, 2017, the president’s
chief of staff issued a memorandum
to all agencies, directing them to pull
back any regulations that had been
sent to, but not yet published by the
Office of the Federal Register; to not
publish any new regulations unless
approved by one of the president’s
political appointees; and to delay the
effective date of any pending
regulations for 60 days to provide
the new administration time to review
and reconsider those regulations.
Federal agencies responded by
pulling back more than 60 so-called
“midnight” regulations from being
issued and continue to take a very
close look at those published, but not
yet in effect.
• Control costs and eliminate
unnecessary regulations. On January
30, 2017, the president signed
Executive Order (EO) 13771,
Reducing
Regulation
and
(See Budget, page 8)
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National Compost Prices
The prices listed below are intended to indicate the value
of mature compost products sold by compost producers
and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed are based on
surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440) 2386712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815 Hazelwood
Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low price
obtained and an average of all prices obtained within a
particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been targeted
to provide a cross section of compost product markets in

the U.S. Where regions are not identified by a specific city,
"Chesapeake" refers to the region stretching between
Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md. "Texas" incorporates several
major cities in the state. "Northwest" represents the Seattle
and Portland, Ore areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San
Francisco Bay area. SoCal is Southern California,
including the Los Angeles and San Diego areas. Denver
includes Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to compost
products that include food waste, regional specialities and
other feedstocks not specifically covered in other
categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry

manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow manures
may include manures marketed as steer and dairy
manure. Horse manure is included in this category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations that
give compost away for free.

Bulk Retail (yard)

SF-Bay
SoCal

Denver
Northwest
SoCal

Yard waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 32.55
$ 24.50
$ 21.88
$ 16.42
$ 19.90
$ 21.57
$ 17.09
$ 29.71
$ 20.31
$ 24.05
$ 21.92
$ 14.75

High
$ 77.00
$ 30.00
$ 29.95
$ 26.00
$ 28.00
$ 53.00
$ 28.00
$ 40.00
$ 31.00
$ 55.00
$ 30.00
$ 24.00

Low
$ 17.50
$ 17.00
$ 16.00
$ 10.50
$ 12.50
$ 7.50
$ 8.00
$ 15.00
$ 12.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 8.00

Food waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 39.12
$ 23.00
$ 28.11
$ 17.50
$ 25.00
$ 12.33
$ 30.21
$ 15.00
$ 20.55
$ 23.61
$ 30.50

High
$ 64.00
$ 30.00
$ 35.00
$ 22.00
$ 65.00
$ 16.00
$ 48.95
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 38.00
$ 45.00

Low
$ 17.50
$ 15.00
$ 24.00
$ 13.00
$ 15.00
$ 9.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 14.00
$ 16.00

Leaf humus
NE
Chesapeake
Cleveland

Average
$ 24.98
$ 27.49
$ 19.27

High
$ 30.00
$ 30.00
$ 26.00

Low
$ 19.95
$ 23.95
$ 8.00

Composted biosolids
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SoCal

Average
$ 30.00
$ 24.98
$ 12.14
$ 13.14
$ 24.77
$ 12.67
$ 21.28
$ 9.00
$ 17.91
$ 13.36

High
$ 40.00
$ 35.00
$ 28.00
$ 22.00
$ 30.00
$ 21.00
$ 30.00
$ 10.00
$ 26.00
$ 22.00

Low
$ 20.00
$ 12.00
$ 4.00
$ 8.00
$ 19.50
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 3.50

Composted chicken manure Average High
NE
$ 45.00 $ 50.00
Chesapeake
$ 25.00 $ 25.00
SE
$ 42.00 $ 42.00
Minneapolis
$ 17.00 $ 17.00
Texas
$ 37.23 $ 47.50
Denver
$ 25.65 $ 28.00
SF-Bay
$ 16.00 $ 16.00
SoCal
$ 44.00 $ 75.00

Low
$ 40.00
$ 25.00
$ 42.00
$ 17.00
$ 26.95
$ 24.00
$ 16.00
$ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average
NE
$ 45.50
SE
$ 31.33
Cleveland
$ 24.00
Iowa
$ 42.00
Minneapolis
$ 29.33
Texas
$ 29.33
Denver
$ 21.71
Phoenix
$ 20.00
Northwest
$ 23.85

Low
$ 45.00
$ 12.00
$ 24.00
$ 16.00
$ 26.00
$ 15.00
$ 12.00
$ 20.00
$ 17.45
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High
$ 46.00
$ 45.00
$ 24.00
$ 60.00
$ 32.00
$ 47.50
$ 30.00
$ 20.00
$ 33.75

$ 26.00
$ 17.25

$ 26.00
$ 24.00

$ 26.00
$ 12.00

Wood waste mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Phoenix
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 21.35
$ 21.13
$ 18.78
$ 17.50
$ 25.56
$ 32.50
$ 26.00
$ 16.19
$ 18.74
$ 17.61
$ 19.00
$ 18.14
$ 20.50

High
$ 38.00
$ 28.00
$ 34.95
$ 18.00
$ 36.25
$ 40.00
$ 35.00
$ 27.00
$ 25.00
$ 22.95
$ 35.00
$ 30.00
$ 50.00

Low
$ 12.50
$ 12.00
$ 12.00
$ 17.00
$ 14.00
$ 25.00
$ 20.00
$ 9.00
$ 12.48
$ 10.00
$ 7.50
$ 8.00
$ 6.00

Colored wood mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 28.00
$ 28.67
$ 27.13
$ 20.33
$ 24.87
$ 30.00
$ 36.80
$ 26.08
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 34.00
$ 32.50

High
$ 28.00
$ 33.00
$ 42.00
$ 22.00
$ 28.99
$ 30.00
$ 49.00
$ 32.50
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 36.00
$ 35.00

Low
$ 28.00
$ 25.00
$ 15.00
$ 19.00
$ 21.95
$ 30.00
$ 30.00
$ 18.00
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 28.00
$ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 21.50
$ 13.39
$ 16.66
$ 9.75
$ 12.50
$ 14.00
$ 12.00
$ 17.25
$ 13.05
$ 14.79
$ 13.71
$ 7.33

High
$ 48.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 13.00
$ 15.00
$ 19.00
$ 17.00
$ 24.00
$ 14.10
$ 35.00
$ 22.00
$ 10.00

Low
$ 11.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.65
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 8.00
$ 7.00
$ 9.00
$ 12.00
$ 7.50
$ 7.00
$ 6.00

Food waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay

Average
$ 25.79
$ 10.50
$ 20.65
$ 10.50
$ 13.40
$ 12.00
$ 17.50
$ 11.33
$ 17.25
$ 12.67

High
$ 48.00
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00
$ 12.00
$ 24.00
$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 26.00

Low
$ 11.00
$ 8.00
$ 15.00
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 12.00
$ 8.50
$ 7.00
$ 15.00
$ 5.00

Composted biosolids
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Texas

Average
$ 15.33
$ 9.31
$ 10.93
$ 10.50
$ 15.99

High
$ 20.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00

Low
$ 10.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 8.00
$ 9.00

$ 13.00
$ 16.75
$ 10.50

$ 13.00
$ 21.00
$ 17.00

$ 13.00
$ 12.00
$ 3.00

Composted cow manure Average
NE
$ 36.00
SE
$ 21.38
Iowa
$ 35.00
Texas
$ 25.00
Denver
$ 12.05
Northwest
$ 22.00
SF-Bay
$ 34.25
SoCal
$ 5.00

High
$ 36.00
$ 31.50
$ 35.00
$ 25.00
$ 14.10
$ 22.00
$ 34.50
$ 6.00

Low
$ 36.00
$ 7.00
$ 35.00
$ 25.00
$ 10.00
$ 22.00
$ 34.00
$ 4.00

Wood waste mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 15.75
$ 15.80
$ 14.60
$ 14.00
$ 30.00
$ 18.50
$ 10.83
$ 7.66
$ 15.00
$ 12.33
$ 9.25

High
$ 33.00
$ 17.00
$ 24.95
$ 15.00
$ 40.00
$ 20.00
$ 14.00
$ 8.32
$ 15.00
$ 14.00
$ 15.00

Low
$ 8.00
$ 13.00
$ 5.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00
$ 17.00
$ 8.00
$ 7.00
$ 15.00
$ 9.00
$ 5.00

Colored wood mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 22.00
$ 20.50
$ 19.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 27.00
$ 20.67
$ 17.66
$ 22.00
$ 21.00
$ 22.50

High
$ 22.00
$ 22.00
$ 25.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 35.00
$ 24.00
$ 21.32
$ 22.00
$ 22.00
$ 25.00

Low
$ 22.00
$ 19.00
$ 15.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 19.00
$ 18.00
$ 14.00
$ 22.00
$ 19.00
$ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)
Average
NE
$ 6.87
Chesapeake
$ 3.73
SE
$ 4.00
lorida
$ 1.99
Cleveland
$ 2.45
Iowa
$ 3.12
Texas
$ 4.25
Denver
$ 3.59
Phoenix
$ 4.71
Northwest
$ 4.29
SoCal
$ 5.39
Composted cow manure(40#bag)
NE
$ 6.53
Chesapeake
$ 5.97
SE
$ 5.16
Florida
$ 1.98
Cleveland
$ 3.27
Iowa
$ 2.18
Minneapolis
$ 3.70
Texas
$ 4.59
Phoenix
$ 2.99
Northwest
$ 3.99
SF-Bay
$ 7.00

High
Low
$ 8.00 $ 4.50
$ 5.49 $ 2.15
$ 4.00 $ 4.00
$ 1.99 $ 1.99
$ 2.99 $ 2.10
$ 7.99 $ 1.50
$ 6.99 $ 1.99
$ 4.75 $ 1.73
$ 5.99 $ 2.77
$ 5.99 $ 2.99
$ 6.25 $ 3.90
Average HighLow
$ 9.87 $ 3.85
$ 7.95 $ 3.99
$ 6.97 $ 3.34
$ 1.99 $ 1.97
$ 3.99 $ 2.49
$ 2.49 $ 1.75
$ 7.00 $ 1.99
$ 6.99 $ 1.99
$ 3.99 $ 2.49
$ 3.99 $ 3.99
$ 7.00 $ 7.00
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Budget

From page 5
Controlling Regulatory Costs. This
EO emphasizes a critical principle for
the regulatory state. It requires
federal agencies to identify for
elimination at least two existing
regulations for each new regulation
they issue. It generally also requires
agencies to ensure that for 2017, the
total incremental cost of all new
regulations be no greater than $0.
For 2018 and beyond, the EO
establishes and institutionalizes a
disciplined process for imposing
regulatory cost caps and allowances
for each Federal agency.
• Establish Executive Order 13777,
Enforcing the Regulatory Reform
Agenda. This EO establishes within
each agency a regulatory reform officer
and a Regulatory Reform Task Force to
carry out the president’s regulatory
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reform priorities. These new teams will
work to identify regulations that
eliminate jobs or inhibit job creation;
are outdated, unnecessary, or ineffective; or impose costs that exceed
benefits. These efforts build upon a
widely recognized and bipartisan
consensus that many existing
regulations are likely to be ineffective
and no longer necessary. The
difference, however, is accountability,
and these teams and this effort will be
a critical means by which federal
agencies will identify and cut
regulations in a smart and efficient
manner.

Maryland
From page 1

for the use of environmental marketing
claims.
The law specifies as prohibited a
certain film plastic product labeled as
soil degradable ag mulch film or
biodegradable mulch film after October

1, 2018 unless the product meets
specified degradability standards,
including that at ambient temperatures
and in soil, the film shows at least 90
percent biodegradation absolute or
relative to microcrystalline cellulose
in less than two years’ time, tested
according to the ISO 17556 standard
test method or ASTM D5988 standard
test method, and fulfills the plant
growth and regulated metals
requirements under section 6.4 of the
ASTM D6400 standard specification.
After October 1, 2018, bags sold as
“compostable plastic” must be labeled
in a manner that is readily and easily
identifiable from other plastic bags and
labeled in a manner that is consistent
with the federal guides for the use of
environmental marketing claims. The
bags must be labeled with a certification
logo indicating the bag meets the ASTM
D6400 standard specification, and,
with a uniform green color be labeled
(See Maryland, page 13)
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Analytical
Laboratory

Compost Mixers &
Spreaders
Komptech Americas LLC

Agricultural Analytical Svcs Lab
Tower Road
University Park, PA 16802
Phone: 814.863.0841
Fax: 814.863.4540
Email: aaslab@psu.edu
Web: www.aasl.psu.edu
Contact: Jamie Klaue

Patz Corporation

P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web: www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

Compost Turners

Control Laboratories

42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: 831.724.5422
Fax: 831.724.3188
Web: www.compostlab.com
Email: frank@compostlab.com
Contact: Assaf Sadah

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Aeromaster

Midwest Bio-Systems
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Resource Recovery Systems
International-KW
511 Pawnee Dr.
Sterling, CO 80751
Phone: 970.522.0663
Fax: 970.522.3387
Email: rrskw@bresnan.net
Web: www.rrskw.com
Contact: Les Kuhlman, Ph.D.

SCARAB International LLP
Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.

1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Rotochopper

217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Brown Bear Corp.

PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
Contact: Stan Brown
Email: sales@brownbearcorp.com
Web:www.brownbearcorp.com

HCL Machine Works

15142 Merrill Ave.
Dos Palos, CA 93620
Phone: 209.392.6103
Fax: 209.392.3000
Email: sales@hclmachineworks.com
www.hclmachineworks.com
Contact: Sherrill Campbell
Contact: Casey Campbell

1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX 79097
Phone: 806.883.7621
Fax: 806.883.6804
Web: www.scarabmfg.com
Email: info@scarabmfg.com

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.

1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Consulting Firms

Mulch Coloring
Systems
Rotochopper

Kessler Consulting Inc.

14620 N. Nebraska Ave., Bldg D
Tampa, FL 33613
Phone: 813-971-8333
Fax: 813-971-8582
Web: www.kesconsult.com
Email: info@kesconsult.com
Contact: Mitch Kessler

Conveyor systems

Amerimulch - A member of the
ChromaScape family of brands
2055 Enterprise Park
Twinsburg, OH 44087
Phone: 330-425-4244
Fax: 330-425-4240
Toll-Free:888.556.3304
Contact: Eric Evangelista
Email: erice@chromascape.com
Web: www.amerimulch.com

Education

Odor Control

Aeromaster

Patz Corporation

P.O. Box 7, 917 Business 141
Pound, WI 54161
Phone: 920-897-2251
Fax: 920-897-2142
Contact: Curtis Tisler
Web: www.patzcorp.com
Email: curtistisler@patzcorp.com

217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

Bandit Industries, Inc.

6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI 49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax: 989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Manager

Midwest Bio-Systems
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

Screening Systems
& Trommels

Aeromaster

Midwest Bio-Systems
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

BASF/Colorbiotics

1725 Dayton Avenue, PO Box 647
Ames, IA 50010
888-663-6980
Email: kent.rotert@BASF.com
Web: www.colorbiotics.basf.us
Contact: Kent Rotert

In-Vessel Composting

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
Ag-Bag Environmental

92365 Riekkola Rd.
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone: 503-325-2970
Fax: 503-325-2985
Contact: Debbie Linder
Email: dlinder@ag-bagfs.com
Web: www.ag-bagfs.com
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1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Komptech Americas LLC
10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web: www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys
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Screen USA Inc.

1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.screenusa.net
Email: rick@screenusa.net
Contact: Rick Cohen

REOTEMP Instruments

10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Ph: 858.225.1889
Fx: 858.784.0720
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
Email: compost@reotemp.com
Web: www.reotemp.com/compost

Replacement Parts

Aeromaster

Midwest Bio-Systems
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

West Salem Machinery

P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza

Thermometers &
Monitoring Equipment

Aeromaster

Midwest Bio-Systems
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
Email: info@midwestbiosystems.com
www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
Contact: Cary Richardson

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Wear Parts

Terra Select

PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment -

ARMORHOG
CW Mill Equipment -

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491, 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@armorhog.com
Web: www.armorhog.com
Contact: Brian Bergman

DynaHog
CW Mill Equipment -

Apollo Equipment.net &
Grinder Wear Parts

2062 20th Avenue SE
Largo, FL 33771
Oregon Manufacturing
2785 N. Front Street
Woodburn, OR 97071
Phone: 503.982-0880
Fax: 503.982.0881
Toll Free 800.827.0401
Web: www.GrinderWearParts.com
E. info@GrinderWearParts.com
Contact: Wayne Brown

Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.

1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Email: sales@dynahog.com
Web: www.dynahog.com
Contact: Jason Haug
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Wood Grinders & Shredders
Grinder Crusher Screen Inc.
Bandit Industries, Inc.

6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI 49340
Ph: 989.561.2270,
800.952.0178
Fax: 989.561.2273
E. sales@banditchippers.com
Web. www.banditchippers.com
Contact: Regional Sales Mgr.

1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770.433.2440
Fax: 770.433.2669
Web: www.grindercrusherscreen.com
Email: rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
Contact: Rick Cohen

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill Equipment Diamond Z - A Division of Rule
Steel
11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208.585.2929
Fax: 208.585.2112
Email:
kevin.mayhugh@rulesteel.com
Web: www.diamondz.com
Contact: Kevin Mayhugh

14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800.743.3491 or
785.284.3454
Fax: 785.284.3601
Email: hogzilla@cwmill.com
Web: www.hogzilla.com
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales Manager

Peterson

PO Box 40490
Eugene, OR 97404
Phone: 800.269.6520
Phone: 541.689.6520
Fax: 541.689.0804
E. peterson@petersoncorp.com
Web: www.petersoncorp.com
Contact: Michael Spreadbury

Rotochopper

217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
Email:info@rotochopper.com
Contact: Monte Hight
Web: www.rotochopper.com

West Salem Machinery
Komptech Americas LLC
DuraTech Industries

Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701.252.4601
Fax: 701.252.0502
Email:
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net
Web: www.duratechindustries.net
Contact: Bob Strahm
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10855 Dover Street Ste 1000
Westminster, CO 80021
Ph: 720.890.9090
Fax: 720.890.5907
EMail:
b.lapsys@komptechamericas.com
Web: www.komptechamericas.com
Contact: Brandon Lapsys

P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
or 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
Web: www.westsalem.com
Email: info@westsalem.com
Contact: Bob DeSouza
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Legislation/Regulation

Maryland
From page 8

with the word “compostable” in at least
a one inch font on one side of the bag.
A compostable plastic bag sold or
distributed in the state may not be
labeled as recyclable.
A person who violates the law is
subject to fines ranging from $500 to
$2,000 depending on their number of
offenses.
Meanwhile, HB171/SB99, the Yard
Waste and Food Residuals Diversion
and Infrastructure Act, requires the
Maryland Department of the
Environment (MDE) to study and report
on existing compost manufacturing
infrastructure in Maryland, as well as
laws in other states that divert food
scraps and organics, and to then
recommend how to improve
infrastructure
and
funding

opportunities to expand composting
in the Maryland. The Washington, D.C.based Institute for Local Self-Reliance
(ILSR), noted that the bill requires MDE
to consult with the ILSR, the MD-DC
Compost Council, the American Biogas
Council, the Maryland Horse Council,
the Chesapeake Foodshed Network,
the
Chesapeake
Alliance
for
Sustainable Agriculture and the
Chesapeake Sustainable Business
Council.
“With the passage of these bills,
Maryland can begin exploring different
ways to encourage composting in our
state,” Robinson said. “The study group
created by this legislation, comprised
of state agencies, non-profit
organizations, and private entities, will
make Maryland more competitive in
the field of renewable resources, while
decreasing the waste we put into our
landfills, and the labelling bill will
ensure that composting facilities have
clean materials to create their compost

with.”
Brenda Platt, ILSR co-director and
the chief architect of both bills, said the
new laws will help Maryland grow
composting and food waste recovery
in a way that supports farmers and new
businesses and creates jobs.
According to Justen Garrity, owner
of Veteran Compost, “HB1349 would
reduce the burden on our company to
deal with non-compostable wastes and
allow us to use that money to grow our
business in Maryland.”
Referring to HB1349, Rhodes
Yepsen, executive director of the
Biodegradable Products Institute, said,
“This new labeling requirement will
significantly reduce ‘greenwashing,’
where false and unsubstantiated claims
negatively impact both consumers and
the environment, and thereby build
trust in truly compostable products
and packaging for diverting food scraps
from households and businesses in
Maryland.”
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Organic farming

Healthy
From page 1

“These guides to practical organic
soil health management will assist
farmers in selecting the best practices
for their particular circumstances,
while leading the way toward more
sustainable agricultural systems,” said
Diana Jerkins, research program
director at OFRF.
Each guide begins with tools and
practices set in the context of the
challenges and opportunities identified
by organic producers in OFRF’s 2016
National Organic Research Agenda.
For those interested in taking a deeper
dive, the guides also include reviews of
USDA funded organic research, future
research priorities, and scientific
literature references.
• Building Organic Matter for
Healthy Soils: An Overview includes
information about using compost
materials to stabilize nutrients, the use
of organic mulches and the use of
compost, manure, other amendments,
and
microbial
inoculants
to
complement crop rotation and cover
crops.
• Weed Management: An Ecological
Approach suggests obtaining a
nutrient analysis of any compost or
manure inputs to be used and cautions
not to over-apply nitrogen, potassium
or phosphorus - even as compost.
• Practical Conservation Tillage
notes that studies documented
substantial improvements in active soil
organic carbon and other soil health
parameters from cover crops
combined with compost applications
in the full-tillage treatments, although
reduced till further enhanced some soil
health parameters.
OFRF said the remaining four guides
will be released over the coming weeks.
They are:
• Cover Crops: Selection and
Management - Selecting the best
cover crops, mixes, and management
methods for soil health, including
crop rotations and cropping system
Page 14

biodiversity.
• Plant Genetics:
Plant Breeding
and
Variety
Selection - Plant
breeding
and
variety selection
for performance The guides can
be downloaded
in sustainable onto your
organic systems, mobile device
i n c l u d i n g by scanning this
p o t e n t i a l code.
benefits to soil
biology and soil health.
•Water Management and Water
Quality - The role of soil health and
organic soil management in water
conservation and water quality.
• Nutrient Management for Crops, Soil,
and the Environment - The role of
soil health and the soil food web,
including practical guidelines for
adapting soil test-based nutrient
recommendations (especially N) for
organic systems.
The guides can be downloaded at
www.ofrf.org.
OFRF, based in Santa Cruz, Calif., is
a non-profit foundation that works to
foster the improvement and
widespread adoption of organic
farming systems.

Food waste

Digesters
From page 1
environment and more cost-effective
than composting or processing food
waste at an anaerobic digestion facility.
Following is an interview with Milnes
done early in May.
CN: Tell me about your liquid waste
composter. What does it do?
IM: It is a bio-digester that sits in a
kitchen and digests waste food from
large service establishments like
hotels,
restaurants,
corporate
cafeterias and the like. It accelerates
the
decomposition
process
enormously and therefore digests large
amounts of food in a particular day.
Depending on the model it can digest
from 20 pounds a day to 2,000 pounds

a day. We sell them to major hotel
chains and major corporations.
CN: You also sell them to the U.S.
Army?
IM: The U.S. Army is our largest
customer. If you take the U.S. Army
out of the picture we sell more machines
internationally than we sell in the
United States.
CN: Why are U.S. sales lagging
behind other markets?
IM: The issue is the impact on the
climate. Internationally, people are
more aware of the impact on the
environment of having waste food
going to the landfill. In the U.S., it comes
down to dollars and cents. If your
machine is going to cost you $2,000 a
month and you’re currently spending
$2,000 a month to have the trash
hauled away, the machine is going to
pay for itself. If it is $2,000 in 1999
dollars then you probably won’t make
a sale. Internationally, people are
saying that we can’t send the stuff to the
landfill, it is bad for the environment
and in our business we won’t be
associated with that. In some markets,
businesses have to report their carbon
footprint along with their profit and
loss statement, so there is more
attention paid to the environment than
there is here.
CN: Is your sales pitch based more
on a climate change incentive or a
cost-saving incentive? What resonates
more in the United States?
IM: Definitely the cost savings.
There is an increasing awareness, so
when we go into a place now, and if the
costs are the same as what they are
paying now, companies will say this is
the right thing to do. It has changed
over the last five to seven years and
more companies are becoming aware
of it.
CN: Break down the costs for me.
You mentioned $2,000 a month.
IM: We sell the machines directly
by cash sale. We also lease them
through a third party leasing company.
And we also rent it on a monthly basis.
So a full service rental, which is very
popular with many customers because
the customer doesn’t have a capital
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expenditure for the machine, but it is
an ongoing operating expense. That
means they can offset directly the cost
of the machine against the cost of trash
pickup. Full service rental for example
we would take care of all the
consumable items, shipping the
machine, putting it in place and
commissioning it. It is usually three to
five year rental that gives them a fixed
amount each month. Their costs would
include the labor to put the trash into
the machine also the cost of the water
to run the machine. Our largest
machine, for example, the cost of water
is a couple dollars per day.
CN: It takes all the waste food?
What comes out?
IM: The liquid goes into the drain.
Anything you and I can eat goes into
this machine. It is digested and it all
goes down the drain. The kitchen prep
and what comes back from the post
consumer goes straight into the
machine. It is convenient. In the
kitchen, these guys are running around

like chickens with their heads cut off
sometimes.
CN: I assume your target market in
the U.S. is the states that have passed
disposal bans for food waste. An
alternative is collecting the food waste
and delivering them to a composting
facility or a anaerobic digestion
facility. How does your solution
compare in terms of cost and
convenience?
IM: Composting is not easy. There
are many facilities that are doing
composting on a large scale and
occasionally things go wrong. It
doesn’t work out. And it smells and the
public
complains
about
the
composting facilities being close to
them. Nobody wants it in their
backyard. If a company can take their
organics and compost them locally and
can use the output locally, that would
get a 10 out of 10 from me every time.
But if you need to have a truck come
along and take the food waste 150 miles
to a compost facility, then go another

150 miles to where it (the compost)
going to be used, I am not sure that is
very good for the environment. Sending
it to the landfill will be a zero out of 10
every time. Our machine will get a 10
out of 10 every time. In terms of
convenience in the traditional kitchen,
you will have big 40 gallon buckets and
people will put their waste into these
buckets which will get very heavy and
smelly in the kitchen and then they
take it outside and it will be collected
two or three times a week. In between
those times it starts to smell and rot
and attract flies, and you have to pay
somebody to come and take it away
and then you have the trucks on the
road, which isn’t good for the
environment.
In certain restaurants, the big trucks
simply cannot get to the back door to
pick up these bins and you have to push
them 100 to 200 feet down the
driveway for the trash man to pick
(See Digesters, page 17)
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Compost product news
Composting News publishes Product News as a service to its readers and is not responsible for
the accuracy of information or claims made by manufacturers of products included.
Manufacturers and distributors: Send your product news to ken@recycle.cc (preferred) or mail to
Composting News, 9815 Hazelwood Avenue, Strongsville, OH 44149; Fax: (440) 238-6712.
large grate area enables
the 4710D to produce
materials
to
exact
specifications. Quickchange multiple grate
system makes it easy to
customize
grate
configurations
to
produce a wide variety
Peterson 4710D horizontal grinder of finished materials.
Grates are removed
Peterson introduces
through an access door on the side
wall. The 4710D features Peterson’s
the 4710D
Adaptive Control System, which
horizontal grinder
controls all components of the feed
Peterson Pacific Corp. recently system to optimize output. This system
debuted its all-new Peterson 4710D monitors the grinding load and varies
horizontal grinder at the 2017 the speed of the feed system to keep the
ConExpo-Con/Agg show in Las Vegas. engine working at the top of its power
The 4710D is designed for high-volume curve. It automatically accelerates the
producers with very demanding end- feed system when the engine load is
product specifications. The 4710D is light, slows when the load is high, and
powered by a Tier IV Caterpillar C18 reverses if the engine speed drops. It
engine rated at 755 horsepower (563 even monitors the engine temperature
kW). A Tier II, 765 horsepower (570 and varies the cooling fan speed to
kW) engine is also available.
minimize power usage and reduce fuel
“The mid-size 4710D completes the consumption.
range of four “D” models of Peterson
The Peterson 4710D horizontal
horizontal grinders with Tier 4 engines grinder is also Peterson+ enabled - a
options and industry leading features new remote monitoring solution that
and customer benefits,” said Larry provides machine owners access to
Cumming, Peterson’s president. “The real-time and historical data of their
47 series has been Peterson’s most machine’s performance and location.
popular model since it was first
Peterson specializes in developing
introduced in 2004. The high delivery and processing equipment
performance and light footprint - under that turns low-grade organic materials
37,000 metric tons - make the 4710D into high value products. For more
very popular with demanding pipeline information,
visit
land clearing contractors and medium www.petersoncorp.com.
size
mulch
and
composting
Komptech Americas to
operations.”
Boasting 18 inches of ground
be headline sponsor at
clearance, this model is particularly
Compost2018
suited for land clearing operations or
other applications where mobility and
Komptech Americas, one of the
frequent moving is desired,” Peterson original demonstrators of equipment
said. Peterson’s three-stage grinding for the U.S. Composting Council
process with an up-turning rotor and (USCC)’s
Equipment
and
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Demonstration Days, will be the
headline sponsor of USCC’s 26th annual
conference and trade show, January
22-25, 2018, in Atlanta - Game On!
Building Sustainable Communities.
The conference routinely attracts
about 1,000 attendees and includes
four days of workshops, expo, sessions
as well as an off-site live demonstration
of compost manufacturing equipment,
Komptech noted.
Scott Jenkins, of the Atlanta Falcons
and chair of the Green Sports Alliance
will be a keynote speaker.
Komptech’s partnership with USCC
has been long standing, and when the
opportunity came to step up to the
next level, the decision was easy, the
company said.
“We support the U.S. Composting
Council and its goal to significantly
impact the compost industry,” said
Brandon Lapsys, Komptech’s general
manager. “With our headline
sponsorship we are solidifying not only
our commitment to the council and
the conference, but to the entire
composting industry.”
For more information visit
komptechamericas.com.

Totem Equipment joins
Bandit network
Anchorage, Alaska-based Totem
Equipment and Supply has joined
Bandit Industries’ growing dealership
network, Bandit announced. Totem
Equipment will offer sales, parts and
service for Bandit hand-fed wood
chippers and stump grinders.
Serving Alaska’s construction
industry since 1961, Totem Equipment
offers a wide range of experience among
its staff, including specialized Bandit
parts and service training.
“We are very pleased to partner with
Totem Equipment and Supply to bring
excellent service to our Bandit
customers in Alaska,” said Jason
Morey, Bandit sales manager. “They
have an enduring history of success
that few companies can match."
For more information, visit
www.banditchippers.com.
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Food waste

Digesters
From page 1
them up.
Regarding anaerobic digestion, you
have the same kind of issues as far as
the storage and moving the waste food
outside and the trucks on the road, and
now it is going to an anaerobic digestion
facility instead of a composting facility.
Nobody wants an anaerobic digestion
facility near them either, so they have
to be located outside of the cities, and
so they are not necessarily good for the
environment.
A study in the U.K. looked at the
economics
and
environmental
impacts of our LFC versus using
anaerobic digestion and it found that
the LFC was significantly better for the
environment compared to using the
anaerobic digester and it found that

using the LFC had a payback period of
under two years compared to 13 years
for deploying the anaerobic digester.
I’ve spoken to people who are operating
anaerobic digesters and say they are
profitable. But when I ask where their
feedstock is coming from, they say the
local city brings it to us or they get the
trash man to bring it to us and we charge
them to being the stuff to us. So it is
subsidized by the local people who are
getting their trash picked up. If the
anaerobic digester has to go out and
collect all of the stuff from the hotels
and the restaurants and individual
houses there is no way any anaerobic
digester in the world be in business
today. Anaerobic digestion sounds
wonderful until you figure out what
you have to put around it. For our
customers who have busy kitchens in
a city environment, putting the stuff
straight into an LFC is the right solution
for them.”

CN: What are
the capacities of
your machines.
IM: They are
from 20 pound
per day up to
4,000 pounds a
day. The typical
Milnes
hotel kitchen is
500 to 1,000 pounds a day.
CN: How is the machine used during
the day?
IM: The machine is like a stomach.
It is constantly digesting. The machines
are fed throughout the day, as the waste
is being generated in the kitchen and
the post consumer waste comes. Small
buckets of waste food are dumped in so
it isn’t accumulating in the kitchen.
CN: What is the price to buy the
machine outright?
IM: The range of from $16,000 to
$150,000. For the typical hotel or
restaurant it is about $40,000.
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Compost Digest
Read these complete
stories at
www.facebook.com/
CompostingNews.

• Citing concerns about traffic,
diminished property values, vermin
and especially odor, north suburban
residents are organizing in opposition
to plans for a new composting facility
just outside Des Plaines, Ill., in
suburban Chicago.
The owner of the proposed
operation said opponents are jumping
to conclusions and don’t have all the
facts yet.
The facility is planned for a former
landfill site along the Des Plaines River.
The proposal has received clearance
from the Cook County Zoning Board of
Appeals but must still win approval by

Page 18

the Cook County Board. If approved,
the facility will occupy 25 acres and
compost landscape waste and food
scraps, but no meat, one of the owners
said. The remaining 100-plus acres on
the site might be used for community
gardens or greenhouses, he said.
Opponents are focusing primarily
on the potential for the facility to cause
what they call a “stink zone” that they
say could carry foul odors up to five
miles away, to suburbs including
Northbrook, Northfield, Arlington
Heights, Park Ridge and Niles. - Chicago
Tribune, www.chicagotribune.com
• Hamilton, Ont.’s compost
facility is reportedly stinking up the
neighborhood but the city is pointing
the finger at new provincial rules.
Residents complained for months last
summer about a rotting odor so bad,

some said they felt a stinging sensation
in their throats.
City and provincial investigators
eventually tracked the stink to the
nearby municipal composting plant.
The odor returned with a vengeance
this month, prompting complaints to
the city and the provincial Ministry of
the Environment.
The city is studying a recently
completed report from a special odor
consultant on possible fixes. But the
city believes the stench is partly due to
new changes to the compost curing
process imposed by the province —
essentially, a requirement to keep the
material wetter.
The facility turns close to 70,000
metric tonnes of tossed food waste into
compost each year.
City officials hope to talk with the
ministry about possible relief from the
new rules while the facility’s contracted
operators explore new odour-battling
techniques. - The Hamilton Spectator,
www.thespec.com.
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