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Halfway through the year, U.S.
scrap paper exports were
slightly ahead of last year�s

pace, according to trade data from the
U.S. Department of Commerce. Ex-
ports through the end of June totaled
almost 10.7 million tons, a 1.3 percent
improvement over the 10.5 million
tons shipped during the same time last
year.

Prices of the material were almost
the same as a year earlier. The aver-
age of $150.23 per ton (FAS), was just
20 cents per ton higher than a year
earlier, a statistical draw. Sales this
year were $1.6 billion, 1.4 percent
higher than at the same time last year.

While exports to China were down a
half percent during the six-month pe-
riod, shipments to all other markets
were up 5.3 percent. China�s share of
the market dropped almost 1 percent-
age point, from 69.6 percent during
the first half of 2013 to 68.4 percent
through June 2014. China�s scrap pa-
per imports from all supplying nations
through June was down 5 percent
through June, to a total of 15.5 mil-
lion short tons, compared to 16.4 mil-

By Ken McEntee

Exports improve
slightly at halftime

tors meeting in Washington, D.C.
�One-bin collection jeopardizes the

quality of recyclables by mixing them
with liquids, food, chemicals and other
waste thereby lowering, and in many
cases all-together destroying their
value,� said Robin Wiener, president
of ISRI. �Materials that are all together
destroyed will be diverted to landfills
or incinerators lowering recycling
rates and damaging the environment.
Simply put, one-bin collection is not
good for recycling.�

The policy states, �ISRI supports the
collection and sortation of recyclable
materials in a manner that optimizes
the value and utilization of the mate-
rial as specification grade commodi-

ISRI adopts policy opposing
single bin collection

The Institute of Scrap Recycling
Industries (ISRI), this month
adopted a policy in favor of

separating recyclables from waste
prior to collection as opposed to com-
mingling or one-bin collection. Sort-
ing before collection ensures that re-
cyclable materials, particularly paper,
are not unnecessarily contaminated
and degraded, ISRI said.

The policy was adopted during the
organization�s summer Board of Direc-

U.S. scrap paper exports
Year to year comparison; short tons per month
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(Source: U.S. Commerce Department / The Paper Stock Report)


